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Wesley Memorial Newcastle
The photograph on the front cover shows
Revd Brian and Mrs Kirsten Shackleton sunning themselves next to
the Wesley Memorial, with bridges over the Tyne in the background.
Wesley recorded his first visit to Newcastle in his Journal.
The entry for Sunday 30th May 1742 reads:
‘At seven in the morning I walked down to Sandgate,
the poorest and most contemptible part of the town,
and standing at the end of the street with John Taylor,
began to sing the hundredth psalm’.
He preached again that evening to a large crowd
and subsequently visited Tyneside
another 50 times over the course of his life.
The memorial obelisk was commissioned on the
centenary of Wesley’s death by local Methodists.
www.pmsa.org.uk

Of course our own Circuit has a connection to Newcastle,
when the ‘Hawnby Dreamers’ Mr Cornforth and Mr Chapman
went to the city to hear John Wesley preach.
They had both had very similar dreams
that God was calling them and on hearing
Mr Wesley they were converted.
Back home they gathered family and friends
into a new community of Methodists: the first in Ryedale.
By 1757 when John Wesley came to visit there were forty to fifty
Methodists in Hawnby.

Dear friends,
Tony and I find it hard to believe we’ve been here
for a year already! Apart from the cold winter
with oodles of snow followed by a scorchingly hot
summer, our time here has been a journey into
the unknown in lots of ways, as we’ve begun new
roles (including the joyful one of becoming
grandparents to Hugo!), and found our way around
our new surroundings, meeting lots of new people
along the way – what an adventure! Tony and I have
grown to love North Yorkshire which is without
doubt the most beautiful place we have ever lived. There’s a
saying that “Before it becomes your favourite place, it was somewhere
you’d never been” – how true! Sometimes stepping into the unknown is a
creative and fruitful place to be, and thanks be to God that we never have
to face changes in our lives on our own – Jesus is with us constantly, by
the power of His Holy Spirit.
So to the future – depending on our personalities we may be viewing it
with apprehension or excitement. Some may feel apprehension because
we know that Ruth (& Geoff) and Tanya will be moving on in a year’s time,
and we don’t know what the future staffing of the circuit will look like. As
we pray and think of the future of our individual chapels and the circuit
as a whole, please remember also to hold Ruth & Geoff, and Tanya in your
prayers too, as they personally face many changes including the upheaval
of moving house to continue their ministries in new places.
We may be excited about the possibilities that will open up to us as
our chapels group together for mutual encouragement, and seek to
worship, learn, care, serve and be the Good News together in our various
communities across Ryedale. My Bible readings this week were talking
about a family who were walking down a hiking trail which was overgrown
in places, and they wondered where it would lead, as they couldn’t see
very far into the distance. They trusted the trail and carried on walking
even though their visibility was limited.They made it through safely,
enjoying lots of lovely scenery en route. I reflected that the journey we’re
on as a circuit is like this - we can’t see the future, no matter how much we
pray, discuss, plan and try to open ourselves up to the Holy Spirit’s leading
BUT we can trust that God will lead us through. Jesus said, “I am the way,
the truth and the life”. (John 14:6) Jesus IS the way – we are called only to
follow Him, knowing that He will give us the guidance, strength and
peace we need. He who has called us is faithful – what a comfort that is!
Blessings and peace, Deacon Fiona

RYEDALE CIRCUIT –
a changing organism!
As Deacon Fiona has mentioned
in her letter, the Circuit that came
into being in 2012 and has seen
staff changes and staff reductions
since then, is facing yet more
change in 2019. The national
situation regarding numbers of
active presbyters means that the
circuit will then be staffed by a
new Superintendent and Revd
Ken, with Deacon Fiona continuing
with 40% of her time in Circuit.
Over the coming year the Circuit
Leadership Team will work hard
to prepare the circuit for what
is to come. Churches are
beginning to look at how they
can work together more closely
in groups, with some shared
services and meetings. It is
the hope that, over time, those
relationships will become
stronger, and as well as looking
inwards at the internal workings
of the church, that they will also
look outwards to see how shared
mission and service over an
area might be enabled with the
coming together of different
skills and experience. We must
not forget the strong ecumenical
links that we are also blessed with
– and be open to working in new
ways with all God’s people.
Over the coming months we are
encouraging the use of the new
Methodist publication “Talking of
God Together” in existing home
groups, or as a series of get
togethers for the church groups

that are being established. We
must never forget that the reason
Church buildings exist is to be a
centre for the worship of a living
God, who does not stay confined
in that space when we leave to be
about our daily business! Our
living God goes with us, walks
with us and challenges us to
be His people wherever we are,
whoever we are with, each day.
Speaking of our relationship with
God naturally and meaningfully
may not always come easily – but
talking with each other can help
us build confidence in our faith.
Dates for training in pastoral
visiting, leading “Local Arrangement” services, and other matters
will also be advertised shortly, so
please think and pray about the
way in which God may be calling
you to serve Him as you serve
one another. May God bless us
all in this time of transition.
Ruth Duck

The photograph is from the first
Group meeting which took place on
the 18th July at Allerston. Members
from Thornton Dale and Ebberston
joined Allerston members to
discuss ways of working together.

