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Lent
 Luke 18.10 -14

Creator God, we praise you,
because you love us, delight in us and care for us,
despite our shortcomings.
Saviour God, we praise you,
because you love us to the uttermost
offering us forgiveness and new life in you.
Spirit of God, we praise you,
because you pour your love into our hearts,
assuring, encouraging and remaking us.

We praise you, but we sadly admit that
our praise often comes from heavy hearts
burdened by a sense of our own sinfulness.

We confess that we want to be in control
of our lives and our salvation,
and are oppressed by a sense of hopelessness
when our endeavours to be good fail. 
Help us to acknowledge
that our deepest need is our need for you.
Give us the true humility
that looks to you in confidence
for loving forgiveness and help.

May this Lent be a time
of inner peace and joyful prayer,
and the casting off of burdens of guilt and hopelessness;
so that we may then be ready to accept
the gracious gifts of Passiontide and Easter
Then we will see, with heads no longer bowed down by despair,
our sin and suffering carried on the cross for us by Christ,
and the glorious victory of Easter Day.

Christine Odell
from her book Open with God



Lent is quite early this year - well ahead of 
the first day of Spring on 19th March.
To my mind Lent and Spring are indissolubly 
linked together. The root of the word Lent 
being derived from the Old English word 
lencten: meaning spring season - as the days 
literally lengthen.

In the dark tunnel of Winter everything within 
me longs for the Spring and longer hours of 
day-light, as gardens and the countryside begin to show signs 
of resurrection, the buds of new life and new promise. I yearn 
for the time when Winter has passed. In my heart I know it will, 
I know it is more than just a vain hope – in spite of those 
interminably long, dark nights. Here lies hope and a promise 
to those who are going through “the dark night of the soul”. 
St John of the Cross – it is a just season – this too will pass, 
as Winter gives way to Spring.

As we enter Lent - God’s Springtime - perhaps we can allow 
ourselves more time to pause from our busy-ness and let God’s 
Holy Spirit work, through prayer and spending our time in God’s 
Word: so that we may discern the new and abundant life, 
growing in our lives. 

As God opens the eyes of our hearts to see those 
new every-morning-blessings may we develop an 
attitude of gratitude and turn again to Him in 
thanks and praise. Have a wonderful Lenten season.

Shalom Tony



LEAVENING

Leavening’s 200th birthday.
Leavening Primitive Methodist 
Chapel was officially opened 
on Sunday 8th October 1820, 
which means that it is our 
200th anniversary this year.  

It was the first church in the 
village as the Wesleyan chapel 
opened a few years later and 
the Anglican Church (where 
we now worship) was only 
consecrated in 1968 - before 
that people had to walk to 
the parish church in Acklam.
 
The Primitive chapel closed in 
the 1930s following the merger 

with the Wesleyans, but the 
railings outside still remain.
We’ve decided to keep our 
anniversary service at its 
traditional summer date 
and so we are delighted to 
welcome our District Chair, 
Rev Leslie Newton, to lead 
our celebrations at 3pm on 
Sunday 7th June. 

So, if you fancy a 
trip out, do come along to 
help us celebrate 200 years 
of Methodist worship 
in Leavening.      

Steve Langton



RIEVAULX

Like it is for everyone else, 
Christmas was a very busy time 
for us at Rievaulx particularly 
with the Carol Service and carol 
singing. It is one of the times 
during the year when we have 
the opportunity to reach out 
into the wider community that 
our church serves through 
carol singing when we spend 
five evenings during the 
fortnight before Christmas 
singing carols at every house 
in the villages of Rievaulx, 
Scawton, Cold Kirby and Old 
Byland and travelling around 
to most of the outlying farms 
and houses in the area.  

All the money raised from 
Carol singing is given to 
charity - this year we supported 
the Great North Air Ambulance 
and the Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
and we were overwhelmed with 
the generosity of everyone by 
raising a record amount of 
£1,374.22. Yes, it is good to 
raise such a wonderful amount 
for charities, but there is so 
much more to it than taking a 
collecting box as it is a great 
opportunity for witness and to 
get alongside people and share 
what Christmas is really about. 
Each home receives a Christmas 
newsletter containing a 
Christmas message from 

our Minister and details of 
Christmas services both at 
Rievaulx Chapel and in the 
local Parish Churches. We also 
give a small gift to each home  
- this year a Christmas tree 
decoration containing gold 
chocolate coins with a 
message that the three wise 
men brought precious gifts to 
the baby Jesus and to remind 
people that they too are 
precious in God’s eyes.
 
