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Aldersgate
It was 24 May 1738.
Wesley was almost 35 years old and
had been ordained for nearly 10 years.
The ‘society’ he attended was a Moravian meeting in
London. Wesley has first encountered the Moravian Church
during a difficult two-year mission to Georgia in North America,
from which he had returned just six months earlier. During the
journey, their ship had been struck by a severe storm, and shipwreck
and death seemed inevitable to most aboard. What Wesley noticed
was the calm assurance of the Moravians: confident in God’s love
and their salvation, they did not appear to fear death.
Wesley did not have that assurance. He was struggling at this point in
his life, when it was far from certain that the beginnings of a religious
revival would take hold and flourish. John Wesley’s experience at
the Aldersgate meeting transformed his belief and preaching,
ultimately leading to the formation of the Methodist Church.
Without Aldersgate, Methodism as we know it today
may not have happened.
But Aldersgate is not just about the past, or just about John Wesley.
His experience, so memorably and vividly expressed in his journal,
demonstrates the difference it makes knowing God for ourselves.
When one least expects it, even when things haven’t turned out
the way we hoped or when we feel we’ve heard it all before,
there can be change. Change happens when we share the story.
Wesley experienced this when someone
else read to him Martin Luther’s Preface to Romans.
Just as John Wesley felt his heart
‘strangely warmed’, we too can be refreshed and inspired
by sharing our faith stories with each other.

We have just gone through valentines and
heading to Lent, Holy week and the greatest
day of the year Easter.
Valentines and the passion of Jesus are about
love. Do you want a love shock? We hear so
much in church today about love such as,
’God is love!’ ‘God loves us unconditionally?’
‘God loves you just the way you are!”
‘God loves the sinner but hates the sin?’
But where in the scriptures does it say
these things?
Now, I’m not knocking love or the love of God
because the scriptures do speak of the love of
God. However It may shock you to know the
scriptures rarely say, ‘God is love’ - whaaaaat?
It’s a mistake to say, ‘God is Love’ as if this is all he is and not mention
his other attributes. For God is not just love, for he is also Holy,
Righteous and Judge.
Check it out for yourselves. Start with Genesis and work through each
book and see how many times you see the statement ‘God is Love!’
You may say, “ahhh, John 3:16 the most famous verse in scripture” which
speaks about how much God loves the world. Yes God loves but doesn’t
say that is all God is.
Consider this verse from Isaiah In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw
the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe
filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two
wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with
two they were flying. And they were calling to one another:
“Holy, holy , holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
(Isaiah 6:1-3 NIV)
Did you notice the seraphim were not singing, “Love, love love!” That was the Beatles song! “Mercy, mercy mercy - That was Marvin Gaye’s
song! The seraphim sang of God’s holiness, “Holy, holy holy is the Lord
God Almighty”.
1 Peter 1:16 says that we are to be holy because God is holy, do we
consider this as much as the phrase God loves me just the way I am?
To settle you mind, its not until we get near the end of our bibles that
we actually find the phrase, “God is love’ in 1 John 4:8. This is a
message to believers. The message the church has to preach is the same
as it always has been - Repent and believe the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Be baptised, receive the Holy Spirit and if we truly love and want to share
God’s love we will teach them everything that Jesus has taught us. The
Great Commission.
God bless Revd Ken

HELMSLEY
The account in scripture of
the rich young ruler who came
running up to Jesus asking, “What
must I do to receive eternal life?
It’s a question every person
should ask because our eternal
destiny depends on the response
we provide to this question. Sadly
the rich young ruler loved his
wealth far more than he had love
for God and so walked away sad
and Jesus let him. We hear of
this young man no more in the
scriptures.
It's always a delight when
someone comes to their minister
and says, ’What must I do to
become a member of the
Methodist church?'