THORNTON DALE,
ALLERSTON AND EBBERSTON
Open the Book at
Thornton Dale School.
“Everyone gets the same.”
Everyone who worked in the
vineyard got the same wages.
God’s love for each and every
person who believes in Him is
the same too.

Thornton Dale Show
Photos:The Tower of Babel.
The Wise and Foolish Builders.
Anglican and Methodist Churches
Together hosted a tent at the
Thornton Dale Show in August.
It was a beautiful day and we
had lots of visitors. We had a
place to sit down, a prayer
station, bible stories, books,
Lego and colouring. The children
were encouraged to re-tell a
parable using Lego buildings
and characters. Two young boys
from Scotland created The Wise
and Foolish Builders and then
read the story to a video.
At the end the of the story the boy
added a fact that I haven’t read in
the bible. “Then the foolish man’s
wife ran off with the horse!”
Mary Kemp

HELMSLEY
Ministry in
Ryedale is
nothing
like I have
experienced
before.The
fun started in
June with the
Helmsley
Farmyard Party
Bike Rally when thousands of
motor bikers arrived in Helmsley
for the weekend festival. Although
I no longer own a motorbike I still
love the roar of the engine and
the freedom that comes from
riding a bike through such
beautiful countryside as North
Yorkshire. I had the pleasure of
assisting during the festival at
the Holy Joes Cafe. This marquee
is run by a wonderful team of
Christians headed up by Mike
Fitton from Whitby Christian
Fellowship. This team gave up
their weekend and sleep to serve
tea, coffee and witness to Jesus
with bikers who may be in need
of a listening ear, seeking the
meaning in life or simply a
refreshing cuppa.The Christian
Motorcycle Association
personalised a small New
Testament and Psalms Bible
especially for motor bikers which
is small enough to fit into a
pocket and contains testimonies
of how Jesus has changed lives
of bike enthusiasts all over the
country. As they say - Jesus rode
into Jerusalem in Triumph not on
one!

Our congratulations go to
Mr. Ed Christopher this years
winner of Helmsley’s Town Crier
competition who travelled all the
way from Bermuda to join with the
other Town Criers on a really
warm Saturday. Each Town Crier
read from a section of the Magna
Carta. I’m convinced you could
hear Ed as far as Kirkbymoorside.
Each one spoke with such
strength of voice they could be
heard over crowds who gathered
and could be heard with such

clarity. Methodists of course were
born into this arena with local
preachers sharing the Gospel of
Jesus in the open air; preaching in
fields, villages, quay sides, towns
and city streets where thousands
gathered to listen.
I once preached on the car park
of a famous supermarket. Within
two minutes I was met by two

really pleasant security guards
who asked what I was doing?
I told them, “Today is Pentecost
and I'm here to tell your
shoppers some good news of
the Holy Spirit!” They looked at
me a bit bemused and said,
“Sainsbury’s has a better car
park!!” I don't think it went down
too well tapping my pocket and
saying, “I thought you want
your customers saving!!”
Street preaching or town crying
is a gift and is really hard work.
Next time you see one, encourage
them for their faithfulness, - trust
me it’s not easy to do and leaves
your throat really sore.

KIRKBYMOORSIDE
Well done to the Kirkbymoorside
History society for an excellent
WWI display. This is an
important year of remembrance
in our history. How much the
world has changed since WWI and
how much more precarious our
world sometimes seems today.
It is with grateful thanks to the
historians among us who take
such care and attention to
preserve history. Capturing the
stories of those who have gone
before us and retelling their
stories as a reminder to us of
lives given in sacrifice so we
could enjoy the rights of freedom.
The stories and artefacts
presented in KMS community
rooms were thoughtful, moving
and a little bit scary when you
come face to face with
ammunition, shells and grenades.

We remember of course so that
we never forget!
Each time we participate in Holy
Communion we gather together
as church to remember the great
sacrifice of Jesus’ life laid down
to pay the price to redeem each
one of us.The prayer we pray after
Holy Communion reminds us,
“Father of all, we give you thanks
and praise, that when we were
still far off you met us in your
Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your
love, gave us grace and opened
the gate of glory.” We must never
neglect Holy Communion as we
remember each time we receive
the bread and wine, Love poured
out for us. How amazing is our
wonderful Jesus.
Rev Ken

RIEVAULX

RYEDALE CHRISTIAN COUNCIL

© Christ for all Nations

This wasn’t quite how our annual
evangelistic tent meeting in
Rievaulx looked this year!
We had been praying for rain
and God blessed us richly with a
weekend of rain which was well
received by many who work the
land. However it also meant we
had to cancel the event meeting.
We praise the Lord that we were
still able to meet in the Methodist
church and no one’s spirits were
dampened. I think our singing
could be heard all the way to
the Abbey as we worshipped
together, it was a lovely service.
The preacher spoke on what is
truth and gave some amazing
stories which you just couldn’t
make up!
Well done Rievaulx congregation
for all your hard work and another
brill service. Praise the Lord for all
of his blessings, for the sunshine
and summer rains, we do worship
an amazing God who provides for
all of our needs.
Its been a blessed summer of
fun in the sun in the Helmsley,
KMS and Rievaulx section of the
Ryedale circuit.God bless Rev. Ken

