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You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you...
all whose thoughts are fixed on you!
Trust in the Lord always,
for the Lord God is the eternal Rock.
Isaiah 26:3-4 (NLT)

God of Peace, grant us the energy, passion and determination
to do the work of peace. May we be those who sow in peace
and reap a harvest of righteousness. Not an easy peace, not
an insignificant peace, not a half - hearted peace, but the
peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Bible Society

Dear Friends,
In the next months there are important times
in the life of the Church. There is the period
of preparation: Advent. There are the two
Festivals of Christmas and Epiphany. And
in January as well as the New Year, we have the
Methodist Covenant Service and a week
of Prayer for Christian Unity.
The birth of Jesus, is the one Christian festival
most people...including some members of other
faiths...are happy to share in to a greater or
lesser extent. We probably all remember
some of the words written by the one-time Poet Laureate John Betjeman:
And girls in slacks remember Dad,
And oafish louts remember Mum,
And sleepless children’s hearts are glad.
And Christmas morning bells say ‘Come!’
Even to the shining ones
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel.
Christmas in the UK has an almost universal appeal and we rejoice that our
Christian heritage is so widely acknowledged and respected. The point of
Christmas of course is that we are celebrating the coming of Jesus into the
world, God coming to dwell amongst us, but coming as a little baby thing
that made a woman cry... in the words of another poet, Charles Wesley,
‘our God contracted to a span, incomprehensibly made man.’
Back to Betjeman again:
And is it true,
This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained glass window’s hue,
A Baby in an ox’s stall?
The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me?
Well, that’s a question we all have to answer for ourselves but this
Christmas is a time when we might reflect again on the vulnerability of
babies and children everywhere and especially in countries ravaged by war
and violence, in refugee camps deprived of proper food, clean water and
shelter and in situations where there are no medical resources to protect
them against sickness and infection. May it be that as we enter fully into
the joy of Christmas we shall remember the work of charities such as
‘Action for Children‘ and ‘All We Can’ as we go once again to Bethlehem
and ‘see this thing that has come to pass.’
Christmas blessings, Tanya

ALLERSTON
To commemorate
the end of the First
World War, Allerston
Churches Together
made cardboard cut
outs to represent the
six men who died
that are named on
the Allerston Village
Memorial in
St John’s Parish
Church. They were
on display for three
weeks along with a
poppy display on
the memorial.
On Friday 9th November, David and Carolyn Reed made
a presentation in the village hall about those men and the ones
who came home, followed by poems and songs.
Mary Kemp

EBBERSTON
As part of the Harvest Festival
celebrations, Sandy Evans made this
wonderful cabbage queen to
welcome a very full house of our
congregation, villagers and visitors.
We all enjoyed the usual excessive
amount of a truly scrumptious Harvest
supper of Ham salad and various sweet
offerings lovingly prepared by
members.
The evening was dedicated to
'Childhood memories' led by
Helen Leng assisted by Sarah Bumby
using anecdotes, poems and memories
of village life and oddities of
Ebberstonians past and present over
nearly a century. A great evening
enjoyed by everyone! Mike Leng

THORNTON DALE

Open the Book Anglican and Methodist team present
The Parable of the Talents at Thornton Dale School.

CAFÉ CHURCH
Allerston, Ebberston and
Thornton Dale Churches shared
a Café Church at the end of
September. Some of us wondered,
what this would be like? Would it
be scary? Would we have to say
something? Would we be out of
our ‘comfort zone’?
Well, we really enjoyed it!
We had a menu, with beginnings,
middles and endings and yes, we
did do some talking but our menu
guided us through simple
questions. We sang, prayed and

had fellowship with the people
around our table. Tea and
cake too!
Thank you to Rev’d Tanya and
Rev’d Ruth for their preparations
and gentle leading through a
different form of worship that was
not scary or confronational.
Guess what? We are going to do
it again, quarterly! So please pray
for us as this gives us a new
opportunity to invite others to
join us around a table to hear
some ‘Good News’. Mary Kemp