Membership does not secure your
salvation and neither should it be
taken lightly. Becoming a member
of Jesus’ church is different to
joining a social club. My old
minister used to remind us
constantly that the church is the
only institution which is there for
the benefit of its non members.
In fact we are more than an
institution we are a family.
Jesus came to build his church,
he died for her and promised one
day to return for her. To belong to
his church is a wonderful privilege
and so it is a great privilege to
welcome our newest members to
Helmsley Methodist church, Sue,
John and Janet. It is a delight to
welcome you.
It’s important to remember
church is not something we do
for an hour on a Sunday, its much
more purposeful, beautiful and
enriching. The Church is a living
mission focussed movement,
following the way and life our
Lord and Saviour.
Jesus has promised he will return
for his church and invite his
faithful followers into the great
banquet known as the wedding
feast and eternal life. Oh what
joy in knowing Jesus today and
eternity with him which awaits.
God bless. Revd. Ken

THE LORD PROVIDES INDEED
We had a time of testing just
before Christmas at Helmsley
church. Our annual gas inspection
condemned both church boilers
at the same time the school room
heater packed up! The timing
was less than convenient!
We were under a little bit of
pressure as we had a number of
really big services planned;
a Baptism, a funeral and the
Town carol service!!
It’s interesting how pressure
makes us focus our prayers. Our
amazing God not only filled our
church for each of the services
but ensured that we had heat
while we worshipped. The Good
News of Jesus was proclaimed
at all three services - Preach the
Gospel of Jesus uncompromisingly
and God takes care of the rest.
Thanks be to God for his
goodness to us.

BIBLE STUDY UPDATE
The Wednesday Bible study
held at the manse has become an
ecumenical group which consists
of Christian people from
different churches coming
together to study God’s word.
So far we have journeyed through
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua,
Ruth, Kings and now we are
looking at the Prophets. Daniel,
Isaiah and Jeremiah. These are
inspiring books, there is always

much to learn. Wednesdays
3:00 pm at the Helmsley Manse
should you want to come along.

ST. HILDA’S BEADLAM
We have restarted our mid
week service of Holy Communion
at St. Hilda’s church. Before
Christmas we looked at the
Beatitudes as our theme. This
quarter we are looking at
creation.
If you would like to share in a
short service of Holy Communion
followed by a soup lunch we
meet on the second and fourth
Wednesdays 11:30 - 1:00.
Come and share in the Word,
Holy Communion and soup.

RIEVAULX
Big Questions
We’ve taken the opportunity at
Rievaulx to ask the questions
which we would like to know
more about from a biblical
perspective in our church. Revd
Ken is working his way through
a list of questions given to him
from the congregation.

KIRKBYMOORSIDE
Our grateful thanks go to all who
contributed, in any way, to the
Community Christmas Tree
Festival held in the Methodist
Church in Kirkbymoorside.
There were numerous favourable
comments from the many
visitors and the wonderful sum
of £1183.00 shared equally
between Ryedale Special Families
and Kirkbymoorside Junior
Band, shows how much it was
appreciated, valued and enjoyed.
From Ryedale Special Families
Lisa writes ‘ We are delighted to
benefit from this event. It was
great fun making our decorations,
thanks to the youth group and
over 18s group who all helped.
The combined Christmas trees
looked fantastic.’

And Jeanette, on behalf of the
Junior Band, says ‘They are an
amazing group of people who
are doing what they can to raise
funds for the new concert hall
and scout hut. We have a long way
to go so are sincerely thankful for
your generosity. The trees looked
fantastic!’
Kath Hall

SLINGSBY

The Sunday after was an exciting
time too; Revd Tanya Short, Louise Hayes and children from the
2nd Sunday club joined us for a
very special time of worship. First
we met in the Sunday schoolroom,
we all had chance to do some
crafts, there were some very
creative pictures and Christmas
decorations, the adults seem to
enjoy doing them just as much as
the children if not more!
We then went into chapel for
‘The greatest journey’ a nativity
with a difference! We all had
different masks to hold up at
appropriate times as the story
was read by Louise. The nativity

Slingsby united carol service was
at the Anglican Parish Church.
We had the pleasure of listening
to two carols sung by Slingsby
primary school. Little Donkey was
sung with great gusto!
Carol singing around part of the
village before heading to ‘The
Grapes’ to sing carols was on
Thursday 20th December. There
was a good atmosphere and the
carollers were much appreciated,
a good time was had by all.

story was read bearing similar
comparisons to the story book
‘We’re going on a bear hunt’.
We had lots of fun but the
message was still as
meaningful as ever. We then
continued our fellowship while
we shared tea together. Our joint
covenant service with Hovingham
Methodist and both Anglican
churches was on 6th January
taken by Revd Tanya Short.
Audrey Foster