Opening a
letter recently
I discovered an
invitation to a
55th birthday
celebration from
the RCC. It
was really nice to receive and
very thoughtful.
As I continued reading the box at
the end of the invitation I read,
‘Our guest speaker will be the
Rev. Ken Gowland!!’
I had forgotten I was speaking!
It was a pleasure to serve
along side RCC members in the
refreshments tent at the Ryedale
show. A big well done to the team
of helpers who cut, chopped,
buttered, baked, carried, boiled
water, made tea, sliced cake, put
up, took down, stacked up, stood
up all day, serving and all with
joy.
The tent provided an opportunity
for me to sit alongside visitors
in conversation as they were
refreshed with tea and cake.
The cafe was really popular with
a constant flow of visitors all day
long. Speaking with people about
Jesus and praying with them was
a blessing. It was a joy to watch
you all working in unity which
reminded me of Jesus prayer in
John’s Gospel that they may all
be one. Well done RCC Team.
God bless you in the next year.
Rev. Ken

HARTOFT METHODIST CHAPEL
Our lovely chapel which is over
150 years old re-opened for
Services on 10 June following a
major restoration. For 3 months
three of our congregation,
Christine, Kenneth and John

Pews were made warmer by the
addition of underlay and carpet
on the seats. The chapel was
provided with a new notice board,
tea and coffee making facilities, a
new cross for the front window, a
new clock and some proper chapel
hat pegs! Draughts were excluded
and outside drainage installed to
cut down on damp. The outside
gate, handrail and bootscraper
were painted pristine black and
the grass and nearby verges were
strimmed and tidied.
Services are held in the chapel
from Spring to late Autumn and at
High Farm during the Winter. The
second Sunday in the month is
Methodist and the fourth Sunday

worked extremely hard on a
ceiling which was about to fall in,
walls which had to be stripped,
partly re-plastered and painted.
A new door was made, floors
repaired, sanded and varnished
All the pews were cleaned and
re-varnished. The stairs and pulpit
were made secure and all the
woodwork was varnished. Wooden
window frames were repaired and
re-painted.

is Anglican. You would all be very
welcome to come and visit our
little jewel in Hartoft valley.
There will be a coffee morning at
the Coach House Inn in Rosedale
at 10 am on Saturday 1 September
to raise funds for Hartoft Chapel.
Lynda Starling

NEW WAYS OF ‘BEING CHURCH’
Revd Tanya
Almost 10 months ago the 2nd
Sunday Club began in Slingsby
under the loving care of Louise
Hayes, our Missional Lay Worker,
with occasional support from
myself and the very gratefully
received practical support and
encouragement from the Slingsby
congregation.
2nd Sunday Club is a time of
worship for primary aged children
and meets the 2nd Sunday in
the month at Slingsby between
5.00-6.30pm. The time was
chosen specifically so that
children can commit to belonging
and it mainly doesn’t impact on
other family events.
The session begins with an

activity that introduces the
evening’s theme, they then enjoy
fellowship over eating tea. This
is a great time to get to know the
children. Having adults who just
sit with them, and others who
serve the food, is wonderful. We
then spend time talking around
the Word, a story may be told,
a quiz might take place, a
discussion might emerge. Games

are played and crafting happens
that all reinforce the message
of the evening. A final time of
reflection and response, a poem
or prayer opportunity ends the
evening.
A wonderful group of children
have joined together and their
worship has evolved. They have
valued meeting other children
who attend church, from different
churches, and different schools.
In July they led Slingsby’s morning
worship. Although I was leading
worship elsewhere, from the
comments made to me since,
to hear how these children have
grown in confidence in sharing
their faith and developed in
working together, has been a
great privilege.
Second Sunday Club has for these
young people, been church.
It might look different, be
different, but it is definitely
church, a place of worshipping
and learning and a place of
fellowship. Do you have any
young people who would like
to come, and be a part of
Second Sunday Club? One of the
comments made by one of our
young people was that it was
good to be around more young
people who believed and they
could share their faith with.
For more information contact
either Louise Hayes 01653
628064 or
Revd Tanya 01653 692173.

ALL ABOUT DEACONS!
There are two kinds of ordained
ministers in the Methodist Church:
presbyters (like Ruth, Tanya and
Ken) and deacons. Both orders
of ministry go through the
same selection process
(‘candidating’) are trained and
then have a probationary period
before being ordained during
Conference. Put simply, Presbyters
are ordained to word and
sacrament and Deacons are
ordained to witness and service.
It’s more nuanced than that, but
if you are interested in knowing
more, please contact me, or have
a look in The Methodist Service
Book at the words of the
Ordination Services.
All Methodist Deacons in the UK
are also part of a religious order
- the Methodist Diaconal Order,
or MDO. We are a dispersed order
(i.e. we don't live together in a
convent or monastery!). We have
a Warden and Deputy Warden to
whom we can go and to whom we
are accountable. We are advised to
have a Spiritual Director. Deacons
are connected to one another by
various different means: we pray
for each other every day, we meet
together in Area Groups once a
quarter and attend Convocation
(the gathering of the whole MDO)
once a year at Swanwick in
Derbyshire.
So what does a deacon do?
Diaconal appointments vary
tremendously, but often deacons
work partly in the community and

partly in churches, rather than
being solely church-based.
They may work as Chaplains or
as co-ordinators for community
based projects. They often give
pastoral care, but are not usually
given ‘pastoral charge’ of
congregations.
Deacons have been described as
being ‘in the porch of the church’,
as deacons are often bridge builders between church and
community.
I would love to have a chance to
speak more about deacons - how
we are usually ‘directly stationed’
(i.e. we go where we are sent),
how our Rule of Life is our guide,
and how for me personally the
words of the ordination service
continue to challenge and
encourage me:
‘Support
the weak,
bind up
the
broken,
gather
in the
outcast,
welcome
the
stranger,
seek the
lost.’
Blessings and peace,
Deacon Fiona
Tel: 01751 430750
E-mail: tandfidb@gmail.com