KIRKBYMOORSIDE
On 7th October there were two
special events at Kirkbymoorside
Methodist Church.
One was the Harvest Festival.
The Church was beautifully and
colourfully decorated with fruit,
food, flowers and foliage depicting
the season. Thank you to all who
made the Church look so amazing
and to all who brought food items
to feed those in need. All the edible items were taken to the Rainbow
Centre in Scarborough which was set up to help the homeless or those
with serious challenges living in today’s world.
During the service, which was led by Revd. Ken Gowland, the second
event took place. Ray Shore has been a local preacher for 60 years!
To celebrate, he was presented with a certificate commemorating his
achievement. Special mention was made to his wife Margaret, who
has supported him throughout his ministry. She was presented with
a bouquet by Church Steward Kath Hall.
At the end of the service Ray was given a cake to cut and share with all
the congregants to have with their coffee.
It was a
wonderful
Harvest
service made
more special by
the presentation.
We thank God for
all his wondrous
gifts.
Jean Benson

SLINGSBY
Slingsby had a wonderful Harvest Festival service with Rev Ken
Gowland which was on Sunday 23rd September. Friends from Slingsby
Parish Church and Hovingham Methodist Church also joined us. Ken
spoke about the parable of the sower and also shared his thoughts
with us about the meaning of ‘parables’ and how Jesus would often use
these in his teaching. We continued our fellowship over lunch in the
Sunday schoolroom after the service. We supported the Ryedale
foodbank once more by bringing more non-perishable items for the
harvest display. Donations given for the fresh produce and from the offering were sent to tear fund.
Home fellowship group has started again after the summer break.
Soupa lunch is always very well attended and has been a great outreach
to the village and beyond, even as far as Selby!
2nd Sunday club are still meeting in the Sunday schoolroom, sharing
tea together before doing crafts, hearing bible stories and just
having fun with one another. This is for children in school years 1-6.
We have just had our ‘shoebox’ service which was taken by Rev Tanya
Short in which we were reminded of how we can help others.
Audrey Foster

NEWTON UPON RAWCLIFFE

The final service was held at Newton Chapel on 14th October.
The church was full and we praised God for all the years of
worship and service in the village.
Please pray for those members who are finding new places for worship
and fellowship.

PICKERING
Redevelopment Project
After only 3 years of praying,
building plans, estimates,
fundraising, set backs, more
praying, head scratching, more
fundraising, tender results, more
praying and lots of meetings…our
confirmed funding is now more
than 95% of the amount we need
so the building works will start in
mid January 2019!
We have branded our project
PMC19 Amazing Past, Brilliant
Future!
The rear half of the building
will be completely redesigned to
enable several groups to use the
building at the same time –
with the benefit of a Café area,
and direct access to the Garden
from the Hall. The Chapel will
benefit from a new foyer with a
large glass panel looking into the
worship area so there is a view of
the pulpit and pews from the
exterior of the building.

We are very grateful for the
very generous support for our
project from members of the
Circuit Meeting, which resulted
in a substantial financial
contribution to our funding.
To help spread the message
of our project we have made a
short video explaining all about
it and linked it to an ‘online’
crowdfunding campaign to inform
and ask for donations from many
people who do not ‘do church’.
Please have a look at the video –
you can reach it via our webpage:
www.pickeringmethodistchurch.
co.uk/redevelopment-project/
It tells the whole story of the
project, see also our
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
pickeringmethchurch/
The work is scheduled to finish by
early September 2019,
when we will hold a party for
everyone who has been
involved in the project!
Martin Redgard

SHOEBOXES
The Photograph
shows Daphne
Bowes surrounded
by all the shoe
boxes which
were blessed on
Sunday 18
November and
sent on their way
the next day.
Daphne has
organised this
for many years.

BILLY GRAHAM EVENING “PEACE WITH GOD”

An evening of music and
testimony was held at Pickering
in November to celebrate the life
and ministry of Billy Graham
(7.11.1918 - 21.2.2018).