Our next opportunity for 
outreach into the community 
is on Sunday, 5th April when 
we have our Palm Sunday 
Procession through Rievaulx 
Village and on into Rievaulx 
Abbey grounds. Rev Ken will 
lead the afternoon as we hand 
out Palm Crosses to all we 
meet, sing songs and retell the 
story of Palm Sunday.  If you 
would like to join us you would 
be most welcome - please meet 
at the Chapel at 2.00 p.m. or 
join us on route.  Sheila Foster  



PICKERING 
Redevelopment  Project - update

We had a plan - and it was working 
- until the work started!
The plan said all the work would 
be done by end of August 2019 
- but we had more than a few 
unexpected issues as the work 
progressed - nothing too difficult 
- just a bit more time, and cost of 
course (thanks to the system for 
suggesting a higher contingency 
amount!). Then in August the 
Organ Arch and surrounding area 
decided it did not like what we 
were doing and partially collapsed, 
along with associated plaster work 
and some stone work.

The Plan was changed! - 
to complete the works in the rear 
half of the building and delay the 
start of the work in the Chapel, 
which has been “ mothballed’ with 
copious plastic sheeting to protect 
everything from the dust and grit  
(sorry environment - it will be 
recycled).
This led to an extension of time 
and yes more cost - however we 
moved back into the rear half 

of the building at the end of 
November - and are continuing 
to learn how to make best use of 
our basically new rear building.

The damage in the Chapel was 
immediately assessed by the 
Insurance Loss adjuster who 
indicated the extra works 
policy we had taken out would 
cover the required repairs. 
With the help of specialist 
consultants we prepared another 
Plan to repair the damage, which 
was agreed by the Methodist 
Conservation Officer and then 
submitted to the Insurers by the 
end of September.
After struggling to obtain clarity 
from the Insurers, and at our 
request /insistence, a further 
independent assessment of 
the damage and repair plan 
was carried out in January and 
we still await a response from 
the Insurers..

Meanwhile we are seeing increased 
interest from community groups 
wanting to make use of our new 
rear half of the building!

Martin Redgard Project lead



SLINGSBY

One of the highlights of our 
Christmas events was the Christ-
mas Soupa lunch which was well 
attended and we also had a 30 
strong choir from Slingsby Primary 
School to sing carols and Christ-
mas songs to us.  It was a very 
enjoyable time.
It was good to have the children, 
thank you to them and Alison 
Fitzpatrick for leading them.
A good crowd gathered together 
to go carol singing around some 
parts of the village before sing-
ing carols in The Grapes Inn. It 
was good to see many joining in 
with the singing. Mulled wine and 
mince pies were served. We raised 
£130 for the Slingsby Children’s 
Play Area.

The village carol service was at 
chapel this year. We had a good 
congregation; it was lovely to see 
some new faces too. There was a 
drama by our very own popular 
duo ‘Yorkshire Shepherds’ this 
time, well done lads! The Worship 
Group sang some items during the 
service. Fellowship continued after 
the service with hot apple punch 
and mince pies. A retiring collec-
tion raised £110 which was going 
to a charity called Mercy Ships.
Slingsby and Hovingham Method-
ists and Anglicans joined together 
for the covenant service which this 
year was at Hovingham chapel. 
Rev Ken Gowland took the service. 
There is good fellowship at our 
Sunday services. The worship 
group lead worship songs most 
Sundays and many of the congre-

gation are happy to do the read-
ings. There is chance to reflect on 
the service and have a chat with 
the preacher over a cup of coffee 
and biscuits after the service.
Our fellowship group continues 
to meet fortnightly on Wednesday 
evenings. As I write this, we have 
just started a series of studies led 
By Rev Ken. On occasions we also 
meet in the chapel schoolroom to 
have an hour of prayer.
Soupa lunch is very popular with 
over thirty people attending most 
times. A good chance to have a 
chat and enjoy a lunch of soup, 
sandwiches and puddings followed 
by tea or coffee.

Looking ahead we have the 
Chairman of the District Rev Leslie 
Newton coming to take a service 
on Sunday 10th May at 10-30am to 
which everyone is warmly invited.

A lot of events are taking place in 
Slingsby over the May bank holiday 
weekend including an exhibition of 
war time photographs taken in and 
around Slingsby in The Methodist 
Chapel on Friday May 8th.  There 
are also stalls on The Green and 
maypole dancing, a scarecrow trail 
and many other attractions.

Audrey Foster, Stephen Prest



Lectionary Reflections
Ann Ibbotson from Thoughts for Prayer 2011

and Fiona de Boltz (22 March & 17 May reflections)

1 March 
CHOICES
Genesis 2:15-17 
& 3:1-7

I wonder if every 
decision you’ve made 
today has been a good 
one. The story of the fall 
is the story of how and, 
to some extent, why we 
so easily make the wrong 
ones and fall into what 
the Bible calls “sin”.

Using the elements of traditional fables, such as a talking snake 
and fruit with magical properties, it tells of human beings doing 
things we know God doesn’t want us to do, because we’re not 
satisfied with his provision for us and want more freedom from 
him.

So we discover Eve (and Adam!) persuaded to eat the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge because then they will become “like God”. 
If you read carefully how Eve is persuaded to do what she 
knows is wrong, I think you’ll quickly recognise yourself!