Lectionary Reflections
Brian Shackleton

9th September
MARK 7: 24-37

We seem to be in familiar territory
this week, as the Gospel passage
tells us (again) of the criticism
that the Pharisees make of the
lifestyle of Jesus and his disciples.
Once again we are confronted
with the stark clash of those
whose lives are governed by a
code of conduct, rules and
regulations – and those whose
overriding obedience is to the
Gospel rule of love.
When I learnt to drive the Highway
Code told me how to behave on
the road, but it didn’t tell me
exactly what to do if a child
stepped out in front of me when
an articulated lorry was driving
too close behind me.
In our bedtime prayers it is no use
telling God, “I’ve done nothing
wrong today,” if we can’t tell him
what we have done to improve a
damaged, imperfect world.

Jesus has taken ‘time out’ to have
some personal space by travelling
into the non-Jewish region of Tyre.
But he can’t escape the request
of a Greek mother whose
daughter has mental issues.
(Don’t get hung up by the
reference to “feeding the dogs.”
In a common colloquialism Jewish
people often referred to Gentiles
as dogs). The important outcome
here is Good News for the
Gentiles – Jesus heals the girl
irrespective of her racial origin.
The second story is also Good
News, this time for a deaf and
dumb man, who because of
his disability would have been
marginalised socially and
religiously. The healing action
of Jesus reintegrates him into
society. Yet again, it is a way of
saying that no-one is excluded
from God’s plan.
Today is Education Sunday – in
a wider sense, not a bad day to
re-educate ourselves about the
breadth of God’s love.

©James Wetzstein

2nd September
MARK 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23

16th September
MARK 8: 27-38

23rd September
MARK 9: 30-37

This passage is the turning point
in the unfolding of Mark’s Gospel.
We are not in the comfort zone
of Galilee where Jesus had
undoubted popularity, but near
Caesarea Philippi (another
indicator that the Good News
is for more than the Jews?).
And now comes the astounding
statement that he is not a
prophet, but the Messiah. Yet,
not quite with the characteristics
that the disciples expected of the
Messiah. A number of modern
translations make Jesus’ rebuke to
Peter, “Get thou behind me, Satan”
something like, “Get out of my
sight.” While this may be graphic,
it misses the point that Jesus is
calling Peter to stand solidly
behind him as a disciple.
So this Sunday is a call to us to
be firm in following the road to
Jerusalem – whatever it costs!

We are back in Galilee, and the
disciples must have enjoyed the
prestige of Jesus’ popularity. But
Jesus keeps talking about what
will happen to him; and that
doesn’t tally with the disciples’
traditional view of the Messiah.
So Jesus uses two pictures, one of
serving like a slave, and, secondly,
of caring for a defenceless,
inconsequential child. And
what does that tell us about our
discipleship? Can we say that we
treat everyone with the respect
and dignity that their humanity
deserves? God may love everyone;
but do we?
30th September
MARK 9: 38-50
It must have been difficult for
the disciples not to reach above
themselves, and for them to think
that their closeness to Jesus day
by day made them very superior
people. Over the years within the
church there has often been the
tendency to think that we are
right, and everyone else somehow
are second-class citizens.
If God is gracious, why can’t
we be gracious too?
So perhaps today is a good day
to try to look at some of our
prejudices, and to decide what we
might do about them.
Prejudices create misunderstanding, and misunderstandings build
barriers; so what about trying to
build a few bridges instead.

7th October
MARK 10: 2-16

14th October
MARK 10: 17-31

The Pharisees are trying (again) to
catch Jesus out. This time they ask
about divorce, but they end up
scoring an own goal. They asked
if it is right for a man to divorce
his wife ( - the Law of Moses
allowed this). Jesus goes back to
the beginnings in creation, and
reminds the Pharisees that God
made man and woman, so woman
is a person, not a thing that can
be disposed of as inconvenient
by her husband. The creation
message is that man and woman
are equal before God.
So this has a very contemporary
feel today as we debate how we
ought to structure society to give
expression to gender equality.
And vv 13-16 suggest that
children are pretty precious
and have rights to.

Perhaps you have had that
day-dream when you think how
marvellous it must have been to
be one of the disciples of Jesus,
sharing his company and ministry
day after day.
Well, spare a thought for the
rich young man who had lived a
blameless life, and Jesus invited
him to come with him.

And the young man was sad, and
he turned down the opportunity,
because the change was too
much, and the price was too high.

Life isn’t always easy.
Sometimes God asks us to do
very difficult and demanding
things. (And somehow telling
Him, “I always go to church on
Sundays!” just isn’t enough.)

21st October
MARK 10: 35-45

28th October
MARK 10: 46-52

Today’s Gospel reading tells of
the incredible insensitivity of the
brothers James and John. Jesus
has previously explained that they
are on their way to Jerusalem, and
that he faces death at the hands
of the authorities.