PICKERING
Our rebuilding project PMC19
plans to deliver a state-ofthe-art community space to
Pickering Methodist Church.
The whole rear of the premises everything except the Chapel
itself – is to be rebuilt with
modern facilities and a flexible
design to allow us to make much
better use of the building. This
will include brand-new energyefficient heating and lighting.
We will also be addressing some
long-standing structural issues.
Thanks to the work of
the fundraising teams, the
generosity of 3rd party
organisations and our
congregation, the sale of the
Chapel cottage and funding from
the Methodist Church, we reached
our target of £630,000 in less
than 3 years. The Ryedale Circuit
particularly was extremely
generous in its support,
granting us £120,000.
The demolition phase began
on January 14th and, inevitably,

we have already come across
several issues which needed to be
addressed. These have now been
dealt with and work continues. We
have a good working relationship
with the contractor who keeps us
updated with any issues which
arise. We are delighted that our

publicity is paying off with
community groups already
making enquiries about hiring
the facilities when the work is
completed.
During the building work
our regular users have found
temporary alternative
accommodation for their events
and are looking forward to their
return to our wonderful new area.
We remain on target to have the
rear of the premises completed
by the summer; there will then
be some small changes to the
Chapel itself.
There’s much more information
about the project on our website:
www.pickeringmethodistchurch.
co.uk
Jerry Watts

LP CELEBRATIONS
Joyce Leckenby 60 years as a local
preacher
Congratulations to Joyce
Leckenby. A quiet service of
Holy Communion was celebrated
with Joyce in her home with her
proud boys.
Our Superintendent minister
Ruth presented Joyce with her
certificate recognising,
60 years ago when Joyce
followed the call to preach the
Good News of Jesus Christ.
Well done Joyce.
God bless. Revd Ken

Happy Birthday John Tilleray!

Shown here with Revd Jane Pickering, John Tilleray celebrated his 90th
birthday after the Sunday morning service at Thornton le Dale on 10th
February along with his family and church family. Robin Milton

Lectionary Reflections
Brian Shackleton

3rd March
LUKE 9: 28-36 (37-43)

10th March
LUKE 4: 1-13

This is the last Sunday before
Lent; so from Ash Wednesday
we count down the forty days to
Palm Sunday and the start of Holy
Week. And we make a journey,
not dissimilar to the Jews making
their trek through the desert to
the Promised Land. It may have
been fraught with danger, but
the promise was a new life; just
as we anticipate Easter and the
Resurrection.

The wilderness is the classic
place of encounter with ourselves.
So the start of Lent is the time to
think again about our lives, and
the values we have. Jesus, when
he was hungry didn’t think
selfishly about what would satisfy
his needs; and we should need
little reminding that we live in a
world where many are hungry.
Jesus commits himself to love
and service, not self interest.
God’s kingdom is not about
personal prestige, so the concern
of Jesus is continually centred on
those who need a helping hand.
It’s good to worship in the
fellowship of the Church,
but Lent also needs to be
the time when we take time
out in personal space.

But today we are on Mount
Hermon, for the Transfiguration
story. Peter offers to build
tabernacles (or tents): but this is
no time for putting down roots;
Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem.
And if you think our discipline
of Lent is just about giving up
something, follow Jesus down
the mountain (vv 37-43) when he
heals an epileptic boy; and think
about what you can do in practical
terms to help someone.

17th March
LUKE 13: 32-35

24th March
LUKE 13: 1-13

We are well on the road to
Jerusalem, and some Pharisees,
whatever their motive, come to
Jesus to warn him off. Herod, it
seems, has plans to kill him.
The response is a re-statement of
his intention to go to Jerusalem,
and again he identifies himself
with his impending death there.
Jerusalem ought to have been
the place where the nucleus of
the Kingdom of God could be
seen – the New Jerusalem.
Instead it is a place of rejection,
even if it is the place of sacrifice.

In common with much of
the ancient world the Jews
traditionally saw suffering as
a punishment for sin; and too
many folk still today make this
judgemental link. Ironically it is
often the poor (who may be
innocent) who suffer most. In
contrast with this the fig tree is
often found in a privileged
position – where soil is deeper,
say, in a vineyard. So here Jesus
relates a parable which at one
and the same time is about grace,
and a warning against sterility. It
comes with a health warning – you
can’t go on being useless for ever.

So perhaps we need to look
again at our life road-map, and
think through some of the more
difficult things that God might be
asking us to do. Will the Kingdom
of God ever come if we insist on
staying in our comfort zone?