About 40 people attended from
around the circuit.
Mary Kemp writes: “I thank God
for the ministry of Dr Billy Graham.
I was privileged to be present at
Potter Hill Methodist Church for
an evening to commemorate the
life and work of the late Dr Billy
Graham. It was led by Rev’d Ruth
Duck who showed video footage of
interviews with him and of some

of the enormous Christian
Crusades that he led all
around the world.
This was interspersed
with congregational songs,
duets and solos and words
of testimony from local
people whose lives were
totally changed by
accepting the offer to
recognise Jesus as the
Son of the one true God.
To know that He died
willingly, as a sacrifice to take away
their sin and that they could, and
did, receive Him into their hearts
and lives as Saviour. Wow!
In 1966, as an 11 year old, I went
to the Earl’s Court Crusade with
my parents. I had attended Sunday
School from the age of 5 and so
I knew something about the
Christian life but I can remember
knowing that the awesome presence and power of God was moving
in that meeting. Four years later
I asked Jesus into my heart and life
and he has stayed firmly there
ever since! “

RIEVAULX
Way back in the 80’s we sat
around the TV as a family on
Saturday nights laughing
hysterically at the Cannon and
Ball show. What a nerve racking
experience to be standing next

in a believers life. It is indeed the
Good News of Jesus.
There were many laughs a few
tears and the blessing of the Holy
Spirit as the Spirit moved amongst
us. Is our walk with Jesus a bit like
just watching the TV and seeing
the lives of others being moved
while we stay safe in our homes
or are we truly walking alongside
Jesus, letting him direct our steps
and living a live of faith? Jesus
is not calling us to be a casual
observer in front of a TV (so to
speak) but to jump in with him
and get living. Well done Rievaulx
a well planned evening indeed.

ST. HILDA’S
to Bobby Ball at Rievaulx
Methodist church back in
September. It was easy watching
him on TV, but to stand next to
him was another matter entirely.
The church was packed and so
was our school room. Bobby
shared his testimony of having
everything and yet possessing
nothing. He shared how he found
Jesus to be a real Saviour who not
only washed him clean but forgave
him and healed his relationship
with his wife. It was an extraordinary and powerful evening of
worship, praise and testimony.
Jesus is still transforming lives,
and its our job as the church to
preach and teach the message of
salvation. No one could possibly
have left Rievaulx church that
night and not heard and understood the difference Jesus makes

Our LEP at Beadlam has been
strengthening fellowship together
with a mid week service of Holy
Communion and a lunch together
afterwards. Interestingly those
who have attended have also
come from the community having
spoken with Chrissie and Chris as
they have been out door knocking
in the community with the Good
Newspapers.
Listening to the teaching from
Jesus’ sermon on the Mount,
breaking bread together and
then to share lunch is one of the
great blessings in our Christian
tradition which we need to
recapture. We have also
discovered there are some
amazing soup makers at
St. Hilda’s, as we have been
extending the hand of hospitality.
Well done all at St. Hilda’s.
God bless
Rev. Ken

HARVEST PICTURES
The beauty of living in the countryside is the celebration at harvest
services, this really is something
special. It makes you realise when
you’re in a hurry heading down
the A170 and stuck behind yet
another tractor, think about what
they are delivering!
The pace of life in nature should
set our rhythm and pace. We
can’t hurry good things, like the
harvest anymore than we can

This year, take on 24 acts of
kindness to show those around
you there's more to Christmas
than they might have first
thought...
With a choice of three challenges
each day, can you take
practical actions throughout
Advent to share the meaning
of Christmas with those around
you? Join us to unpack the
nativity story in the light of
Scripture in daily reflections and put the lessons into action.
Top Challenges 2017:
•

hurry a tractor. Enjoy the slower
pace, be less in a hurry and
celebrate God’s goodness as
everything is perfect in his time.

•
•

Let someone out before you
when driving.
Say three kind things today.
Be quick to forgive when
people hurt you or frustrate
you today.

Rev Ken

Find out more about the Advent
Challenge and lots more good
stories and ideas on the Bible
Society website:
www.biblesociety.org.uk

SUPERVISION FOR MINISTERS
Our experience of supervision
will vary depending on our
background. We sometimes
speak of supervising children –
ensuring that their play is safe for
all concerned. As adults we may
have been supervised as part of
a management structure, again
with the aim of ensuring that safe
and effective methods of working
were maintained. Supervision may
be about the supervisor watching
someone else perform specific
tasks and giving guidance on how
to improve – or it may be more
about listening to someone talk
through issues that they have
encountered in a professional
environment.