This reading is just seven verses,
but we may find it helpful to
realize that the next eleven
verses in Mark’s Gospel are the
Entry into Jerusalem. This account
is set in Jericho, and is the story
of the blind beggar Bartimaeus.
But he isn’t begging for money –
he is asking for recognition,
and then for healing. He is
sitting by the roadside,
bypassed by most people, but
acknowledged by Jesus, and made
whole. His welcoming of Jesus
anticipates the welcome of Palm
Sunday: and the ending of his
blindness is in contrast to the
blindness of those who reject and
crucify Jesus in Jerusalem.

The brothers ask Jesus for
the principal positions in his
kingdom – their self-interest
shows that they haven’t a clue
about Kingdom values. The rest
of the disciples are angry, not
because of the insensitivity of
James and John, but because the
brothers had got in first with
their request.
But don’t be too hard on the
disciples, unless, that is, that you
are quite sure that you always put
the best interests of others first,
and your own advancement last.

And if we are the followers of
Jesus we can’t ignore those who
are marginalised in our world
today.

4th November
MARK 12: 28-34

18th November
MARK 13: 1-8

A number of incidents in the Jesus
narrative are recorded in more
than one Gospel – and today’s
passage can be found in both
Matthew and Luke. But here
in Mark there is an important
addition, as Jesus prefaces the
commandments with “People of
Israel, you have only one Lord and
God” – a quotation from
Deuteronomy 6 v 4. And it is
the One God that binds the two
“loves” of the commandments
together. If we love God we must
also love ourselves because God
loves us. And that in turn means
valuing our neighbour as much
as we are valued. All relationships
are very precious.

In the Lectionary, this is the 33rd
Sunday in Ordinary Time and
Ordinary Time will soon be over,
as we start to prepare for Advent
– the coming of the Lord.
The opening verses of Chapter
13 often provide a happy hunting
ground for religious fanatics who
are no better in their prediction
methodology than fairground
fortune-tellers. And here we
start with the observation by

11th November
MARK 12: 38-44
I suppose this week’s reading
can be taken as a warning against
assuming that privilege leads to
superiority. The opening verses
represent a commentary on the
duplicity of the teachers of the
Law of Moses. Because they are
teachers they know what the Law
is, yet their actions are a denial
of the ways of righteousness and
justice. And then we move to an
observation in the Temple –
although the rich people appear
generous, the relative value of
their giving is put to shame by
the generosity of a poor widow.
So today we should be checking
that our behaviour matches our
beliefs.

one of the disciples that it is
reassuring to see the beauty and
stability of the Temple building.
(The Temple would in fact be
destroyed within forty years).
Jesus (here just before his arrest
and crucifixion) tells his disciples
to expect change rather than
security.
In a world as volatile as ours,
Christians have no right to
expect to remain in their
undisturbed comfort zone.

25th November
JOHN 18: 33-37
On this last Sunday before Advent
we celebrate Christ the King.

But the picture is not of Christ
in Glory, but Jesus on trial before
Pilate. And we can compare
Pilate’s concept of what a
kingdom is about, and what
we have learnt about the nature
of the Kingdom of God that
Jesus taught. The Peruvian
theologian, Gustava Guttierrez
describes this difference as
Pilate’s kingdom being one of
arbitrariness, privileges and
domination, whereas Jesus’
kingdom is one of love, justice
and service.

Oh, and by the way, in today’s
service when you pray the Lord’s
Prayer, think hard when you say,
”Thy kingdom come”, and ask for
His Kingdom to come in all its
fullness.

ANN IBBOTSON
When we moved to Sinnington
in 1997, then in the
old Pickering Circuit, I was
asked if I would take a turn at
writing some Bible Notes for
the circuit magazine. I did, but
was aware that Ann Ibbotson,
a local preacher in Hartlepool
(the circuit I had just left) was
writing quality material for the
use of church members there.
Why invent the wheel twice?
So Ann graciously agreed to
supply “Notes on the Lectionary
Readings” for our circuit.
(In fact, I undestand that they
were ‘syndicated’ by half a
dozen other circuits). So for
about twenty years some of us
benefitted from Ann’s labours.
Sadly, Ann died in May. So this
comes as a sort of posthumous
‘Thank You, Ann’ for your
incisive writing.
But why take up space in
“The Bridge” with notes like this
anyway? I would like to think
that some folk who don’t get
to church see “The Bridge”,
so it is a marginal way of
involving others in our worship.
But primarily it offers most of
us an opportunity to prepare
for worship before we actually
arrive at the church building.
It is a mistake to think that it
is only the preacher who needs
to prepare for worship, just as
it is a mistake to imagine that
the preacher can do all our
thinking for us.

Brian Shackleton

•

•
Can you write a letter to those
attending 3Generate? A letter to
help them be courageous in their
faith by sharing something of your
own faith story.

•

Could you share something about
your experiences of being part of
a church/faith community. Maybe
you remember special people or
moments from growing up in a
church - could you share some of
that story?

•

The purpose of the letter is to
help children and young people
feel connected to, and part of, the
wider body of the Church; to feel
part of the big Methodist family!