31st March
LUKE 15: 1-3, 11b-32
One of the most familiar of all
the stories of Jesus this week!
Can we learn anything new from
a passage that is so familiar. The
parable of the fig tree from last
week might be a clue. This too
is about grace, and a warning
against the lack of positive lifestyle. The younger son may have
been wasteful in the far country,
but the elder brother displayed a
total lack of brotherly love.
The suggestion has been made
that this story really ought to be
called ‘the parable of the kind
father.’

7th April
JOHN 12:1-8

14th April
LUKE 19: 28-40

Our Gospel reading this week is
not from Luke but from St. John.
Luke does tell a story of a woman
anointing Jesus (Luke 7: 36-50),
but the setting is quite different,
and the reason for telling the
story is different as well. Here in
John (as in Matthew and Mark as
well) we are in Bethany, a village
just outside Jerusalem. John has
already told us of the raising of
Lazarus – a symbolic prelude to
Jesus’ victory over death at the
Resurrection. And immediately
after this story we have the Palm
Sunday Entry into Jerusalem.
A king is anointed, and John is
pointing us to the fact that it is
as an anointed king that Jesus
enters Jerusalem.

Of the four accounts in
the Gospels of the Entry into
Jerusalem Luke’s account is
the most detailed. If the crowd
reacted with spontaneity, the
planning of Jesus had been detailed to the last degree. We know

So today gives us the opportunity
to participate and be witness to
part of the Coronation rites of
Jesus. Make him your King!

that some Pharisees had planned
to have him arrested and the
crowd’s reaction had thwarted
that. Rome’s response to what
might have seemed an uprising
was mitigated by the ‘king’ on
a donkey (a demonstration of
peace): a ‘king’ on a war horse
would have signalled a threat.
So Jesus rides to establish his
very special brand of Kingdom.
And the question for us is,
“Are we with him 100%”?

21st April
JOHN 20: 1-18 ; LUKE 24: 1-12

28th April
JOHN 20: 19-31

It is not easy to come to
Easter Sunday with all our
preconceptions, and so miss
the wonder of it. We are moving
in the record from the Passion
(death) through uncertainty to
Resurrection (life). It is women,
who in the first century were
marginalised and disadvantaged
(remembering that some still
are) who had the first indication
of what had happened. And it
is Mary Magdalene one of those
women who moves from the
desolation of loss to the
encounter with the Risen Christ.

From now until Pentecost the
Lectionary will be following
readings in John’s Gospel. These
next two weeks we see what it
means to one particular person
to meet with the Risen Christ.
This week it is Thomas, perhaps
unfairly labelled ‘doubting’
Thomas.

It is worth waking up early to the
dawn time of realisation.

As with all Gospel stories, we are
entitled to ask the question,
“How does this passage help us
to live our Christian life today?”
In considering this passage
we may well want to look at the
difference between belief and
experience.
An honest examination of our
searching after truth and the
questions it raises may vey well
lead us to a more genuine
confession, with Thomas,
“My Lord and my God!”

5th May
JOHN 21: 1-19

12th May
JOHN 10: 22-30

We have left Jerusalem, and are
back in Galilee, and seven of
the disciples have returned to
fishing. So the ‘miraculous catch’
account forms the prologue
before the Jesus /Peter dialogue.
John’s Gospel seems to specialize
in these one to one conversations,
and here is another. The memory
of Peter’s denial in the courtyard
of Caiaphas before the Crucifixion
must have been particularly
painful for him, so the
‘recommissioning’ is very
moving.

It is the Festival of Hanukkah (the
Feast of the Rededication of the
Temple in 165 BC) – the festival
of ‘Light’. Jesus is in a very public
part of the Temple (Solomon’s
Porch), and he is challenged again
as to whether or not he is the
Messiah: - and answered (my
paraphrase) “Judge me by what I
say and do.” The Jewish
leaders are not happy, - they
pick up stones to kill Jesus.

But his new role is that of a shepherd, rather than a fisherman.
And if the shepherd’s work is
pastoral, he needs to know
and respect the “sheep’s”
preoccupations and needs.
Seems like pastoral work involves
a very special form of dialogue.