In Matthew 4:1-11 we discover how Jesus resisted his temptations. 
He recognised the weak points in the tempting ideas before him 
because he knew his heavenly Father well himslef, and how he 
had dealt with his people in the past. With that same knowledge 
we’re much more likley to make the right choices too!



8 March
A NEW START
Genesis 12: 1-4

There was a course I was 
interested in, but my health at 
the time was not robust, and 
I’m getting older. It would be 
physically quite demanding, 
was costly, and I wonered how 
much I would use what I’d 
learn. What should I do?
Then a little voice in the back 
of my head said ”And how old 
was Abram?” I did the course!
Of course it’s ludicrous to even 
think of comparing me on a 
three day course, with Abram 
venturing out into the unknown 
at 75 years old. But it did make 
me think...  Abram’s new start 
involved him in leaving the land 
he knew and the kinsmen he’d 
lived amongst all his life. God 
called him right out of his com-
fort zone and he went.

Deciding to follow Jesus is the 
biggest new start we can ever 
make. It’s so momentous that 
Jesus called it being “born 
again”. It also takes us right 
out of our comfort zones to 
take up our cross, and follow 
him in the way he lived his life. 
Sadly, day after day we fail, and 
have to start again.

Each new day God calls us to 
make another new start. Will 
we?  Age is no excuse!

15 March
WATER FOR LIFE  
Exodus 17:1-7

I have a lot of sympathy for 
the Israelites getting desperate 
because there was no water 
where they had made camp. 
Access to water in a desert 
region is literally a matter of 
life and death.

In their fear and anger they 
turned on Moses blaming him. 
He knew however that in reality 
it was God they were challeng-
ing. They had not learnt to trus 
his provision for them despite 
the qualis and manna they had 
eaten previously. Of course, 
God did provide them with 
water, and very generously too!

Stories like this help us, 21st 
Century British Christians to 
understand why Jesus, in his 
conversation with the Smaritan 
woman (John 
4), spoke of 
giving us water 
that “within us 
will become a 
spring of water 
welling up to 
eternal life”

Physically 
and spiritually 
the water that 
God gives is a 
matter of life 
and death.



29 March
LIFE FOR THE LIFELESS
Ezekiel 37:1-14

There was no doubt about it: 
those bones on the desert floor 
belonged to people who were 
long dead. Ther was no way in 
which the original owners could 
be resuscitated.

However in Ezekiel’s vision that 
was what happened. They were 
resuscitated, and more than 
just resuscitated. They stood 
up strong and alert as a mighty 
army because the breath of 
God, the spirit of God, breathed 
new life into them.

The interpretaiton of the vision 
was challenging. The Jewish 
exiled community in Babylon 
was sunk in apathy and despair. 
There was no life in them: 
the present was wretched, 
the past painful and the future 
hopeless. But God, who alone 
is the source of life, could and 
would breathe new life into 
them.
Only God can breathe new life 

22nd March 
MOTHERING SUNDAY
Luke 2:33-35 

I love the story of the infant 
Jesus being taken to the 
temple by Mary and Joseph and 
meeting two people who are 
well-advanced in years, Simeon 

and Anna. 
This story is 
included in 
Luke’s gospel, 
probably 
because Mary 
was Luke’s 
source of 
information 
for his gos-

pel. Mary remembered these 
encounters clearly, even years 
later. Whatever age we are, God 
still has a purpose for our lives 
and can fulfil our God-given 
dreams, and here after many 
years, finally Simeon has seen 
the Lord’s Messiah. 
Simeon’s words to Mary came 
with a warning: “… a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 
I wonder if those words 
alarmed Mary, or if she greeted 
them with the same quiet 
acceptance with which she had 
responded to the angel Gabriel 
when he came to tell her she 
would bear God’s son. I think 
that faithful, blessed mother 
Mary probably knew in her 
heart that even if it was to be 

pierced as Simeon 
foretold, that God would give 
her the strength to bear it. 
As we each face an unknown 
future, may we know this truth 
for ourselves too, and be given 
the grace to praise and to trust 
God continually.



5 April Palm Sunday
MISUNDERSTANDINGS
Matthew 21:1-11

As we move into Holy Week 
and the events that led directly 
to the Cross and Resurrection, 
darkness and light, hatred 
and love, sorrow and joy, 
misunderstandings and 
glimpses of insight, appear and 
disappear in quick succession.

Jesus obviously planned 
carefully his entry into Jerusa-
lem to demonstrate that he was 
the promised Messiah entering 
the city as the king. He knew 
that both the Temple and the 

policitcal authorities would see 
this as a challenge, and they 
did. )Though if the procession 
had been as big and nosy as 
Matthew’s narrative suggests, 
Jesus would have been arrested 
almost immediately. Matthew 
obviously didn’t want his 
readers to miss the deeper 
significance of the event.)

What nobody realised is that 
this was no military Messiah 
come to drive out the Romans, 
but one who came deliberately, 
knowing he would die the cruel 
and humiliating death of a 
criminal. So Jesus’ enemies 
plotted and his friends cheered 
as he entered the city and 
neither really knew what 
they were doing.