•

What to include:
• Something of your faith story
– you won’t necessarily have
space to include all of it, but
you may think that there
are parts that would be
interesting for the children
and young people to hear
about.
• Something about your
experiences of being part of a
church/faith commnity. Maybe
you were part of a church
when you were younger -

•

•
•

could you share some of that
story?
Things you have learned
- again you won’t be able
to include everything, but are
there key things you have
learned about life and faith
that would be helpful to share?
Encouragement for the
younger generation to be
courageous in their faith.
Please make sure that the
language you use and the
stories you refer to are
appropriate for the age group.
How to write it:
A handwritten letter is more
personal, so if it is possible
for you, please do write by
hand, but if you need to type
it that’s fine too!
Please don’t put your
address, or any personal
contact details, on the letter.
Please don’t put your
surname on the letter; simply
sign it with your first name.
How long should it be?
Ideally your letter should be
one side of A4.
Where do I send it to?

Send your completed letter to:
3Generate 1000 Letters, 6th Floor,
Methodist Church House,
25 Marylebone Road,
London, NW1 5JR.
You can send your letter at any
time, but please make sure it
arrives by the end of October
at the latest.
Thanks Karen Pattison

YORKSHIRE NORTH AND EAST
METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN
At present
MWiB is
having a
summer
break but will
resume in
mid September. The last year was
filled with a programme of varied
activities, a talk from the chair
Lesley Newton, and introduction
to the two partnerships that the
District is supporting, the Cober
Hill conference, and of course a
summer event around tables laden
with food. All of them focusing on
“Called to Proclaim –
Dare to Speak Out”.
Cricket without Boundaries and
Independent Domestic Abuse
Service are the current two
partnerships. Teams of cricket
enthusiasts of all ages travel to
five African countries, with Cricket
without Boundaries. As they teach
the skills of cricket to hundreds of
school aged children, especially
girls, they talk about HIV/AIDS
and what the young people can
do to prevent getting the disease.
Often a testing unit comes to the
school and the children voluntarily
choose to be tested. In Kenya, the
Maasai cricketers approached CWB
to organise a similar programme
in relation to Female Genital
Mutilation (FGM) and it is this
aspect of the organisation’s work
that the District is supporting.
IDAS is a York based
organisation. It provides
comprehensive support and

advice to victims and survivors.
They offer a confidential, free
24 hour helpline and access
to support via their Live Chat
service. The District have provided
toiletries for the refuge and
cotton bags to put the products
in. However, their cupboards are
full, so no more are needed at
present. Churches are encouraged
to put IDAS stickers on the back
of their toilet doors.
Harmonia will be performing
at Trinity Methodist Church,
Norton, on 15 September to
raise funds for IDAS. This was
due to take place in March, but
was postponed because of snow.
Do come along. Tickets will be
available at the door.
The first meeting of the new
Connexional year will be at the
Wesley Centre, Saville Street,
Malton on 14 September. The
theme for the year is “Called to
Proclaim – Dare to Act”. Is God
calling you to this role? You would
serve one year as Vice President,
then two years as President, and
another year as Vice President.
You choose two partnerships to
support, speak to local groups in
the district about them, and lead
the various district meetings that
take place. Throughout the time,
relationships are established with
some amazing women who
energetically serve God and make
a difference wherever they are.
For more information on any of the
above contact Janice Clark.
clark.janice@gmail.com

RYEDALE STREET ANGELS
Rev Ruth Duck had seen a notice
in the Gazette and Herald about
an opportunity to go out with the
Street Angels in Pickering. She told
me about it and I went! A group of
us met at Pickering police station
at 9pm on a warm July Saturday
night. There were 8 Street Angels
including two ‘newbies’ – a young
university student and myself, plus
two police officers. Having donned
bright orange hi-vis vests or coats
which clearly said ‘Street Angels’
on them, we split into 2 groups –
4 Street Angels to a team,
with each group led by a police
officer. Each group had a rucksack
containing flip flops and bottles
of water that could be given out
to members of the public. During
the course of the evening, another
experienced Street Angel joined
us. We agreed that having so many
of us patrolling around was a bit
overwhelming as the streets were

fairly quiet, people were happy
and friendly, and apart from a boy
racer driving around revving his
engine, there was no trouble or
anti-social behaviour.
It was the first time ever that
Street Angels had been out
in Pickering. The idea of the
evening was to give local people
a chance to join the Street Angels
team and walk around the town
to see the needs and the extent
of the night-time economy. We
chatted with some people on
the streets outside pubs, or just
as they walked past us. All the
current Street Angels are used to
patrolling in Malton where there
are CCTV cameras, but until there
are CCTV cameras in Pickering,
no Street Angels will be allowed
to patrol without a police officer
accompanying them. The plan
is that eventually the CCTV
coverage for the whole of
Ryedale will be transferred to a
base in Scarborough, but in the

