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Dear Friends,

I feel a bit like someone who has just got married and is going to spend 
Christmas with the in-laws. You know how it is; you have your way of 
celebrating Christmas, your family’s way.
 
In our family that meant Christmas stockings in bed, breakfast then 
church, lunch but no presents until after the Queen’s broadcast at 3 
o’clock, then cold salad supper at 7pm. When you marry you are part 
of a different family with different routines and expectations. Arriving 
in Ryedale I have found it difficult to balance the different expectations 
from the churches who each have their Christmas traditions. Dare I say 
it is difficult enough to follow one person’s ministry, to follow two 
people in two areas has made it even harder to know what is happening 
and to work out how and where I can fit in and be useful.

That said the message of Christmas is the same in every Circuit, 
every church. We celebrate the coming of Jesus, the incarnation of the 
Christ-child. There may be traditions of Carol Services or new activities 
such as a Posada (The Holy Family as a Nativity Crib journeying round 
houses or shops each day of Advent), but at the centre there must be a 
baby. That is what we celebrate; the one who came that we might have 

Revd Peter and Chris Sheasby with District chairman Revd Leslie and 
Malton mayor/Circuit Steward Paul after the Welcome Service.



life in all its fullness. For me the time of Advent is a crucial time 
of preparation, and I don’t just mean buying presents, writing 
cards or getting in the food. 

I always had an Advent Calendar from my God-parents (not full of 
chocolate but with little pictures of Christmas related items ending 
with the great stable scene), so from an early age the countdown to 
Christmas is a significant part of my spiritual journey. I have tried to 
hold congregations back from singing too many carols too soon.  

These days it seems for many people not in a church as if Christmas 
starts with the shops straight after Hallowe’en, or even before, and ends 
on Boxing Day by taking down the Christmas tree. Whereas for us that 
is just the start, the beginning of another circle of growing with Jesus, 
hearing his story again which will lead us in time to Holy Week, Easter 
and Pentecost.

So I encourage you this year to celebrate in the old, familiar, ways. You 
might have to remind me of what you do and when, and please don’t 
assume I know or that Tanya and Ruth will have left me copious notes 
on every local tradition. But I also want to encourage you to be open 
and watching out for new ways of worshipping, new opportunities, 
new insights, to find something new in the familiar story of Jesus’s 
birth. It is ever old but also ever new, Jesus can speak to us afresh 
even in the message of the most well-known story of our lives.  

After nearly 40 years of marriage Chris and I, with Anna and James, 
now have our own family traditions, which we enjoy and like to hold 
on to. Here I will learn new ways as each congregation shares 
their practices and insights to this wonderful
story. 

I hope and pray that amidst all the hustle and 
bustle of Christmas you do find time to “have 
a baby” and find Jesus with you in church, 
at your Christmas lunch table, in friends 
and family and most importantly 
in your heart.   

Happy Christmas, 

God bless,  

Peter



KIRKBYMOORSIDE 
METHODIST CHURCH DINNER CLUB

Back in 1985 Beatrice Bartlett and 
Rev. John and Pat Goodall had 
a very good idea. As part of the 
Church outreach why not form a 
Dinner Club for older people or 
those who lived alone? The idea 
began to take shape and with 
helpers Dot McRea, Rosemary 
Wass, Jean Smith and the teasurer 
Evelyn Westmorland, the weekly 
event was created. Lots of help 
came from the other churches 
in Kirkbymoorside so of course 
there was a lot of merriment in the 
kitchen! 
The first meal ever was Soup with 
a roll, Shepherds Pie, Apple Pie 
and Custard and a cup of tea. 
The main course was cooked in 
Beatice’s kitchen on West End and 
she used to transport all the meals 
to Church in her car! To begin 
there were 20 to 30 diners and 
this eventually increased to 60. 
This necessitated the purchase of 
a larger oven so they could cope 
with menus like Roast Beef and 
Yorkshire Pudding etc!

Jean (3rd from left) with helpers 
Jean and Mary and friend Linda.

Eventually, Beatrice, Brian and 
family moved to Beadlam and it 
became difficult for her to continue 
due to ill health so Angela Purdy 
stepped into the breach, and the 
Dinner Club was able to continue 
and today the club is run and 
organised by Jean Lishman. She 
does the soup and main course 
and the puddings are made by a 
rota of volunteers. Jean says there 
is always room for more diners. 
Just contact her on 01751 432111 
to book a place.
Sharing food and conversation 
around a table is very therapeutic 
and the diners I met on the day 
I called couldn’t praise Jean and

the meals enough. Everyone really 
looks forward to their Wednesday 
get-togethers and miss the friend-
ship and meals during the summer 
and Christmas breaks. Now I have 
mentioned Christmas, I should 
record the fact that there is a 
fantastic traditional Christmas 
dinner with all the fun and food 
you would expect!