But John weaves into the
narrative the theme of the sheep
and the Good Shepherd, the
subject that is there at the beginning of this chapter. And this
takes us back to last week, after
the Resurrection when Jesus is
challenging Peter on the Galilean
seashore. It should make us think
about our discipleship, and how
caring we are for the wayward
and lost sheep, but not forgetting
those who are obedient.

19th May
JOHN 13: 31-35

26th May
JOHN 14: 23-29 or 5: 1-9

This week we are surprisingly
back with the Last Supper
narrative (immediately after
Judas had left). So it is a
challenge to reconcile death
and life as we work through this
post Resurrection season.
But the “new command” to love one another – would
have resonated with John’s first
readers, now often moving into
a place of persecution, when the
moral and practical support of the
Church community would have
been vital.

Unusually, this week we are given
a choice of Gospel readings.
As we move towards the
Ascension, so we realize that the
first disciples were going to need
to adjust to the physical absence
of Jesus. The Holy Spirit would be
the new source of strength and
help. Our relationship with God
is one of believing the words of
Jesus, and then putting his way
of life into practice. This is how
we love him.

Of course, the Christian
imperative is to love and care for
everyone, but here is a challenge
of our sensitivity and willingness
to respond appropriately when
there is pain and suffering within
the membership of our church.
“I will share your joy and sorrow
till we’ve seen this journey
through.”

The healing at the Pool of
Bethesda is a real-life enactment
of the principle of God’s power.
After thirty-eight years of
limitation when he had missed
out on the healing waters,
a crippled man now walks.
Jesus stakes his claim to the
Father’s authority.

CHRISTIAN AID
Saturday 27th April, Sue Tite will
lead a reflective walk, meeting
in Millington (near Pocklington)
at 11am. This is an opportunity
for people to go for a walk in
lovely surroundings between
Millington and Givendale
(approximately 2 miles) stopping
along the way for some short
guided reflection, using the
themes of the Christian Aid
week resources, before going
into the chapel in Givendale for
another reflection, and after that
to eat packed lunches, share
together and walk back more
sociably.
This won’t be a fundraising event,
but rather an opportunity for
people to take some time out of their busy lives to spend time with
God and other people, and to learn more about the work of Christian
Aid’s partners and the themes of Christian Aid week.
All Welcome. For more information please contact Steph Cooper
scooper@christian-aid.org or 07970 735861

- opening ourselves to the work
of the Holy Spirit as we read,
study and apply to our own
Christian discipleship.
Revd Ruth
Bible Month began in 2017
when the Methodist Church
encouraged circuits to engage
with a particular Bible Book for a
month - and in that year the Book
of James. In 2018 the book of
Jonah was studied. This year our
circuit is taking part, and we are
planning ahead to see how widely
across the circuit we can run the
4 weeks of themed preaching on
the letter to the Colossians.
Study material is prepared by the
Leaders of Worship and Preachers
Trust, and this helps the preacher
to pick out particular themes.
There is also material for home
groups that could meet to follow
through those themes after the
sunday service, as well as ideas
for children and young people.
Some of these special services
will begin at the end of May and others will continue into July.
If you would like your church
to receive this teaching, or a 4
session home group series, please
let me know, and we will do our
best to facilitate this. The
preaching plan will show BM1,
BM2 etc. to show which Bible
month week the church is on. This
is an exciting opportunity to dig
deeper into one Book of the Bible

“Reading the Bible is a basic
part of being a Christian.
To share and discuss a book
from the Bible in depth like
this is a great opportunity for
fellowship and to deepen our
understanding. We’re excited
to work with LWPT in developing
and promoting Bible Month as
a key resource for churches
wishing to engage more deeply
with Scripture.”
Jude Levermore, Head of
Discipleship and Evangelism
for the Methodist Church.
A digital version of the
magazine is available
to download from
www.preachweb.org/biblemonth