“Watching over one another in
love” is a phrase used by John
Wesley in describing how he
wanted the leaders of the
Methodist movement to be, and
it summarises what we are still
called to do. Class leaders, and
home groups are frequently
based on this foundation of
mutual accountability.
When we fail to do this, we run
the risk of harm – to ourselves

and others. Safeguarding concerns
over past years have highlighted
this – and the Past Cases Review
recommended that all ordained
ministers should be under a
programme of structured
“Supervision”.
The training of supervisors under
an interim Supervision Policy has
been underway for the past year,
and the aim is that all ministers
should be receiving supervision
by September 2019.
I have recently had 2 sets of 2
days training to be a supervisor.
As a general rule Superintendents
will supervise their colleagues,
whilst I have, in turn now started
being supervised by someone
nominated by the District Chair
(The Chair and 2 alternates
are responsible for the
Superintendents). I will be
‘practising’ my supervision skills
over the next 6 months or so,
before being assessed, hopefully
as being competent – and only
after that time will I be able to
begin supervising. (So sadly
probably not in this circuit).
Some ministers were initially
unwilling to undertake the
training – as they saw it as yet
another pressure on overstretched
staff. We are committed to 6 x 90
minute sessions per year.
By the end of the first day’s
training they were saying “Wish
this had been available 30 years
ago when I started in ministry”!
Methodist Supervision has been
named “Responsible Grace”.

From the course handbook
I quote: “For Wesley human
encounters could be means of
grace – occasions for encounter
with God as one or more persons
put themselves at the disposal of
God and of the other(s).”
We are, in our pastoral
supervision, given the gift of space
and time – to consider a particular
issue along with an understanding
colleague. We are encouraged to
formulate in the first part of the
session a question to explore –
and an idea of the outcome
we would like by the end of the
session. We can talk, write,
draw or use objects (whatever
we find helpful) as we do the
exploration – and prayerful
silence can be powerful too.
Risk to the supervisee and those
in their care, is always at the back
of the supervisor’s mind, and
summary forms completed at the
end of the session, have to state
whether any risk was evident, and
that appropriate action taken.
God’s grace, even in my training
experiences of supervision, has
been evident. Methodist
Supervision is about shared
responsibility for the wellbeing
of all Ministers, and will never be
the waste of time that was feared
by some. It gives us a sounding
board and is potentially a
life-saver for ministers that are
struggling. Please continue to
support your Ministers in prayer,
as “Responsible Grace” is rolled
out across the country. Ruth Duck

JOAN MARSLAND
Many of you will be
saddened to hear
that Joan Marsland
passed away on
Wednesday,
November 7th.
Joan moved away from
Pickering a few years ago when
her health was failing to a Care
Home in Huddersfield to be close
to her son Andrew and his
family.
Joan was the widow of Rev Ted
Marsland who was
superintendent of the Pickering
Methodist Circuit in the 1970's
and he died during his time as
minister here. Joan moved out of
the Manse into Beacon Park
Second Avenue where she lived
until her move to Huddersfield.
She was involved in the life of
the church in Pickering and also
taught in the school at
Sinnington for many years.
For a number of years she trained
the Sunday School scholars when
they sang a hymn each week
during morning worship.
She had a beautiful soprano voice
and sang in the Ryedale Choral
Union.
Joan was a lovely lady who will be
sadly missed and we extend our
sympathy to her family during
their sad loss.
Katherine Coward

Lectionary Reflections
Penny Worth

December 2nd,
1st Sunday of Advent
LUKE 21.25-36

December 9th
LUKE 3.1-6

This passage is apocalyptic
writing; all interpretations should
be treated with caution! These
verses were used in past centuries
to frighten people into obedience
(to the church) and yet, Jesus
didn’t seem to be interested
in frightening people into the
kingdom elsewhere in the gospels.

Luke tells us about the beginning
of the ministry of John the Baptist.
Luke has already made it clear,
by recounting the strange
circumstances of John’s birth,
that this will be someone special.
After centuries of silence from
God’s prophets, John’s ministry
must have been a revelation in the
true sense of the word. He is
presented as one fulfilling the
words of Isaiah, but Isaiah writes
of all mankind seeing the glory
of the Lord; this is changed to:
‘all mankind will see God’s
salvation’.