Don’t forget, if you would like to 
enjoy sharing a Wednesday lunch 
with friendly people just contact 
Jean on the number above. 
Jean Benson



RIEVAULX

Once again Rievaulx Chapel had 
a spectacular display of produce 
ranging from flowers, fruit and 
vegetables to kindling, a wool 
fleece and hand-made walking 
sticks. The Harvest Thanksgiving 
services on13 October were led 
by Alan Woodhouse from Austwick, 
Settle and his wife, Ruth, sang 
solo items at both services. After 
the morning service there was a 
finger buffet lunch for everyone.

On the following Tuesday evening 
the chapel was full for the 
Thanksgiving Service led by John 
and Sheila Bainbridge from 
Richmond. The whole weekend 
was a time of wonderful 
worship and fellowship. The 
produce was auctioned after the 
Tuesday evening service in the 
Village Hall raising £576.57 for 
Water Aid and Mercy Ships.  

Right now, some of the world’s 
poorest and most marginalised 
people don’t have clean water to 
drink, decent toilets or hygiene.   
Without these basics, overcoming 
poverty is just a dream. But when 
we help them with our donations 

to dig a well or install a tap stand 
in a community, we’re changing 
the lives of children for the better. 

Worldwide, Five billion people 
lack access to safe, affordable, 
timely surgery.  
 
Many live in developing countries 
where healthcare infrastructure is 
limited or non existent, or there’s 
a shortage of trained healthcare 
providers. 

This is why Mercy Ships uses 
modern hospital ships to bring 
world-class volunteer medical 
professionals directly to the 
places they’re needed most. 
They also train local healthcare 
providers and improve medical 
infrastructure and they even stock 
ships with a supply of vehicles so 
that they can reach remote areas!   

Thank you to everyone who 
supported the weekend in any way.

Sheila Foster



SINNINGTON

As is our custom in Sinnington, 
we held our annual Bacon Butty 
Morning on August Bank Holiday 
Monday. As some of you will 
know, it’s not just Bacon Butties, 
it is homemade soups and 
so much more.  Dave Scaling

RIEVAULX HOME GROUP

As Rev. Ken Gowland was not 
available to lead our regular 
fortnightly Bible Study during 
his three month sabbatical we 
decided to experiment with 
creating a Home Group for a 
three month period starting in 
May.   

Some people within the Church 
had felt that God was leading 
them to do this and it has proved 
so popular that at the end of the 
three month trial period everyone 
wants it to continue indefinitely.

We meet twice monthly in 
members’ homes for a time of 
fellowship, sharing, caring and 
learning together. This is also 
an opportunity for people to 
build relationships and deepen 
their faith. To date we have had 
a varied programme from 
ice-breaker games, dvd’s, 
and quizzes to bible studies 
and discussions with up to 18 
people coming along each time.
    
Our bible study led by Ken has 
also started again once monthly 
and we continue to have a regular 
monthly Prayer Meeting. S Foster



SLINGSBY

Two very successful events 
held over the summer involved 
Afternoon Teas!  The first was 
one celebrating Yorkshire Day 
(1st August) as promoted by Radio 
York under the banner of 
“Cake & a Cuppa”. The idea was to 
encourage us to reach out to the 
lonely and elderly and invite them 
to come out for the afternoon.  We 
organized the event in Slingsby 
Chapel Schoolroom and issued the 
invitations around the village and 
beyond not knowing how many if 
any would come.  In the end about 
50 people came and really enjoyed 
themselves with enough cakes for 
everyone and lots left over as well.

In late August we had our usual 
Afternoon Tea at Stephen & 
Rachel’s home. Thankfully it was 
a lovely sunny day ideal for sitting 
out in the garden under the shade 
of some gazebos and enjoying full 
afternoon tea. It is one time in the 
year when I make sure the lawn is 
cut and all the weeds are pulled 
and everything looks (reasonably) 
tidy. Lots of people came and we 

 

had a great time.  (photo on back 
cover). Stephen Prest 

We were joined by friends from 
Slingsby Parish Church and 
Hovingham Methodist Chapel for 
our Harvest Festival service led by 
Revd John Manchester. We were 
reminded of God’s wonderful 
creation and of course thankful 
to our farmers and those 
working on the land. 

Revd Manchester confessed how 
he would have liked to have been 
a farmer had he not followed his 
calling into the ministry as he 
would still have felt close to God 
and also would be able to fulfil 
his desire to drive a combine 
harvester!!! 

Once again we supported the 
Ryedale food bank with 
non-perishable items from the 
harvest display. The offering and 
donations given for fresh produce 
was going to be sent to Tear Fund. 
After the service we had a buffet 
lunch in the schoolroom.

Our fortnightly fellowship meeting 
has started again after the 
summer break. This is a lovely 
informal meeting with lots of 
laughs but of course a time where 
we can encourage one another as 
we learn more about God’s word 
and pray for situations that are 
close to our own hearts and 
around the world. 