meantime, the police and Street
Angels are thinking about
sending out teams in Pickering
for special events such as The
1940s Wartime Weekend.
Although the leaflet I was given
says that Ryedale Street Angels
is part of the Christian Nightlife
Initiatives, I was told by the Street
Angels I was with that there is
no Christian or pastoral element
to the work – people volunteer
because they want to ‘give back’
something to their community.
There was one Salvation Army
officer in our team though, and
I’m sure her motivation would
have been the same as mine –
a Christian commitment to
wanting to communicate and
live out God’s love.
Having been used to working with
Street Pastors initiatives, it felt
familiar yet different. The Street
Pastors teams I was involved
with in Corby and Kettering were
overtly and unashamedly Christian
– we always used to pray before
going out, putting on the whole
armour of God (Ephesians 6) and
then we had a dedicated prayer
team (called Prayer Pastors)
praying for us at our base, and
we also prayed as we patrolled
the streets.
That spiritual element wasn’t so
immediately obvious during my
time with the Street Angels, but
people were praying (Tony was,
at home, and I was whilst on the
streets, & I'm sure others were
too!) and we were definitely

given the opportunity to be
Christ on the streets, even if the
Street Angels didn’t own that for
themselves! This is a controversial
subject, depending on your
viewpoint – and I would be very
happy to discuss this with anyone!
I would also be more than happy
to come and speak at your group
or house-group!
I subsequently met the Street
Angels at their monthly Tuesday
evening meeting at Malton Police
Station led by PC Jane Jones,
who is their liaison officer. We
talked about using Methodist
churches as the Street Angels
base where they could stop for
coffee or to use the toilets etc.
They were delighted with the idea
of using The Wesley Centre in
Malton and at other times,
Pickering Methodist Church on
Potter Hill, for the Saturday nights
when they are out on patrol in
those towns.
I learnt that Street Angels in
Ryedale began patrolling around
5 years ago, and there are
currently around 8 active Street
Angels (not including me). They
will be out in Malton on 11th and
25th August, and are planning
to patrol in Pickering again on
29th September, when I hope to
join them. Please remember the
Street Angels in your prayers, and
if you’d like anyone to come and
speak at your church group about
the work of Street Angels, please
contact me.
Deacon Fiona

WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL
SEOUL, South Korea 11-15 July
2018
Just four nights in Seoul is a long
way to go for meetings of the
World Methodist Council, but for
many of the group of 13 people
who represented the British
Methodist Church, it was their
first time to visit the country.
I had been there 3 times in
preparation for the World
Federation Assembly in July 2006.

The World Methodist Council
comprises 425 members
representing almost 80 million
members in over 130 countries.
Each member of the Council
is part of one of the many committees working on areas such
as evangelism, inter-religious
dialogue, ecumenism, social and
international affairs, family life,
education, theological education,
and worship and liturgy of which
I am a member. Each of the
committees presented reports to
the Council, as did church leaders
from the continents and areas of
the world.
The 6 weeks prior to the Council
meeting saw a flurry of emails,
and documents in Dropbox for
the preparation of Council

worship. The committee was
responsible for three times of
worship – to open the Council
meeting, to end the Council
meeting, and to open the
second day of business.
The committee was led by
Amelia Koh-Butler, from the
Uniting Church of Australia, who
endeavoured to ensure that the
worship was not only in English,
that there was symbolism through
the use of colourful cloths and
stoles from various churches, and
that candles of hope and peace
were burning throughout the
meetings.
The worship of the second day
of business had special global
significance, as it involved
the presentation of the
Methodist Peace Award for 2017.
Two awards had been given, one
to the Nasser family, for their
work with the Tent of Nations,
which they host on their 100
acre farm located southwest of

Bethlehem in a highly disputed
area of Palestine controlled by
the Israeli Government. The other
award was given to OPCEMI, the
Italian Methodist Church, for its
work with migrants in Lampedusa,

Sicily and in Rome. As the
presentation was made,
and during the prayers of intercessions images were projected
of the artwork done by Francesco
Piobbichi.
Throughout the two days we were
in meetings, and on Sunday at
worship, Peace was constantly on
the lips of those who spoke, both
Koreans, and leaders of the WMC.
For 40 days Korean Methodists
in Seoul met at 4.00am in the
morning for prayer. Praying for
God’s power to touch them,
their church and their community
in their day to day activities in
living out God’s mission. But
also praying for the unification
of North and South Korea and for
the church in North Korea. It is
not unusual for Koreans to get up
early to meet together for prayer.
I have to admit I didn’t make it,
but two of our group did the day
after we arrived; it was the last of
the 40 days. Korean Methodists
firmly believe, and so should we,
that a growing church is based
on fervent prayer. They met in a
church which seats 4000 and
it was full, as it also was for
worship on Sunday morning. The

style of worship on Sunday was
very formal, but ably led by 140
members of the choir which has a
total membership of 1000 and an
orchestra of at least 50 players.
On Sunday evening, we met in the
square outside the main church
building, of about 20 floors,
to pray for peace. Peace on the
Korean peninsula, and peace in
the world. We were each given
a bell, and we prayed for peace
as we rang the bells. Just across
the road was the heavily guarded
American Embassy, and along
the road the Ministry of Defence.
The prayers of the group of us
who met were that peace would
touch the hearts and minds of
those who have interests in the
two countries, namely Russia and
America. And as we prayed so
we were reaching out metaphorically to touch Jesus, to receive
that peace. The work of the World
Methodist Council continues
through the committees until
they meet again in Gottenburg,
Sweden,
in August
2021,
followed
by the
World
Methodist Conference, which
is open to the whole world
Methodist and Wesleyan family
to attend.
Janice Clark
Photos by Carolyn Lawrence
and Janice Clark