It’s hard to make detailed sense
of this chapter: it moves from
describing historical events in the
earlier verses, to visions of the end
of the world in this section.
We also have a problem in verse
32: we either have to twist the
clear meaning of these words or
say Jesus got it wrong.
Nonetheless, Jesus is clearly
warning about judgement at
the end of time and telling his
followers to be prepared for that.
Perhaps the safest take-away
message is that we should live
each day as if it was our last,
always remembering that God is
a god of love first and judgement
second.

Clearly John heralds one who has
come to save.
What are we to be saved from?
What are we to be saved for?

FreeBibleimages.org

December 16th
LUKE 3.7-18

December 23rd
LUKE 1.39-55

Why did crowds flock to hear John?
He was so offensive and so
threatening that you would think
people would give him a wide
berth.
He tells people to change their

The image of these two pregnant
women spending time together,
puzzling over what all these
strange events might mean could
easily become a comfortable
domestic one (inaccurate though
that would probably be!).
But Luke doesn’t allow us to
settle into cosy images of babies
and bootees, he follows on with
the Magnificat. Mary’s Song sets
the births of these two babies in
a universal, political, theological
context.
We are reminded that God can
and will turn all things human
and political upside down.

way of life and turn back to God;
the specifics seem to be about
sharing, fairness, honesty...The
people listen, they ask his advice,
they wonder if he could be the
Messiah. Perhaps it was his
honesty and humility that were so
compelling. He deflects attention
away from himself to Jesus: ‘the
thongs of whose sandals I am not
worthy to untie’. Every advent we
reflect on John’s message as we
also prepare for the coming of
Christ. How much of what he said
is relevant to us?
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If God reverses all our fortunes,
where will that leave us? At a
time of year when we spend,
consume and waste so much,
these thoughts are particularly
uncomfortable.

CHRISTMAS DAY
LUKE 2.1-14

December 30th
LUKE 2.41-52

How much of the Christmas story
in your head is from the Bible and
how much is from nativity plays,
story books and TV? However
much we try and make this cute,
pretty and familiar, it remains
amazing.

Would Mary have called herself
‘blessed’ (Luke 1.48) if she had
known all she was to go through?

No one saw this coming (despite
those ‘prophesies’ we read in
carol services). How desperate did
things have to be for God to break
open the barrier between heaven
and earth and put himself at the
mercy of those he had created?
Love takes risks and God does risk
in spades.

Unlike much of her suffering,
which is almost unimaginable,
many of us will identify with
her worry here. A lost child is a
horrible experience; but Mary is
struggling with more than that.
She has had so many experiences
she can’t understand; we’re told
she ‘ponders’ things and
‘treasures them in her heart’.
She must ask herself, and God,
so often, “What is going on?”

We all ask God that question at
times in our life. Sometimes we
will get an answer we understand,
sometimes we just have to live
with the question.

January 6th
MATT 2.1-12

January 13th
LUKE 3.15-17, 21-22

The Magi get things horribly
wrong, but we can hardly blame
them; if you are looking for a
king the obvious place to start is a

In his report of Jesus baptism Luke
tells us there has never been a
person like this before. Jesus is
human – he is baptised along with
everyone else, but he has a unique
relationship with God. We say
Jesus is God’s son because the
image of a human family
relationship is the best we can do,
but that doesn’t say it all.
We are all God’s children, but
Jesus is God’s son in a different
sense, God is present in Jesus in a
unique way. It is because Jesus has
a foot in both camps, as it were,
because he is both human and
divine, that he is able to connect
us with God.

palace. Did they hear about
the consequences of their visit
to Herod? Were the weeping
mothers of Bethlehem on their
consciences? (They are still
weeping: 724 Palestinian children
killed since 2009.)
After their mistake they were
‘overjoyed’ to see the star still
ahead of them. As we make our
New Year new starts, is there a
message for us about God not
giving up on us when we get
things wrong?
Can you still see the star?