Audrey Foster



Over a thousand people gathered at The Spa at Scarborough on the 
weekend of 18th to 20th October to take part in a celebration called 
Flourish which was organised by The Yorkshire North & East Methodist 
District led by our chairman Rev Leslie Newton. 

The Best thing about Flourish?
The opening service where so many people came, more and more chairs 
had to be brought in to hear our Chairman, Leslie Newton preach from 
Colossians, assuring us that even in this troubled world and troubled 
times, Jesus Christ holds all things together. Following the service we 
were brilliantly entertained by the Christian comedian Paul Kerensa. 
More than an hour of sheer laughter. There was a wonderful Bible study 
led by Revd Ashley Cooper from Cliff College who told us ‘For God’s 
sake, stand out. Don’t  be the same. Don’t  conform.’ All from Acts 16 
as he told us the story of Paul and Sirus in prison. This was followed by 
a talk from Elaine Lindridge an Evangelism Enabler from Newcastle. She 
certainly lived up to her title as in the afternoon her talk about Church 
growth or end of life plan was totally packed with not enough room 
for everyone. Jean Benson

On Saturday evening Revd Professor David Wilkinson, Principal of 
St John’s College Durham based his talk on Paul’s visit to Athens and 
how he used his intellect and learning to debate and challenge these 
learned people of Athens to great effect. 

In his final address Revd Leslie Newton challenged us to go back to our 
churches and encourage everyone to FLOURISH in proclaiming the 
Gospel Message that Jesus is there 
for everyone. In addition to all this 
there was some great music and 
worship times and opportunity to 
attend workshops, seminars and 
various worship styles. All in all 
it was a fantastic event and a real 
encouragement to the hundreds 
of folk gathered there. Hallelujah!  
Stephen Prest



Flourish was brilliant - you missed a treat if you weren’t able to be there! 
Wonderful fellowship and it was good to be amongst a 
‘great crowd of witnesses’ and yet part of one body - 
the connections (and connexions) were all present, 
it was a pearl of a weekend. Scarborough spa was buzzing! 
Helen Richardson 

The corporate worship and the two speakers on Saturday morning - 
Kate Gibbs

I thought that the music was great! - Dave Scaling

The inclusivity was lovely to see with the sign language during the 
worship. Taking sunflower seeds home to share was a great idea! 
Yvonne Scaling. Nathan said he loved the lively music.

Flourish was a wonderful chance to meet up with so many Methodists 
from all over the District and hear about all the initiatives which are 
flourishing in our area and throughout the Church. To refresh our faith 
in things we know about and to learn about new things does us good and 
fills us with hope that God really is at work in us and can do great things 
through us. We pray for more Harvest Hands. - Karen Pattison

It was great to be part of over 1000 Methodists worshipping together, 
listening to and being challenged by 5 star teaching, having fun and 
enjoying each other’s company. All this on our doorstep! Rachel Prest

Flourish was Methodism at its best. Inspirational speakers and dynamic 
challenges made to us for the future that we can Flourish. 
A great opportunity for us brought to our locality. 
Robert & Marion Rayner

How much we anticipated this week-end; and it was all that we hoped it 
would be. To see folk of all ages; to worship with them, and to see the 
leadership of the  District, and the Conference, leading the Gathering.
To feel partnership with no age-barriers, and to share worship was so 
much an answer to prayer. Ray & Margaret Shore

...hearing how Messy Church around the area is making disciples; having 
KMS’ good messy practice confirmed; getting some new ideas to try; 
finding Margaret & Ray and having lunch with them! - Liz Bartrop

On Sunday morning before the closing service, we went to the Celtic 
Worship. It was a new experience but I hope it won’t be the last one. JB



PICKERING

We’re back!! After months of 
being away from our building 
Pickering congregation is back at 
Potter Hill!

The church won’t be ready for a 
while but the church hall, sparkly 
new kitchen and other rooms 
have been handed back to us.

A very successful 
coffee morning on 23 
November was the first 
event back in the 
building. Many people 
came to see the new 
surroundings. 

Among them a number 
of old friends and 
some who have 
become friends 
over the past months 
whilst sharing worship 
at the URC.  



The first service in the newly 
refurbished hall was on 
24 November.The date is known 
both as Stir up Sunday and the 
Feast of Christ the King. 

Revd Tony de Boltz led us and 
challenged us about what we were 
going to do with our new space to 
serve Jesus the King. 

When you have good food cooked 
by friends you are always aware 
of the love that goes into its 
preparation. We need not only 
to stir ourselves up, but our 
community too; not with devision 
but with compassion and love.