What exactly will you and I be 
celebrating as we sing “hosanna” 
today?

into our church communities 
when they seem sunk in apathy. 
More money won’t do it; 
wonderful ideas won’t do it, or 
efficient organisation, valuable 
though these things are.

Only God can give new life 
to the lifeless. Breathe on us, 
Breath of God!



19 April 
IS SEEING BELIEVING?
John 20: 19-31

A QUESTION: Did Thomas 
really believe because he saw 
Jesus?

CONSIDER. “Thomas was not 
with them when Jesus came.” 

Neither were you or I! So this 
story is for us, and about us 
too, for we probably all have 
times when we long for some 
concrete evidence upon which 
we can firmly fix our faith.
The word “see” has two mean-
ings in common use: “see with 
your eyes” and “see with your 
understanding”. Believing what 
we “see” implies that we will act 
upon it.

12 April Easter Day
NEW DAY DAWNS
Matthew 28 1-11

As the two Marys walked to 
Jesus’ tomb before dawn that 
first Easter Day, their mood 
must have been as gloomy as 
the darkness around them. For 
to them it was the first day of 
a new week of emptiness and 
grief.

Of course what they discovered 
when they reached the tomb, 
and the consequences of that 
reached beyond what anyone 
could have imagined - even to 
the end of time.

For dawn on that day marks the 
birth not only of a new day and 
a new week, but of a new era. 
From now on (to quote Brian 
Wren) - “Christ is alive! 
No longer bound
To distant years in Patestine,
He comes to claim the here 
and now
And conquer every place and 
time.”

“He comes to claim the here 
and now.” Wherever we are, Old 
People’s Home, lonely hillside, 
supermarket queue, noisy 
pub... Christ is there before us.

Now that really is something 
to get excited about!



26 April
SUPPER FOR THREE 
Luke 24: 13-35

A QUESTION: Do you come 
away from the Communion 
Table looking solemn or joyful? 

CONSIDER. Look again at 
the story of the Emmaus Two 
who invited the stranger, who 
had talked with them on their 
journey home, to be their 
guest. 

Soon they left Emmaus 
again excitedly and joyfully 
to tell their friends that that 
stranger was Jesus. They had 

recognised him when he “took 
the bread, blessed it,broke 
it and gave it to them.” Do 
those words sound familiar?

It is quite possible that Luke 
deliberately used them 
because, at the time he wrote, 
they were already being used 
in what was called the Break-
ing of Bread, an early form of 
our Holy Communion services. 
For it was when they shared in 
bread and wine, “ His body and 
blood”, and remembered the 
death of Jesus for them, that 
they were particularly aware of 
his presence.

For many people today it is 
still the time when they are 
most aware of Jesus with them. 
The Emmaus Two left joyfully 
to tell their friends. 

What do you and I do?

What Thomas “saw” on that 
second Sunday evening was 
the figure of Jesus, alive again. 
But, with the eyes of his 
understanding he saw further, 
that God was so fully present 
in the Jesus before him that 
he could not call him less 
than Lord and God. Believing 
however is more than 
intellectual agreement.

Believing is acting upon what 
we agree to, and “Doubting 
Thomas” called Jesus “My Lord 
and my God” so offering him 
both worship and obedience. 

Jesus said he was blessed – 
and so are we when we can 
say that!



10 May  
THE WAY
John 14:1-14

A QUESTION. “Does the road 
wind uphill all the way?” 
(The first line of “Uphill” 
by Christina Rossetti)

CONSIDER. The idea of life as 
a journey has a long Christian 
history: the first Christians 
were known as “Followers of 
the Way”. 

I don’t 
suppose 
we’ll ever 
know Jesus 
well enough 
this side of 
heaven to 
distinguish 
his voice 
clearly and 
immediately from all our own 
thoughts and ideas and those 
that others suggest to us. 

However, we do know that the 
best way to get to know him 
better is to study our guide 
book – the Bible.

3 May
RECOGNISING JESUS’ VOICE
John 10: 1-10

A QUESTION. Whose voices do 
you instantly recognise in a 
crowd?

CONSIDER. I was standing 
outside a headteacher’s study 
when a class of chattering 
youngsters came along. The 
headmaster’s voice rang out 
from behind the door, “Jimmy 
Bloggs, come and see me at 
playtime!” He knew Jimmy 
of old – and I don’t suppose 
Jimmy had much difficulty in 
recognising the Head’s voice 
either! It’s the people we know 
best whose voices we’re most 
likely to recognise in a crowd 
and we can therefore avoid 
them or join them as we wish. 

Jesus says in this chapter ten 
of John’s gospel that his sheep 
follow him because they know 
his voice. They know his voice 
because they know him, and 
they know him well enough to 
trust him to lead them safely 
wherever he wants to take 
them.