January 20th
JOHN 2.1-11

January 27th
LUKE 4.14-21

A well known story without a well
known meaning! John tells us this
is a ‘sign’ through which Jesus
reveals his glory, but it seems
rather a frivolous miracle to be
given such weight. Perhaps I
should ask myself if I’m making
false assumptions about God? Is
God more interested in church
than he is in parties? Or is that
just how I think of God? It reminds
me of the first part of a blessing
I use:
“Go to your daily place
remembering that the common
place is holy ground.
May the generosity and humour of
God flow through your frailty...”

Jesus message seems such a
political one, and yet, just as we

How dare I try to limit God!

tend to exclude God from parties
(see last week), we often try to
keep God out of politics. The God
of the bible won’t tolerate that
exclusion. If this is Jesus’
manifesto, he seems to be about
standing up for the poor and the
oppressed.
The God revealed in the bible,
both in the OT and through
Jesus in the gospels, is much more
interested in politics than religion.
It is injustice, unfair treatment of
the poor and those on the edge
of society that gets God angry.
Jesus speaks more about money
than anything else. Why do we try
and confine God’s concern? Is it
because our own horizons are too
narrow?

February 3rd
LUKE 4.21-30

February 10th
LUKE 5.1-11

These lectionary readings aren’t
getting any more comfortable!
We can imagine the people of the
Nazareth synagogue being really
pleased to see the local lad made
good, “One of our own, and hasn’t
he done well!” But they quickly
change their tune when he
becomes provocative.

Some bible stories seem a bit too
neat. Surely more happened than
we are told. What was it about
Jesus that made the fishermen

Jesus seems to be saying, “It’s not
all about you”. He tells them God
is also interested in foreigners,
those who are not seen as
God’s chosen people; perhaps
sometimes God even favours
those who are ‘other’!
Do we secretly think God’s more
bothered about Christians than he
is about others? Might he be more
concerned about the Syrians now
than he is about the church-goers
of Ryedale?

leave everything and follow him?
Why did he do a miracle to
convince these four? Don’t most
of us have to take more of a risk
when we make a leap of faith,
to follow him with less evidence?
Perhaps Luke has shaped the
story to emphasise the
commitment and the cost of
discipleship. Unless we recognise
at the beginning that there is a
loss in following Jesus, we will
soon give up. When we chose to
follow Jesus ‘We gave up
everything and lost more.
And we gained the
Kingdom of Heaven’ *
* From ‘He was in the World’
Copyright (1995), WGRG, Iona
Community, Glasgow, Scotland.
www.wildgoose.scot
Reproduced by permission.

February 17th
LUKE 6.17-26

February 24th
LUKE 6.27-38

Jesus addresses these blessings
and woes to ‘a large crowd of his
disciples’. As in the Magnificat
(Dec 23rd), we are reminded that
God can turn everything upside
down. The perspective of God’s
kingdom is often the opposite of
how things look in human society.
The ‘poor’ represent the outcast
and needy – those who have been
rejected by human society, but
they are accepted by god and
welcomed into the kingdom; in
contrast, the ‘rich’ represent the
secure and powerful, accepted

Jesus goes on to talk to those
‘who hear’, that is, those who have
repented. He sets before them a
very high standard of behaviour
– the law of love. They are not to
go by the usual standard of ‘tit for
tat’ but are to love even those who
treat them badly (as in verse 22).
This standard is set by God who
is kind and merciful to the
ungrateful and wicked.
Much as we might like to see God
dishing out our idea of justice to
the wicked, that’s not how God
behaves; he treats everyone with
love. If we can imitate God in
the world and love with his love,
unconditional, universal love, then
we will know what it means to be
children of God.

by society, but rejected by Jesus’
‘woe’. Jesus has also been rejected
by the leaders of the people, but
is accepted by God as his ‘beloved
son’.
Those marginalised by
society can know they are
following in the footsteps of
Jesus. How often do we see them
in that way?