Stirring has a function in cooking, 
stir too hard and it can separate 
the ingredients, stir with care and 
it enhances the flavour, produces
a lightness in the cake or a 
richness in the sauce.
Love is in all that Jesus did, and we 
should be no different. “Practice 
hospitality” Paul writes. As we get 
used to our building I pray that we 
show Jesus to all. Graham Thomas

STIR up, we beseech 

thee, O Lord, the wills 

of thy faithful people; 

that they, plenteously 

bringing forth the 

fruit of good works, 

may of thee be 

plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.



1st December
MATTHEW 24: 36-44

It seems a strange place to be 
starting our Advent journey, 
Matthew, because this reading is 
set halfway through what we today 
call Holy Week, and Jesus refers 
to a massive disaster of the past 
(the Flood), and warns of more 
disasters to come.

My world has all sorts of aids that 
apparently make being alert easier 
(smoke alarms, CCTV cameras, 
sirens – and the immanence of 
natural disasters can be relayed to 
millions by radio and television). 
But aids of this sort only warn, they 
don’t remove potential dangers.
And many of us have lived through 
all sorts of dangers – wars, nuclear 
threat, economic crises, famines, 
to say nothing of issues concerning 
climate change. Oh! How we long 
for a safe world of comfortable 
security.

Advent helps us to remember 
that it needn’t be like this. The 
coming of Jesus brings a new set 
of choices, and if Kingdom values 
are adopted it will be a very 
different sort of world.

8th December
MATTHEW 3: 1-12

Considering how barren this place 
is, Matthew, there seem to be a 
surprising number of people here. 
And it’s difficult to imagine that 
the strange-looking man that 
they are listening to is the main 
attraction. It is difficult to imagine 
who would want to listen to John 
the Baptist’s message so full of 
extravagant condemnation, as he 
sees a society that is given over 
to wall-to-wall wickedness.

But maybe the essence of the 
message (if not the language) 
resonates with us because many 
people of our day, outside the 
church as well as in, see the 
world of our time as one of 
selfish disorder. But listen 
carefully, and you are listening 
to a message of hope. John tells 
us of what’s to come, or rather, 
who is to come, that will change 
everything.

Lectionary Reflections
from Brian Shackleton

Three years ago, at the start of Year A in the Lectionary Readings, I set 
myself the discipline of writing each week an imaginary conversation 
with the Gospel writer (Matthew or John) about his reasons for recording 
that week’s material in the way that he did. These notes are based on 
those profiles, but briefly choosing just one or two salient points.



15th December
MATTHEW 11: 2-11

We are in another bleak 
environment this week – this time 
glimpsing John in Herod’s prison 
in Judea, while the public ministry 
of Jesus has started in Galilee. 
John sends some of his disciples 
to ask Jesus first-hand whether or 
not he was the Coming One that 
he, John, had described. Jesus 
says in effect,”Look at the 
evidence. People’s lives are 
being changed.”

As we look towards Christmas, 
there is a lot in our world that is 
as ugly as Herod’s cruelty. But the 
Christmas message must be that 
things will change for the better, 
even for the most disadvantaged 
in the world, when Kingdom 
words are accompanied by 
Kingdom action.

22nd December
MATTHEW 1: 18-25

I think Matthew would be very 
surprised if he could share with 
us in the Carol Service which is 
likely to take place in our particular 
chapel today. All those parts of 
the story that we cram in, and 
he left out.

Our reading is about a young 
woman and a good man in 
humble circumstances – ordinary 
folk. But the child who is born is 
quite special – Immanuel – God 
with us. This is the scene changer: 
not a palace or a conventional royal 
baby: special – yet in a unique way, 
“One of Us!”

29th December
MATTHEW 2: 13 -23

After the high of the celebration 
of the Nativity, today is rather 
like coming to the valley bottom. 
Matthew is the only Gospel writer 
to tell the story of this passage. 
Remember, he is writing 
primarily for Jewish readers, 
and for the Jewish read the account 
is full of symbolism. Imagine our 
valley is shrouded in mist, and 
suddenly we come across a 
signpost pointing to Egypt. Egypt 
was the place of hardship and 
slavery, privation, and the Exodus 
was the coming out of Egypt back 
to the Promised Land of salvation.
In Hebrew ‘Moses’ and ‘Messiah’ 
have the same linguistic root. So 
perhaps Matthew is saying, “Never 
mind the fog – I’m telling you the 
Son will soon come out.”



5th January
JOHN 1: (1-9) 10-18

The first fourteen verses of John’s 
Gospel are often read as the final 
reading in a Carol Service, or as 
part of the Christmas Eve Midnight 
Communion Service. But think of 
this more as being in a mountain 
just before daybreak. 

We are in darkness, and it’s been a 
long, cold, painful night, but soon 
the dawn will break, and the day 
begins. As the sun’s rays intensify, 
the grey world of shadows   
disappears. Hope becomes reality.
And John writes about John the 
Baptist before we actually see him 
functioning at the River Jordan. 

He’s a symbol, a focus for what 
has been longed for, but now is 
an irreversible transition time. 
Just hold your breath for all that 
is in store.