17 May
MEETING PEOPLE WHERE 
THEY ARE
Acts 17:22-31 

Paul is in Athens and here he 
demonstrates how to ‘meet 
people where they are’ in order 
to communicate the gospel in 
these verses. He’s noticed how 
religious the Athenians are, 
even making an altar to an 
unknown god. There were so 
many gods and goddesses in 
the Greek pantheon, it could 
have been a big mistake to 
leave one out and cause 
offence! 

The Greeks believed their 
gods to be capricious, even 
vengeful and spiteful at times, 
so it would be best to keep on 
the right side of them. Paul 
tells the Athenians about the 
God who made the world and 
everything in it. Interestingly he 
doesn’t mention Jesus by name, 
although he does talk about 
the world being “judged in 

Jesus’ words in John 14, 
“I am the Way, the Truth and 
the Life” are, of course, about 
much more than the road of 
life, but our own particular 
road is not irrelevant. 

Sometimes it seems to us, 
as to Christina Rossetti, 
a never- ending uphill road. 
To the disciples on the night 
before Jesus’ death, when he 
was talking about going away 
and leaving them, the road 
ahead seemed both uphill 
and frightening.

But Jesus had words of 
encouragement and comfort for 
them and for us. Read on into 
verses 15 and 16 and you’ll 
find the promise of his Spirit to 

be our helper – the Spirit of 
Jesus who, with love, wisdom 
and courage “set his face to-
wards Jerusalem” and death; 
Jesus whose crowning victory 
was on the Cross.

We can rely on his promise of 
help. He will be with us.



righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed” and then 
speaks of God raising him 
from the dead. 

Predictably, Paul’s talking about 
the Resurrection is greeted 
with a mixed response – some 
people scoffing, some wanting 
to hear more, and others 

Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P. Whilst searching for a suitable 
picture to illustrate the portion 
of the Bible above, I came across 
this photo of a window at St Giles 
Cathedral Edinburgh taken by 
Fr Lawrence Lew OP. His images 
of religious sites, sacred spaces 
and other subjects with a spiritual 
dimension are stunning. Do look 
up his work on Flickr if you are 
interested. A Thomas

becoming believers. We can 
take our cue from Paul and 
meet people where they are, 
observe, listen, ask questions 
and then be ready to 
be faithful witnesses. 
We too will have a mixed 
response – but we’ll 
be in good company!   

Photo above by



24 May 
WAITNG TIMES 
Acts 1: 6-14

Nobody ever seems to be 
patient about waiting for 
anything nowadays! However, 
after Jesus’ Ascension, when 
the believers were told to wait 
in Jerusalem for the coming of 
the Spirit in power, they waited 
quite positively. The apostles 
continued to stay together and-
met frequently in a larger group 
to pray. This bigger group 
included Mary, Jesus’ mother, 
who had been there from
the very beginning, and the 
brothers of Jesus, who had 
shared his childhood.

In that company there must 
have been much remembering 
and mulling over what Jesus 
had done and said, memories 
that deepened their under-
standing of him and who 
he was. That kind of talking 
at its deepest level is 
meditation and prayer. This 
prepared them for Pentecost.

After big events in our lives 
and in the lives of our church-
es, times of waiting allow us to 
remember, and in remembering 
to find healing for past hurts 
and a deeper understanding 
of ourselves and of God’s love 
and purposes for us. Then we 
too are prepared and ready for 
whatever comes.

31 May
GOD’S WIND Pentecost 
Acts 2: 1-21

“Who has seen the wind? 
Neither I nor you. 
But when the leaves hang 
trembling 
The wind is passing through”
(Christina Rossetti)

We can’t see the wind and we 
can’t see God’s Spirit, but we 
can see the results of their ac-
tivity. What the people in Jeru-
salem could see on that Day of 
Pentecost, was men who, 
out of fear had been keeping 
indoors, now coming out onto 
the streets, and they could 
hear their spokesman Peter 
proclaiming that Jesus, a 
recently crucified criminal, 
had been raised to life and was 
their Messiah. Peter was so con
vincing that many believed 
this amazing story, and joined 
the company of Jesus’ friends.

When believers have new 
courage and enthusiasm, 
when the spoken Word of 
God touches hearts and when 
people proclaim the love of 
God in Jesus to others, then 
we know that God’s Spirit is 
at work.



How many people can share a 
toilet? This question might sound 
like the start of a joke but it’s actually 
a serious issue for many across the 
world. That’s because an estimated 
20 percent of the global population 
do not have their own toilets, about 
1.5 billion people. So imagine what 
it must be like to be living in a place 
where there is no toilet. If you are 
lucky, there may be some bushes or 
grass close by, but not too close to 
your house. And away from home, 
can you find a toilet?

Having access to a toilet is a life 
saver. The toilet may be simple, 
a hole in the ground, with a cover 
over it, and a bush material structure around it to keep the rain 
and animals out or can be made of more permanent material. 
But that toilet can prevent the spread of killer diseases.