BLOOMING & FLOURISHING
In the middle of February
Graham and I went off to
Derbyshire for a week. I was
booked in to Cliff college to
attend a course leading to the
Certificate in Administrative
Ministry.
We had a good weekend to
begin with, ensconced in our
little holiday apartment above
the garages of a large house in
the nearby village. We did lots of
walking, looking at churches as
is our usual wont and generally
chilling out from work. Graham
had the week off so he enjoyed
being away from the public and
walking and reading whilst
I emersed myself in the Cliff
college experience.
Before the course, we had been
asked to “Have a think about
why you do the job you do and
whether you think of it as a job or
something deeper – some people
may use the term call. Bring with
you an object that seems to sum
up what you do. (Everyone’s
objects will be different as the
jobs and how we see them are
different.)”
There were some interesting
items: a mobile phone, some
keys, a little silver box that
opened out to become a cross,
a large glass paper weight with
many facets, a fan, the circuit
directory. I took the charger for

my computer. The explanations
were as interesting as the items.
The week took us through all
sorts of classes, on ourselves,
our job, our faith. We had some
excellent trainers along with the
current chairman of the Cumbria
District Revd Richard Teal (who
will be moving to the Driffield /
Hornsea circuit in our district
soon).
We discussed a number of Bible
passages which seemed to relate
to administration and all the
while I was thinking “is this really
a calling or not?”
The course was run for the first
time last year and we were told
that in their assignments the
participants (guinea pigs for the
course) had not written enough
about how their job related to
God.
As many of you know being an
administrator is not exactly my
bent although I do enjoy it. So
am I called? Well, I managed a
conversation with the programme
leader towards the end of the
week and came away with
“Bloom where you are planted”.
As we come towards the District
weekend “Flourish” later in the
year, and knowing our chairman’s
desire for “flourishing missional
communities” may I encourage
everyone to bloom where you
are planted. Ann Thomas

Above are details of the District Weekend, "Flourish". Please let us
see if a group from each church in the circuit can be a part of this
weekend in October. Perhaps you could make it a weekend away with
your church family - or just travel each day, but it promises to be a
wonderful time of worship and teaching, challenge and fun. Revd Ruth

RELEASING CREATIVITY IN WORSHIP
Finding effective ways of
communicating faith, meeting
needs and engaging individuals
in worship - beginning to
explore the whys and hows of
using creative arts within worship

The president of the Methodist
conference Revd Michaela
Youngson visited Norton for
the District event 'Releasing
Creativity in Worship” held at
Trinity Methodist Church on
2nd February.
After the president’s keynote talk,
everyone could choose two of the
four workshops followed by an act
of worship.
Words within the Word by Revd
Michaela Youngson - Weaving
liturgy from the text. Michaela
shared how she uses scripture
to inspire prayers, hymns and
meditations and offered some
techniques for ways to allow
God’s word to inspire the
whole of our worship.
As well as words: using spaces
creatively led by Revd Carla
Quenet.

as well as presenting some tried
and tested ideas.
Bringing ourselves: valuing each
other in worship led by Revd
Leslie Newton. Worship can be at
its most deep and authentic when
it emerges out of the reality of
those who are gathered together
- explore how we can enable local
communities to ‘own’ their
worship and use their stories
to enrich their experience of
worship.
Worship: Leading and Preaching:
exploring the creative resources
led by Revd Julia Skitt. The W:LP
course is full of starting points
and ideas designed to help move
towards a more creative style of
worship. It can be easily accessed
by everyone, without registering
for formal training. How to get
started and locate lots of ideas.

Open the Book is a Bible Society
initiative which sees volunteers
from churches going into local
primary schools to act out Bible
stories and bring them to life.
2019 is the 20th anniversary of
the scheme and many people
will be arranging celebrations
of some sort.

OPEN THE BOOK
The cover photo of this quarter’s
Bridge is from Open the Book in
Thornton Dale. Mary Kemp sent
in the photo with the caption:
“The catch was so great that they
had trouble pulling them all in.
Then Jesus said, Follow me and
I will make you fishers of men”.
As well as Pickering and Thornton
Dale in our circuit there are Open
the Book teams serving Leavening
Bulmer and Sinnington schools
too.
Karen Pattison our children and
families lay worker is now
organising some of Pickering’s
sessions. She explains:

I know from talking to children
and parents that the Open the
Book stories stick with them,
schools appreciate us going in
every half term and the drama
and dressing up helps them to
remember stories. We also
explain briefly what the meaning
of the story is and how it applies
to life today, following a script
so that everyone is happy about
what is being said.
If you would like to join a team
of volunteers in Pickering,
Thornton le Dale or Sinnington
please get in touch. It is a fun
way to reach a new audience and
it is always a privilege to be able
to bring the Word to life for
youngsters who may have no
other contact with the Bible.
Karen