12th January
MATTHEW 3: 13-17

And this week we are at the River 
Jordan with John the Baptist. 
It is a very unspectacular river, 
and here we seem to be in the 
middle of nowhere. But Jesus 
comes from Galilee here into 
Judea (Herod territory), and 
symbolically baptism signifies the 
start of a new life. (But don’t forget 
that the image of the pale body 
of Jesus at the Baptism with only a 
loincloth for clothing is replicated 
at the Crucifixion – vulnerable and 
isolated).

For the ancient Israelites the Jordan 
was the step across from the 
Wilderness to the Promised Land. 
At the time of John the Baptist it 
was the “Notice Served” that the 
old order was to be superseded by 
the Kingdom of God.



19th January
JOHN 1: 25-42

John’s Gospel was written some 
twenty years after Matthew’s, and 
John uses this passage to add to 
the understanding of the person 
of Jesus. John the Baptist was the 
messenger, but Jesus is the main 
event. 

The Gospel writer uses the vision 
of the dove, reminiscent of 
the dove returning after the 
catastrophe of the Flood, but 
the dove is also the Temple 
sacrifice of poor people, which 
sound the note that suggests 
that salvation is not limited to the 
wealthy but accessible to the poor.

But the passage goes on to 
describe how the first disciples 
are witnesses – Andrew brings his 
brother Simon Peter.

 “Follow me” means a journey that 
is incremental, the witnessing 
leads to more becoming disciples.

26th January.
MATTHEW 4: 12-23

Now I feel I’m in familiar territory, 
Galilee, with its Sea and gentle hill 
slopes – the territory I remember 
from my Sunday School days. 
And most importantly, the public 
ministry of Jesus has started (v17).

Matthew presents us with a familiar 
picture of the calling of disciples 
(though rather different
to John last week). And here, by 
the Lake of Galilee he calls four 
fishermen to discipleship – men 
who  are used to deep water. T
his commitment isn’t to a gentle 
paddle at the lake’s edge’ but to 
the possibility of facing rough 
water and storms. Are we prepared 
to commit to the deep end as well?



2nd February
MATTHEW 5: 1-12

We know Matthew chapters 5-7 as 
the Sermon on the Mount. It starts 
with Jesus teaching his disciples 
(5v1) and finishes with words to 
the crowd (7v28). But let’s start 
with this week’s passage 
commonly called “The Beatitudes”, 
and ask ourselves some questions 
about our discipleship.

In modern format these might 
be presented with a line of boxes 
running down the side. (Please 
tick as applicable – or it might 
be a multiple choice format). 
But note that the list starts with 
“How privileged are those who 
are totally dependent on God”, 
and ends with “How privileged 
are those who are treated badly 
for doing right” - as in both 
cases they belong to the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

We are going to hear a great 
deal more about the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

9th February
MATTHEW 5: 13-20

Salt and light: So different, yet 
both essential definitions of 
discipleship.

Salt is a vital ingredient of our 
lives, but worthless if it has lost its 
essential nature. I wonder if Jesus 
realised the way that the fresh 
water of the Sea of Galilee ran 
in the River Jordan down to the 
concentration, and stagnation, 
at the dead end of the Dead Sea. 
No longer fit for purpose.

The imagery of light is quite 
different: obvious, almost blatant. 
Light in a prominent place can 
hardly be missed: it is obvious, 
like witnessing. 

Gustavo Guittierez wrote,

”The grace of being a disciple is 
not for our private use: it has to 
be communicated.”



16th February
MATTHEW 5: 21-37

What a difference it would be if 
everyone lived by the teaching of 
the Sermon on the Mount. 

Jesus reminds us that the Law, 
which was God’s special gift to the 
Jews, still needed to be respected 
and obeyed – Jesus had just said 
that he did not come to do away 
with the Law. And he goes on to 
show that the Law of itself was not 
enough, that the new world of the 
Kingdom is built on relationships 
rather than a set of rules and 
regulations.

So life is not about what we are 
allowed, or not allowed to do – 
permissible or not permissible – 
but who we are as persons, 
and how we value others.

23rd February
MATTHEW 17: 1-9

Climbing mountains seems to be a 
feature of Biblical narrative – and 
today it is Mount Tabor (the Mount 
of Transfiguration) – just six days 
after Caesarea Philippi.

Jesus takes three disciples with 
him up a high mountain; and 
perhaps we need to make that 
journey, step by step, perhaps 
pausing from time to time, 
breathless with the exertion. 

And as we reach the summit we 
are able to see the world from a 
different perspective. 

And here, Moses and Elijah, as 
representatives of the Law and the 
prophets, are signposts to 
the Kingdom of God.
 

Law and Prophets and Jesus spell 
out the great plan for the world in 
the Kingdom of God. 