100 Days of prayer for peace
In 1918
on 5th
August
the King
called
the
nation to
have 100
days of
prayer
for peace, hope and reconciliation.
100 days later the Armistice was
signed. This year, Christians were
called to join in a similar vigil and I
decided to join in but also to post
my prayers on Facebook.
I didn’t always use the material
from the website, https://www.remembrance100.co.uk/100-days/,
but often used hymns and quotes
from elsewhere. My posts were
short and often reflected the news
of war which comes through the
media. I came to reflect that we
are very richly blessed because of
the peace we enjoy in this country,
but we do not always appreciate
this, and I mourned for the lack of
peace in the world and the signs
of division and hatred which seem
to be growing in the world at the
moment.
I also came to realise that 100
days is a long time to keep on
praying on the same theme
without repeating oneself!
As a result of the prayers, I found
that I had reached people who
I didn’t expect to, Non-Christian
colleagues at work and others who
followed me on Facebook when

friends shared the prayers. I came
to realise how fragile Peace can
be, it needs justice and tolerance
and freedom to thrive and, sadly,
many people of the world do not
enjoy freedom and justice.
Sometimes it was hard to keep
hope in the prayers.I kept trying
to find hope in the knowledge
that people have come back from
terrible war and destruction and
found a real and lasting peace.
Places like Germany, where people
on both sides of the Berlin wall
campaigned for peace, and the
wall came down. Rwanda, where
there was a willingness to examine
the causes of conflict and resolve
not to let the tribal prejudices of
the past be part of their future.
South Africa, where hearings
were held based on truth and
reconciliation, not punishment.
I found hope in God, who does not
want us to hate and be at war. In
God who offers peace from within.
In Jesus who offers peace beyond
human understanding.
I would urge people who use
Facebook, to use it for prayer.
Offer to pray for others, put
prayerful thoughts online, or
offer people hope in the doom
and gloom of the news.
Let people know that you pray,
that you believe and that God is
on the side of truth and justice
and hope and peace. You never
know who you will reach.
Karen Pattison

MWiB
It was good to have so many
women from across the district
at the meeting on 2 November.
We were fortunate to have
speakers from both IDAS and
Cricket without Boundaries at the
meeting, and were able to hand
over to both of the partnerships,
cheques for £1000.
Thank you everybody who
raised the money.
This is what Claire Sanderson
from CwB put on her facebook
page: “What a fab day yesterday...
first up a speech to Methodist
Women in Britain who are
supporting Cricket Without
Boundaries with fundraising as
one of their chosen charities. What
an awesome bunch of women who
care - a lot. Here’s me proudly
accepting a cheque for a
whopping £1000. They are
particularly keen on our work
around ending #FGM and gender
equality work both in Africa and
the UK. Thanks for having me
#MWiB Janice M Clark.”

Candles and Cribs from around
the World 6 December
Liz Cotton,
from
Scotland,
discovered
that over
the years
her mother
had
collected
120 cribs or nativity scenes from
various parts of the world. Not
wanting to keep them stored
away in boxes, she is accepting
invitations to display them in
various places. On 6 December

the cribs will all be displayed in
Filey Methodist Church. During
the day there will be opportunities
to look at the cribs, and where
they have come from, and also
to sing some known carols from
various parts of the world and to
learn some new ones, interspersed
with readings, stories and poems.
MWiB will be preparing for
Christmas as they share the
wonders of the crib scenes from
around the world, and take part
in singing carols, listening to

readings and poems which also
represent how global the
Christian faith is.“
Janice Clark

CHURCHES WORKING AND WORSHIPPING TOGETHER
As well as the Cafe church, the Thornton Dale, Allerston and Ebberston
grouping will be sharing a covenant service.
Other groupings have met together in different ways:
Norton Trinity and Malton have had a shared
Church Council and are having joint church
stewards’ meetings.
On 9 December both churches will be sharing
an all age advent service at the Wesley Centre
alongside the Malton Christmas Food Festival.
Hovingham and Slingsby are sharing Church Council meetings.
They will have a shared covenant service on 6 January.
Helmsley and Kirkbymoorside will be sharing a service on 30 December
and sharing their next Church Councils.
Norton‘s Bethel & Trinity churches will be sharing a covenant service
with Scagglethorpe and Leavening on 6 January.