No longer, when on holiday, or staying at a conference centre, do 
we like to go down the corridor to the toilet in the middle of the 
night. At least knowing where your own toilet or the community 
toilet is, is somewhat better than having no toilet at all.

Toilet Twinning  are flushing away poverty, one toilet at a time.
By donating £60 to twin your toilet, you help fund a project in a 
poor community that will enable families to build a basic toilet, 
have access to clean water and learn about hygiene – a vital 
combination that saves lives. When you twin, you’ll be sent a 
certificate to hang in your loo – showing a photograph of your 
overseas toilet twin and GPS coordinates so you can look up 
your twin’s location on Google Maps!

Some churches in the circuit have already twinned their toilets. 
Could you twin yours? And what about the ones in your home? . 
And don’t forget to spread the word not the diseases.

Janice Clark (clark.janice@gmail.com) Janice is happy to share more 
information about the organisation or visit toilettwinning.org



Thelma Commey, 
the Methodist Youth President, 
is to visit selected parts of the 
Connexion as part of her Love in Action 
tour, a series of visits and reflections 
taking place during the season of Lent. 

The visits will focus on her offering 
practical service to others in order to 
live out Jesus’ gospel of love, and to 
allow her a chance to listen to the voices of those young people 
she will be meeting during her travels.

“I believe that we are called to love our neighbours. I want to 
give myself to others and to service and that includes listening. 
I want to be alongside the people I represent on the ground.” 

FROM THE ARCHIVES

As archivist I received various 
documents from the old Saville 
Street Malton mainly of the 
Malton Circuit and then I come 
across an envelope of the
Primitive Methodist Chapel, 
Wrelton with a document dated 
November 28th 1904 plus list of 
Dates of Deeds Aug 2 & 3 1840, 
Dec 31 1877 & Mar 5 1880, 
an account showing costs and 
income for new Wesleyan School-
Room and Renovation of the 
Chapel (Pickering Circuit) with no 
debt by Nov 1904 Trustees Robt 
Brisby and James White. 

A list of subscribers included Mrs 
& Miss Cole, Sheffield; EW Beck-
ett Esq MP; J Gill Esq, Sutherland 
Lodge; Thos Frank Esq, Pickering; 
Mr & Mrs T Mitchelson, 

Pickering; 
Mr Puleyn; Mrs Scoby, 
Hobground House; W Fisher Esq, 
Amotherby; Jno Frank Esq, 
Pickering; Mrs S Baker, 
Thornton Dale; JR Hill Esq, York; 
Mrs Fowler, Pickering; 
J Parkinson Esq, Thornton; 
Miss Theo Skelton, Pickering; 
Mr Aconley, Newton; 
Mr William Parkinson, Wilton; 
Jos Bibby Esq, Liverpool; 
plus various anonymous friends; 
but the 'icing of the cake to me' 
was Copy of permission to hold a 
public Worship of Almighty God 
for Protestant Dissenters 2nd 
February 1804 in the house 
occupied by John Skelton in 
Wrelton in the parish of 
Middleton, York with Registrar 
in the Consistory Court of the 
Archbishop of York. 
                                 Sue Goodwill   



CHOOSING 
to Open up to God

Jesus’ parable of the talents in 
Matthew 25 could be called the 
parable of the two choices. A
master gave talents to three of 
his servants. Faced with what to 
do next, the first two made 
‘opening-up’ choices, putting their 
talents to work and making more. 
The third servant made a ‘closing-
down’ choice, burying his talent in 
the ground.

An opening-up choice can lead us 
to embark upon an unknown road 
and to discover more about life, 
God and ourselves in the process. 
A closing-down choice will leave 
us never knowing what might have 
been.

New choices
Twenty-five years ago, a 
superintendent of mine guided the 
circuit through a decision- making 
process. It led to me being set
free to plant a new congregation 
and focus my energies on mission 
throughout the circuit. This in turn 
opened up a fresh experience of 
God not just for the team I was 
working with, but also for people 
in our churches, for people 
outside the Church who came to 
faith, and for young people in 
our congregation who eventually 
became Christian leaders 
themselves.

In recent times, the Chester and 
Stoke- on-Trent District has chosen 
to adopt a church planting and 

re-seeding policy, which it is part 
of my remit to oversee. As a result, 
we are currently establishing the 
Castle Connect Church in 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.

It came about as the result of 
another brave, opening-up choice, 
made at Easter 2018 by members 
of the then Newcastle Methodist 
Church. Encouraged by the 
leaders of the North Staffordshire 
Circuit to which they belonged, 
they decided to cease meeting. 
This made it possible to establish 
a new congregation in the same 
premises with members from the 
neighbouring Stoke- on-Trent 
Mission Circuit. After 18 months’ 
preparation, we launched the 
Castle Connect Church last 
November. It has struck me on 
a few occasions that a ‘closing-
down’ choice would have led to 
neither of the above seeing the 
light of day: like a talent buried 
in the ground.     

Revd Peter Hancock



Choices which close down
There can be a number of reasons 
why we may make closing-down 
choices.