THE BOOK  OF  KELLS

Recently Rachel and I had a short 
holiday cruising round Ireland. 
It was a very pleasant holiday 
with remarkably good weather 
so we were able to appreciate the 
varied scenery and landscapes as 
we sailed round the island calling 
at Cork, Galway, Killybegs, Belfast 
and Dublin. One of the highlights 
was on our visit to Dublin where 
we went to Trinity College Dublin, 
part of the university there. They 
have a very impressive library 
based on the design of the library 
at Cambridge University. The only 
difference is that when the library  
at Trinity College was being built 
it was made 3ft longer so it could 
claim to be the largest library in 
Gt Britain.

The most outstanding exhibit 
there is The Book of Kells which 
comprises of the Four Gospels 
beautifully hand written in Latin 
with some beautiful illustrations.  

The original was in a single 
volume but now has been split into 
the four separate Gospels with two 
on display at any one time. It was 
written and produced in about 800 
AD which is over 1200 years ago 
and written on calf vellum by the 
monks of the order of St Columba.  
It is an amazing piece of work and 
the writing and pictures are of 
stunning quality and most of it 
appears to be well preserved. 
How we thank God for men of 
such passion and faith who 
were called to make such an 
amazing document to the glory 
of  His name. Stephen Prest

Trinity 
College 
Library 
Dublin



LEGO HEROES IN HAMPSHIRE

Beacon Church is a church plant 
on a major redevelopment area of 
Bordon, Hampshire initiated by the 
Anglican and Methodist churches, 
and led by Revd Dom Clarke and 
Deacon Janet Heys.

One of their initiatives to attract 
and welcome families is ‘Lego 
Heroes’. This has been running for 
about six months in a local theatre 
and attracting 40-50 children plus 
their parents. People are given a 
theme on arrival, and they collect 
a bowl full of Lego and get to work 
on their creation. As they build 
Lego, we build relationships with 
the families. We all gather with the 
end product and there is a short 
bible story, an action song, and 
prayer to finish.

Many of those who come along 
are new to us, but we are now 
seeing the same people returning 
again and again. And now a few 
of the dads have started meeting 
together out of a desire to know 
more about the Christian faith. 

Praise be to God, we are blessed.

NIGHT CHURCH - Central 
Methodist Church in Preston

Club-goers in Preston are being 
welcomed into the city’s 
newest night-time experience: 
Night Church, which is being run 
by the Central Methodist Church.

Members of the city centre church 
have been opening the doors at 
9.00pm on the first Saturday of 
each month to people who are out 
enjoying Preston’s nightclubs and 
bars. Clubbers can experience the 
warm ambience of Night Church and 
people of all ages have been visiting 
to sit in the peaceful 
atmosphere, light a candle, chat, 
and on occasion, pray in the church.

As well as company and quiet 
reflection, coffee and biscuits are on 
offer to those who have dropped in. 
The later opening has sparked all 
sorts of conversations with 
visitors, including faith issues, 
worship and baptism before they 
venture back into the city. When 
the doors close after midnight, 
members pray and thank God for 
a new way of sharing their faith 
and connecting with a community 
who may be asleep for the usual 
Sunday service. 
both stories: www.methodist.org.uk



Thank you for travelling with us 
prayerfully in our Presidential year. 

As President and Vice - President 
of the Methodist Conference we 
know that we are part of a 
company of praying people and 
enter the year with a sense of 
God’s grace surrounding us, 
thanks to your love and support.

Our theme for the year is a 
question: ‘So What’s the Story...?’ 
The picture shown above will pop 

up in other places throughout 
the year.
 

Our co-written book So What’s the 
Story...? is intended to aid study 
and reflection individually, in your 
house group or in church worship. 
We want to encourage every 
Methodist (and many more) to 
re-discover the importance of 
stories – biblical, historical or 
personal. Telling and hearing 
stories is a key way of expressing 
and exploring our faith.

Our theme also links with 
3Generate’s ‘Year of Testimony’. 
We want to encourage even the 
most diffident amongst us to say 
something about God’s part in 
our life. Stories can be told in so 
many ways. Listening to, and 
learning from people we might 
think are very different is crucial 
for the peace and unity of our 
communities, both locally and 
across the world. Following Jesus 
entails entering into the great 
stories of God, and to live them 
again in a wide variety of contexts 
and situations, bringing peace, 
justice and joy. 
Fun can be had too!

With peace and our prayers for 
you,

Clive and Barbara



THE STORY PROJECT

Part of each individual’s story is 
their story with God. And this is 
what The Story Project is all about. 
Our stories are gifts that deserve 
to be shared so The Story Project 
gives people both the platform and 
the confidence to share their story.
It is being put together by a
partnership involving Cliff College, 
the Methodist Church’s Evangelism 
and Growth team, Learning 
Network and local churches 
and circuits. It has a number of 
aspects.

The Story booth will be at
certain events to collect short 
video stories for sharing on social 
media throughout 2019/2020. 