On Friday 14 December,
round up your colleagues, family,
friends – wear your brightest,
funniest, craziest Christmas
jumpers and make the world
better with a sweater.
Whether you join in at work, at
home, at school or down the pub,
it’s all about getting everyone
together in your daftest woollies.
And by donating £2 each, you’ll be
giving children the chance to build
a better future.

For most of us, the festive season
is a time of joy and family
celebrations. But unfortunately,
there are thousands of children in
the UK right now who are facing a
Christmas without food, warmth
or love. Action for Children is
working to change this - and they
need your help. This is why they
are asking you to be a Secret
Santa for a vulnerable child this
Christmas to help them make a
vulnerable child’s Christmas
safe, warm and bright.
secretsanta.actionforchildren.org.uk

Submit your prayers
to be used in the next

Worship: Leading & Preaching
An Open Forum
with

Bob Bartindale
Connexional Officer for
Worship & Local Preachers

Thursday 17 January 2019
7.00pm – 9.00pm
The Bar Convent, York
(Blossom Street, YO24 1AQ)
All Tutors, Mentors and Students are
warmly invited to attend – and anyone else
interested in learning more about
Worship: Leading & Preaching
Please contact Sian Henderson
(admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org) by 10
January 2019 if you are planning to come

Methodist Prayer
Handbook
The theme for the
2019/2020 Handbook is

Responding to the Gospel
inspired by Our Calling.
Email your prayers
by 11 January
prayerhandbook@methodistchurch.org.uk

Kirkbymoorside Methodist Church

Community
Christmas Tree Festival
16 - 23 rd December

- please support money raised for
Ryedale Special Families
and
KMS Junior Band

Anglican & Methodist
Churches Together

Yorkshire North and East
District

Advent Reflections
with
Louise Hayes

Methodist Women in Britain
Conference at Cober Hill

			
Wednesday 5th December
Wednesday 12th December
Old Grammar School
Thornton Dale 11.15am
Followed by
Bring & Share lunch

Mrs June Anderson
Fri 22nd to Sun 24th February

A Brief Encounter
Booking forms available from
Church Stewards or Ann.

DIARY DATES
December
2

2 - 4pm Norton Bethel

Unless otherwise stated events take
place at the Methodist Church in the
named location.

Open Church tea/coffee
children’s activities and prayer
stop (lights switch on)

4 10 -11.15am Slingsby

T Spot

9

5pm

Christmas Praise with
2nd Sunday Club

19

12 noon

20
22

Christmas Soupa lunch

7.15pm Kirby
Misperton

Carols in the village hall with
Jill Simpson and Friends Supper

1 - 3pm Norton Bethel

Display of children’s nativity
pitures and refreshments Carols

●

●

30

6pm

Christmas Reflections

January
8 10 -11.15am Slingsby
16

T Spot

12noon

Soupa lunch

6.30pm Rievaulx

Sunday Evening Special led by
Rievaulx Singing Group.

February
10

For Christmas services see posters in churches or please ask stewards.

District Gathering 18 - 20 October 2019 Scarborough Spa

*

Save the date

Sinnington People’s Guild
December

January

February

Tuesdays 7.15pm at the Chapel
4 Rev. Ken Gowland
Leading us into Advent
11 A carols evening
18 Thornton le Dale Friends
8 Member’s night
15 Thornton le Dale Ukuleles
22 Janet Brown A Holiday in Sri Lanka
29 Bridget Gillespie - Creation and
Creativity
5 Christine Pietrowski Down at the Old Bull and Bush
12 Filey Festival Singers
19 Dr Peter Hartrey Trekking to Milam Glacier
26 Michael Pitt - Victorian Chemists

Deadline for the Bridge Issue 27 will be February 9th 2019
The editor would be very happy to receive
notices, articles and photographs
(with permission from all people shown)
from any or all of our circuit churches.
thebridge.editors@live.co.uk
Cover photo: Rievaulx Abbey illuminated
It was the week before Christmas.
Parking spaces were hard to come by.
There were long lines, crowded stores,
rude people, and grossly inflated prices.
In one long checkout line, a man was
heard to say:
“They should kill the guy who started Christmas”.
One wise and godly woman in the line said,
“They did - they hung him on a cross.”
Therein lies the REAL Christmas story.