John Wesley’s Rules for Singing
In 1761, John Wesley penned these iconic guidelines for corporate
singing for church congregations who would be singing out of the
Select Hymns with Tunes Annext hymn book.
Believe it or not, in the 18th century it was fairly cutting edge to sing
the hymns that we know and love today.
1. Learn these tunes before you learn any others, afterwards learn as
many as you please.
2. Sing them exactly as they are printed here, without altering or
mending them at all; and if you have learned to sing them otherwise,
unlearn it as soon as you can.
3. Sing All – see that you join the congregation as frequently as you
can. Let not a slight degree of weakness or weariness hinder you.
If it is a cross to you, take it up and you will find a blessing.
4. Sing Lustily – and with good courage. Beware of singing as if you
were half-dead or half-asleep; but lift up your voice with strength.
Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed of its
being heard, than when you sang the songs of Satan.
5. Sing Modestly – do not bawl so as to be heard above or distinct from
the rest of the congregation that you may not destroy the harmony,
but strive to unite your voices together so as to make one melodious
sound.
6. Sing in time – whatever time is sung, be sure to keep with it. Do not
run before and do not stay behind it; but attend closely to the leading
voices and move therewith as exactly as you can and take care not to
sing too slow. This drawling way naturally steals on all who are lazy;
and it is high time to drive it out from among us and sing all our tunes
just as quick as we did at first.
7. Sing spiritually – have an eye to God in every word you sing. Aim
at pleasing Him more than yourself, or any other creature. In order to
attend strictly to the sense of what you sing, and see that your heart
is not carried away with the sound, but offered to God continually; so
shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and reward
when he cometh in the clouds of heaven.”

to disagree” in his memorial
sermon for George Whitefield. He
continues “But, meantime, let us
hold fast the essentials”.

At Danes Court Home Group in
Pickering we have been using this
booklet for the last few months.
Ruth is keen to get as many
groups as possible to use these
resources for us to examine our
beliefs. The sub title is “Making it
easy for you to speak about God
and faith”. In the introduction
there is a quote:
“ We need to provide safe and
loving spaces in which to share
honestly the deepest concerns
and questions of our lives,
to become vulnerable to one
another, supportive of one
another and challenging of one
another”.
The booklet is self contained
but we found it better if you try
to follow the suggested “ground
rules”. Also someone needs to
facilitate the sessions, this means
in practice keeping us on topic
and to time. Sometimes we cannot
resolve issues in the time
allotted and we need to be able to
go away and think. John Wesley
is famously accredited for first
using the term in print “Agree

The sessions include, “A present
God”, “ A listening God”,
“A caring God”, “A speaking God”
and “ Jesus as our teacher and
model”. Each session is structured
around, welcome, worship, word
and witness. The activities are
there to help you think and talk
about the topics, there is plenty
of opportunity for you to be
involved. Questions challenge
us to look deeper, and
prayerfully consider the topic.
You might not do everything
in the “work book” but there
is enough for all to contribute
as valued members of your
fellowship. This is about “Our
Calling” and “how we respond to
the Gospel of God’s love in Christ
and to live out its discipleship in
worship and mission”. If we have
talked through our thoughts and
concerns in a loving ‘safe space’,
we are more confident to talk
about it to others. We need to
rely on each other for support in
our witness to our family, friends,
work mates and people we meet.
Following the activities, worship
and words of this booklet, gives
us a good start in enabling us
to do this. I found that in each
session there was always one bit
that gave me pause for thought.
Graham Thomas
Booklet available from Methodist
Publishing at a cost of £1.99 each or
£1.79 for more than 10.

LABYRINTH WALK

Finger labyrinths can be used
for prayerful reflection when it is
not possible to walk a full-sized
labyrinth.
...did not our hearts burn within
us as he talked to us on the
road... Luke 24:32

...Walk humbly with your God...
Micah 6:8
Labyrinths are ancient
pathways found across the world.
The winding path helps us to
’unwind’, to let go and rest in
God. Members of the early
church as well as Medieval
pilgrims have used them as a
support for prayer.
Today, labyrinths are being
created in churches, retreat
centres, schools, hospices and
cathedrals to offer a spiritual
space for prayer and reflection
providing a stilling space in
a busy world.
A labyrinth is different from a
maze. A maze is full of dead
-ends and designed to get you
lost. A labyrinth has only one path
that always leads to the centre...
if you stay on the path you cannot
get lost.There is no right or wrong
way to walk a labyrinth... no set
pace... just follow the path in your
own time...