The Story website
The website www.thestoryproject.
org.uk will both store and share 
the stories we capture and host 
resources to help build a culture 
of telling testimonies across the 
Church.

The Story resources
On the website you will find a 
series of all - age resources 
that can help to improve 
confidence in storytelling. 
The value of everyone’s story. 

One can sometimes get the 
impression that the only stories the 
Church values are those of radical 
conversions from dark pasts; the 
more sordid the details and the 
more dramatic the conversion the 
better. The reality of course is that 
most people’s stories are not like 
this and we can sometimes feel we 
‘don’t have a story’. This could not 
be further from the truth. People 
value stories of people like them, 
who in their ordinary lives 
encounter our extraordinary God. 
The Story Project gives value to 
all types of story, the dramatic 
and the ordinary. We believe 
that all stories are important.

GOING FOR GROWTH
In what ways will the sharing 
of stories be a blessing to your 
church? Our website has loads 
of stories that will encourage, 
inspire and challenge you. You 
can download stories to tell in your 
services. You can check out the 
amazing free resources that we 
have and use these to support 
your own story telling.

Telling and sharing our stories is 
just as memorable – and can be 
life - changing both for you and 
your listeners. www.methodist.org.uk



CONNECTING WITH 
PEOPLE FOR GOD

Tom Donaghue, Evangelist 
at Cliff College, says we can all reach 
out to people in our everyday lives to 
bring them to Jesus Christ:

This summer I was invited to a 
commissioning service for a team 
going on a short mission trip to 
Zimbabwe. When I arrived, a lady 
in her 80s was walking into church 
with a man in his 20s. I thought 
he might be her grandchild, but 
he turned out to be her neighbour. 
They had become friends while 
sharing the care of a sick neigh-
bour’s cat. The lady explained that 
she attended the church regularly 
but this was the young man’s first 
visit. 

I took as my theme the Bible verse 
Malachi 3:3: “He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver … and refine 
them like gold and silver.” In the 
service, I shared with the mission 
team that during this trip they 
could feel like being in a hot oven 
as they experience a new culture, 
meet new people, encounter dif-
ficult situations and learn to work 
together. I encouraged them to 
take comfort, knowing that God 
is like the refiner. When putting 
silver in the oven, God will watch it 
throughout the refining process, to 
make sure it does not spoil. In turn 
they can trust that God is watching 
them. I concluded refiners know 
when the silver is purified because 
they see their own reflection in it. I 
said my hope for the team was that 
they would return from the trip re-
fined and revealing more of God’s 

reflection in them. 
After the service, I spoke with the 
young man. He said that he liked 
my “speech” and it had meant a lot 
because he used to be a refiner! 
He went on to tell me that this 
was the first church service he had 
attended in his life. I asked why he 
had wanted to visit a church now: 
it was because of his neighbour 
and new friend. He had seen 
something special in her and 
wanted to find out what that was. 

Friendship and church growth
Reflecting on this made me think 
about growth. I thought how 
creative the lady had been to share 
her faith with a neighbour. Others 
might have been unwilling because 
of the age, gender and cultural 
barriers that might hinder 
conversation. What was clear in 
their friendship, however, was 
that she was genuine and authentic 
and he saw that something special 
of Christ in her.

It made me think about the kind 
of growth Christians should be 
looking for. Friendship was crucial 
in helping the young man explore 
his faith and come to church. 
We are all required to make 
disciples and it cannot be left 
to the preacher, teacher and 
evangelist. My short address was 
only a small part of the young 
man’s story and he still needs 
the old lady’s friendship as he 
investigates the Christian faith.

See the whole article in Connexion 
magazine 16.
www.methodist.org.uk



The materials for the 2020 Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity have 
been prepared by the Christian 
churches in Malta and Gozo 
(Christians Together in Malta).

The Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity is traditionally observed from 
the 18th to the 25th January – the 
octave of St. Peter and St. Paul. 
However, some areas observe it at 
Pentecost or some other time

On 10th February many Christians 
in Malta celebrate the Feast of the 
Shipwreck of St Paul, marking and 
giving thanks for the arrival of 
Christian faith on these islands. 
The reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles used for the feast is the 
text chosen for this year’s Week of 
Prayer.

Hospitality is a much needed virtue 
in our search for Christian unity. 
It calls us to a greater generosity 
to those in need. The people who 
showed unusual kindness to Paul 
and his companions did not yet 
know Christ, and yet it is through 
their unusual kindness that a 
divided people were drawn closer 
together. Our own Christian unity 
will be discovered not only through 
showing hospitality to one another, 
but also through loving encounters 
with those who do not share our 
language, culture or faith.

In such tempestuous journeys and 
chance encounters, God’s will for 
his Church and all people comes 
to fulfilment. As Paul will proclaim 
in Rome, this salvation of God has 
been sent to all peoples (see Acts 
28:28).