Sinnington People’s Guild
Tuesdays 7.15pm at the Chapel

October

16 Market Weighton Waytes
23 Father Bill Godfrey - 30years of Church work in Peru
30 Miichael Bursell - “ Winkles to Walls”

November

6 Jim Pewress- The birds of Ryedale
13

The Northern Ryedale Singers

20 David Jackson - Towncrying from 2,000BC
to present day
27 David Mead “ Wild in Namibia”

For forty years now, Prisons Week
has prepared prayer literature to
enable the Christian community,
through individuals and churches,
to pray for the needs of all those
affected by prisons: prisoners
and their families, victims of
crime and their communities,
those working in the criminal
justice system and the many
people who are involved in caring
for those affected by crime on the
inside and outside of our prisons.
Prisons Week raises awareness
and generates prayer. It motivates
volunteers to step forward and

give their time and gifts, in
prisons and in their own
communities. It provides an
annual focus and reason for
Christians to work together,
building capacity and motivation
to make a difference for people
who are out of sight and often
out of mind.

Prisons Sunday – the second
Sunday in October – marks the
beginning of the week of prayer
each year, running through until
the following Saturday.
See prisonsweek.org

Ryedale Circuit

“Peace with God”
Celebrating
the life and ministry of

Billy Graham
(7.11.1918- 21.2.2018)

An evening of
music and testimony
Pickering Methodist Church
Saturday
17th November 2018
at 7pm
If you found Peace with God
through Billy Graham’s ministry
and would like to speak on this
occasion, please telephone
Revd Ruth Duck on 01751 475428
“Peace with God”
was written by Billy Graham in
1953
An Evening with
Bobby Ball
on Saturday15th
September at
Rievaulx
Methodist
Church.
In his own comedy style Bobby
testifies how God has changed his
life and speaks on real issues in a
way that can be easily understood.
Free admission but freewill offering
towards expenses

Worship & lunch
at Malton
Wesley Centre
each Friday noon to 1pm
From 21st September
A peaceful place to eat lunch?
Time away to just be still?
Join us for 15 minutes of worship
and reflection followed by
space & time to sit quietly,
or socialise, over lunch.
Bring your own lunch
hot drinks provided

Methodist Women in Britain
Opening service for the year

14 September 2018

10.00am - coffee - 10.30am

“Called to ProclaimDare to Act”
Revd Leslie Newton
13.30pm

“Journeying
with Gill Newton”
The Wesley Centre
Saville Street, Malton
YO17 7LL

Bring food to share for lunch. Drinks available.

September Diary Dates

Unless otherwise stated events take
place at the Methodist Church in the
named location.

4

9.00am Pickering

30 minutes prayer with staff team

8

9.30am York

Synod Manor Academy YO26 6PA

15

7.00pm Rievaulx

An Evening with Bobby Ball

16

4.00pm Kirby
Misperton

Harvest Festival led by
Mr M Bursell

18

9.00am Malton

30 minutes prayer with staff team

19

7.15pm Kirby
Misperton

Newton Choir. Supper to follow

23

10.30am Leavening

Harvest Festival followed by
coffee and cake

24

7.30pm Norton Bethel Harvest Celebration with
Miss J Recchia

29

8.00pm Leavening
Jolly Farmers

Harvest Auction

30

3.00pm Thornton
Dale

With Allerston and Ebberston all
welcome. Cafe service.

6.30pm Rievaulx

Rievaulx Sunday Evening Special
led by Rev. Robert Mason of York

October Diary Dates
1
2
11

11.30am Malton
-12.15pm
9.00am Kirkbym’side

Time to Pray. All welcome
30 minutes prayer with staff team

7.00pm Norton Bethel Circuit Prayer Meeting

13

2.00pm
-5.00pm

An afternoon around the world
Revd D Morris from Shipley

14

10.30am Rievaulx
6.30pm

Harvest Thanksgiving AAW
Evening worship Mr Chris Fawcett

16

9.00am Helmsley

30 minutes prayer with staff team

October contd.

Unless otherwise stated events take
place at the Methodist Church in the
named location.

16

7.00pm Rievaulx

Harvest Thanksgiving with
Mr Terrence Maw

19

7.15pm Kirby
Misperton

Musical Evening with
Thornton le Dale Friends

27

6.00pm Leavening
- 8.30pm

28

6.30pm Rievaulx

Pudding Evening. Tickets from
Chapel members
Sunday Evening Special with
Jackie Recchia

November Diary Dates
5

11.30am Malton
-12.15pm

Time to Pray. All Welcome

6

9.00am Norton Trinity

30 minutes prayer with staff team

7

7.00pm Norton Bethel

Circuit Prayer Meeting

18

6.30pm Rievaulx

Rievaulx Sunday Evening Special
with Deacon Fiona De Boltz

20

9.00am Kirkbym’side

30 minutes prayer with staff team

Time to Pray
for our towns and villages,
our country, our world, ourselves.
Time to be still, & reflect, pray through scripture, meditate on God, explore
creative and traditional prayer. On the 1st Monday of each month
3rd September, 1st October, 5th November, 3rd December.
at Malton Wesley Centre 11.30am - 12.15pm
Deadline for The Bridge Issue 26 is 4th November.
Please send articles, letters, notices and photographs with
permission for everyone shown to thebridge.editors@live.co.uk

See the preaching plan for other Harvest services throughout the circuit.