◊	 We listen to narratives of          
decline and defeat, which         
persuade us that our mission 
will always be thwarted.    

                                 
◊	 We are risk averse.                       

We choose to conserve          
what we have, which                 
prevents us from investing            
in the hope of growth.

The choice not to choose can mean 
we miss the moment. In my time 
as a district chair I often reflected 
that a church in dire straits is fre-
quently the result of big decisions 
that were shelved or postponed 20 
to 30 years ago.
Maintaining the present state of 
affairs can become a tyranny. We 
treat the Church in its present 
form as an unchangeable mono-
lith and forget that God is always 
speaking new things into exist-
ence. What was a movement can 
soon become a monument and 
then a mausoleum. By contrast, 
the Spirit is always calling us on to 
new adventures.

Taking risks
Adventures, born of opening-up 
choices are, of course, risky. 
When reading Jesus’ parable of 
the talents it is easy to assume 
that there was no question that 
the men who were given the five 
and the two talents would succeed 

in producing more. This is not so – 
in the transactions they were 
making they could have lost all 
that the master had entrusted to 
them. The master commended 
them, however, because they 
understood that his business was 
not about preserving what you 
have at all costs, but putting it 
to work in order to make more.
“Making more disciples of Jesus 
Christ”: that is our Master’s 
business. To be engaged in it 
opens up a whole new dynamic of 
life in the Holy Spirit. God did not 
give the Spirit for things we can 
do in our own strength but for 
those steps of faith which take us 
beyond ourselves. There is a risk 
and there is a cost. However, there 
is also an exhilaration and a sense 
of rightness in following our 
calling – and there is the promise 
held out in the words “enter into 
the joy of your master” 
(Matthew 25:21).
Not to choose can mean we miss
the moment.

   Question

    How will you 
    guard against 
   ‘missing the 
    moment’?
 

Revd Peter Hancock
Mission Consultant 
Chester and Stoke on Trent District

From connexion magazine
www.methodist.org.uk 



3Generate 2019 was the most successful Children and Youth Assembly 
yet with over 1,500 young people from across the country gathering in 
Southport over the weekend 22 to 24 November. 
This 2020 Manifesto was shaped by their views and opinions.



GOOD NEWS STORIES FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

The “How to go greener day” was an event which took place  in 
March last year at Toll Gavel United Church, with people attending 
from accross the circuit and the district.

The UCI cycling championships took place between 22nd – 29th 
September 2019 in Yorkshire and were based in Harrogate. The 
Nidd Valley Circuit opened their doors to visitors and supported 
the cycling taking place on their doorstep.

RE:uniform was a project working with Emma Hardy MP to 
recycle school uniforms and provide them to families around Hull, 
collecting and distributing second hand school uniforms for free, 
and took place at the end of August 2019

Part of the National Community Fridge network, the Free Fridge 
in Malton recieves short-dated food from local buisnesses, that 
would otherwise go to waste, and recylces it by handing it out 
freely to the community.

’25’ was an advent calendar for the city of Hull in December 2018. 
Using artwork from acclaimed comic artist Si Smith and based on 
words by author Ian Adams, 25 opportunities were offered to stop 
and reflect a little in the run up to Christmas.

“Silver Service” takes place at Bedale & District Methodist Church 
once a month. It provides a space where people with or without 
dementia can approach God, worship and praise God and feel 
God’s caring presence together. Worship can be a channel for 
recalling the past, creating feelings of comfort, familiarity and 
spiritual fulfilment. We all have a continuing need to worship and 
experience a loving encounter with God.

Bread Church is a new venture, in York, drawing on similar Fresh 
Expressions elsewhere in Methodism, but perfectly situated, due 
to its being situated in the same premises, as Carecent. Its led by 
Deacon Judith Stoddart and other volunteers.

http://www.yorkshirenemethodist.org/news-events/good-news-stories/



CHRISTIAN  GROUP  
FELLOWSHIP

Day conference at 
Hollybush Christian 

Fellowship near Thirsk 

“The Christ like calling.”

Saturday 21st March 2020,  
Starts at 10am with coffee 

& biscuits from 9-30am. 
The conference concludes at 

4pm with tea & scones.

The speaker is Rev David 
King who was born and 

brought up in Bridlington.  
On leaving school he worked for 
the local Parks & Garden Dept 
before studying horticulture at 

Askham Bryan College and then 
became a horticultural instructor 

to help people with learning 
difficulties in Derbyshire. 

 
David felt a call to the ministry 
and studied at Wesley College 
Bristol before serving in many 
circuits around the country.  

The cost is £25 per person which 
includes  a hot lunch and 

tea & scones.

Please contact Sandra Cade to 
book on 01944 711386.

Thornton le Dale 
Methodist Church 

are celebrating their 

Church Anniversary 
with a Musical Evening 

given by 
'The Dalesmen Singers' 

on Sat 6th June at 7-30pm. 
This will be followed by 

Supper. 