Each year Christian 
Aid provides the Go 
and Do action points 
for each of the daily 

reflections – linking into the 
important work of Christian Aid 
in the relief of poverty and 
advocacy of justice. A taster here...

Day 1

Global

Be inspired to unity by the 
Churches of South Sudan and 
their work for reconciliation.

Local

How might the churches in your 
area dialogue around the issues 
affecting your wider community?

Personal

Seek reconciliation for a broken 
relationship in your life.

For further resources and more 
information see:

https://ctbi.org.uk/goanddo



Sinnington People’s Guild 
Tuesdays 7.15pm at the Chapel

December 3 Advent with Dr Lynn Groves

10 Carols evening

17 Allerston Aloud

January 7 Members’ Night

14 Thornton le Dale Friends

21 Police Chaplaincy Deacon Fiona de Boltz

28 An Adventure with God Revd Rob Barker

February 4 British Spiders - Jim Pewress

11 Volunteering with large apes - Lynn Hempsall

18 Filey Fisherman’s Choir

25 Lent with Revd Mark Brosnan

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/whats-new/conference2020/



KIRBY MISPERTON 
METHODIST CHURCH

Thursday 19th December
@7.15pm

An evening of carols 
 including supper

 in the village hall led by 
Jill Simpson and Friends
An offering will be taken 

in aid of 
Ryedale Special Families.

ALL WELCOME

Marriage and Relationships
Information events

The same event at 
three places in the circuit

Please attend one of them

God in Love Unites Us
January 20 at 19:30
Kirkbymoorside MC

January 23 at 14:00 
Pickering MC

February 3 at 19:30 
 Malton Wesley Centre

Look out for more info in the
Weekly News 

10th December
6.30 p.m Rievaulx - 

Carol Singing on five evenings 
around villages, outlying farms

 and houses in the area. 
Funds for Great North 

Air Ambulance 
and Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

Carol Singing 
around Rievaulx

6 December 2019 
10.00 coffee for 10.30
Southlands Methodist Church  York 
YO23 1NX   
Let there be light ...
Shining a Light on 
Angels
A morning of bible study, 
story and craft activities
Bring and share lunch. 
Drinks available.



DIARY DATES

December

Unless otherwise stated events take 
place at the Methodist Church in the 
named location.

12 14.30 Thornton Dale Advent Reflection with 
Chris Sheasby at the 
Old Grammar School

12 19.00 Norton Bethel Monthly Circuit Prayer Meeting  
‘Space and stillness in a busy 
month to pray for our churches, 
our circuit and the world’

15 15.30 Rosedale 
Chapel

Carol service 
with Revd Ken Gowland

17 10.00 Thornton Dale Coffee, Mince Pies & Carols

19 19.15 Kirby 
Misperton

An evening of carols including 
supper in the village hall led by 
Jill Simpson and Friends.

21 14.00 Pickering Crafty Crib and Film

January

20 19.30 Kirkbym’side Marriage and Relationships 
Information event

23 14.00 Pickering Marriage and Relationships 
Information event

February

3 19.30 Malton Wesley 
Centre

Marriage and Relationships 
Information event

The deadline for The Bridge issue 31 will be 
9 February 2020

Please send articles, notices and photographs with 
permission for everyone shown to thebridge.editors@live.co.uk

Front cover: Flourish District Gathering October 18 - 20 showing a 
representative from each circuit in the district with a 

Flourish candle.
Nigel Hardwick received Ryedale’s candle for us.



Back page photos
Remembrance Day 
at Helmsley

Pickering Church Hall 
November 2019

Slingsby - Afternoon tea with 
Stephen and Rachel

Young people at Flourish
www. yorkshirenemethodist.org

Flourish worship
www. yorkshirenemethodist.org

Pickering. Hazel at November 
coffee morning

Welcome service September 3 
at Malton Wesley Centre

Pickering. Revd John and Ann with 
Kath at coffee morning

The Final Flourish with 
Revd Leslie Newton

Flourish: Lou Fellingham
www.yorkshirenemethodist.org

CHRISTMAS EVE 2019 services 

15.30

18.00

Ebberston

St Hilda’s

Christingle led by 
Rev Peter Sheasby
Revd Sue Binks

23.15 Pickering Christmas Eve Communion led 
by Revd Peter Sheasby

CHRISTMAS DAY 2019 services

9.30 St Hilda’s Christmas Communion with
Revd Sue Binks

10.00 Helmsley Celebration with
Mrs Chrissie Gowland

10.00 Kirkbymoorside Celebration with
Revd Ken Gowland

10.00 Malton 
Wesley Centre

Celebration with 
Revd Peter Sheasby

10.00 Thornton Dale Celebration with 
Revd Jane Pickering

10.30 Ebberston Celebration led by 
Mrs Helen Leng

10.30 Pickering Clebration led by Mrs K Pattison 
and Revd Max Moore