When you are ready walk into the
labyrinth or on a finger labyrinth
slowly trace the path with a
finger, use a finger on the hand
that you do not write with, just let
your thoughts come to the surface
and let them flow.
Your labyrinth prayer time can
be as open or as focused as you
would like it to be.
You might want to simply enter
the labyrinth and walk with the
Lord or, before you enter the
labyrinth, you might like to take
time to:
Read and reflect on a line or two
from Scripture
Hold a memory or a photo of a
loved one you wish to pray for
Consider an experience in your
life where you are seeking healing
or forgiveness
Think about a key celebration
in your life and walk a prayer of
thanksgiving in the labyrinth.
© 2014 Pilgrim Paths Ltd
See www.pilgrimpaths.co.uk

Norton Bethel Chapel

Easter Messy Church
Tuesday 16th April
10:00 -11:30am

for
primary school aged children.
Parents and younger children
are welcome to stay.
Games, stories, crafts and snack.
Just come.
We would love to see you.
Bring your children,
grandchildren
or
great grandchildren along

Leavening
Chapel Anniversary
Sunday 2nd June 2:30
will be led by
Rievaulx singing group
followed by tea

Harrogate
13-17 April 2019
springharvest.org

Friday 24 to Monday 27 May 2019
We hope you will be joining us and
encouraging others to come with you to
Festival 2019: Into All The World! We will be
building on our 2018 theme and, in 2019,
will be exploring how we can share our
faith story with other people.
For further details see www.cliffcollege.ac.uk
Check out conferences, courses and retreats at the same time!

DIARY DATES
March
5

17.30 Rievaulx
- 19.30

Unless otherwise stated events take
place at the Methodist Church in the
named location.

Pancakes and Puds restaurant at
the Village Hall.

7

19.00 Norton Bethel

Monthly Circuit Prayer Meeting

8

19.15 Kirby
Misperton

An evening with Ken and Nancy
Allanson and Wendy

18.30 Rievaulx

Sunday Evening Special with
Mr Mike Fitton

17
30

14.00 Norton Bethel
- 17.00

An Afternoon Around The Word
Bible Study led by Revd David
Morris from Shipley. All welcome.

April
5

19.15 Kirby
Misperton

An evening with Revd Peter Cross

11

19.00 Norton Bethel

Monthly Circuit Prayer Meeting

14

14.00 Rievaulx

Palm Sunday Procession and
service through Rievaulx village
& Abbey with Revd Ken Gowland

19

14.30 Norton Bethel

Good Friday Service Beneath the
Cross led by Mrs T. Hobday

24

19.15 Kirby
Misperton

An evening with
Thornton le Dale Friends

28

10.30 Rievaulx
18.30

Chapel Anniversary All Age
Worship and Evening Worship
with Mrs Grace Metcalfe

16.00 Kirby
Misperton

Chapel Anniversary led by
Miss Ann Corner.

11

17.30 Kirby
Misperton
Village Hall

The Dalesmen Singers.
Refreshments to follow.

19

18.30 Rievaulx

Sunday Evening Special with Revd
Tony and Deacon Fiona de Boltz

May
5

Sinnington People’s Guild
Tuesdays 19.15 at the Chapel
March

April

5

Revd Ruth Duck leading us into Lent

12

Margaret Shaw - Every object tells a story
(Malton museum)

19

John Porter - Scarborough lifeboats yesterday, today and tomorrow.

26

White Rose Male Voice Choir

2

AGM

CHRISTIAN RESOURCES EXHIBITION
March 13-14
Hall 1, Event City, Manchester
Special Guests:
Dana, The Bishop of Bolton,
Andy Flannagan, Voices Beyond
The cost of entry is £4 when you register in
advance - a saving of 50% off the on-day price.
Groups of 3 or more will be charged the group
rate of £3 each. This ticket is valid on any
and both days of the exhibition. For list of
seminars and exhibitors www.creonline.co.uk

Grateful thanks to Revd Brian for his thoughts on
the Lectionary Readings.
The deadline for the Bridge issue 28 will be 5th May
The editor needs your contributions in order to
keep the circuit magazine going.
Please send accounts of events that take place
at your church and wherever possible include photographs.
Permission from everyone pictured or a
parent of children under 18 is required.
thebridge.editors@live.co.uk