Celebrations continue on 
Sun 7th June at 10:30 
with Morning Service 
led by Rev P Sheasby. 

All welcome

Malton & Norton 
Holy Week Reflections

Monday 6th 
7.30pm at Norton Trinity

Tuesday 7th 
7.30pm at Norton Bethel

Wednesday 8th 
7.30pm at Norton Trinity



MAUNDY THURSDAY

19.00 Kirkbymoorside Holy communion with Revd Penny Worth

19.00 Rievaulx Holy Communion with Revd Ken Gowland

19.30 Malton Wesley Centre Holy Communion, stripping of altar

19.30 Pickering Service with Revd T deBoltz

GOOD FRIDAY 

 9.30 Helmsley MC Good Friday service with Revd Ken Gowland

10.00 Walk of witness from Helmsley MC Revd Ken Gowland

10.00 Thornton Dale Walk of Witness start All Saints, service on 
green, hot cross buns after in Methodist Hall.

10.15 Kirkbymoorside Good Friday Reflections

10.30 Pickering. Walk of Witness

10.45 Malton St Leonard’s lead United Service at St Michael’s

11.00 Helmsley Market Place service led by Revd Ken Gowland

11.00 Kirkbymoorside Walk of Witness from St Chad’s

14.30 Norton Bethel Good Friday service

14.30 Sinnington Good Friday service

19.30 Malton Wesley Centre Reflections on the Cross

Palm Sunday Procession to Rievaulx Abbey from the Methodist church 2:00 Rev. Ken 
Gowland
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Rievaulx Methodist church 7:00 with Rev. Ken 
Gowland
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion KMS Methodist church 7:00 (tbc)
Good Friday service at Helmsley Methodist church 9:30 Rev. Ken Gowland 
Good Friday reflection at KMS Methodist church 10:00 (tbc)
Walk of witness starting at Helmsley Methodist church 10:00 Rev. Ken Gowland
Walk of witness starting at St Chads KMS 11:00
Helmsley Town Good Friday service in the market place 11:00 led by Rev. Ken Gowland 

Ecumenical Lent services

KMS Methodist church Tuesday's 12:00 followed by a soup lunch, stating 10th March (4 
weeks)
Helmsley Methodist church Wednesday evenings 7:00 starting  4th March (4 weeks)
Helmsley ecumenical meal and reflection Wednesday 8th April starting at 7:00.

Not sure if I will be able to host Holy Week reflections at the Manse this year (will let you 
know).

A wonderful portrayal of the Last Supper built out of sand 
on the beach at Tenerife sent in by Robert Rayner.



DIARY DATES

March

Unless otherwise stated events take 
place at the Methodist Church in the 
named location.

15 18:30 Rievaulx Sunday Evening Special 
with Rievaulx Singing Group

April

5 14.00 Rievaulx Palm Sunday procession from 
Village Hall to Abbey

19 18:30 Sunday Evening Special with Andy 
Newlove of Northallerton

26 16:00 Kirby 
Misperton

Chapel Anniversary service with 
Mr T Maw

29 19:15 Yorkshire East Gospel Male Voice 
Praise. Supper to follow.

May

3 10:30 Rievaulx Chapel Anniversary AAW followed 
by finger buffet lunch

18:30 Evening service both services led 
by Pauline Wright of Hellifield

17 18:30 Rievaulx Sunday Evening Special
with Revd Mary Rolls of Thirsk

23 19:15 Kirby 
Misperton

An evening of Wesley Hymns led 
by Revd Peter Cross



BACK PAGE PHOTOS

Bus Stop for young 
people at Pickering 

Barbara Medd test drives the new 
lift at Pickering Methodist Church

Easter sand art in Tenerife 
from Robert Rayner

Plaque at 
Farndale Methodist Church

Thornton Dale CE School Open the Book “The Prodigal’s Return”
with Anglicans and Methodists together

SINNINGTON PEOPLE’S GUILD 19:15 AT THE CHAPEL

March 3 Paul Dunn  Down Memory lane

March 10 Terence Maw

March 17 Sankey Evening

March 24 Richard Smith Trumpets fit for a Queen

March 31 white rose male Voice Praise

April 14 AGM please note change of date

ECUMENICAL LENT SERVICES
Kirkbymoorside Methodist Church 

Tuesdays 12:00 followed by a soup lunch, 
starting 10 March for 4 weeks
Helmsley Methodist church 

Wednesday evenings 19:00 starting 4 March for 4 weeks
Helmsley ecumenical meal and reflection 

Wednesday 8 April starting at 19:00.

Anglican and Methodists Together at Thornton Dale
Lenten Reflections in the Old Grammar School 

at 14:00 on Wednesdays
11 March led by Revd Sally Gough.
18 March  led by Revd Peter Lear 

25 March led by Revd Peter Sheasby

The deadline for The Bridge issue 32 will be 10 May 2020

Please send articles, notices and photographs with 

permission for everyone shown to thebridge.editors@live.co.uk




