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Dear Friends,

What is “essential”? The Methodist Conference meeting this
week has agreed to only conduct essential business, but as you
might guess the definition of essential is open to challenge.
Some want to discuss “Black Lives Matter” because that is
essential to who we are and how we are under God. Others want
to look at small churches and how many make a Church Council,
because that impacts many of our places of worship. Climate
change, ministry in the future and online communion have all
been regarded as essential business, and that is without
considering the current Covid-19 crisis. Of course it all has
depended upon the amount of time available, almost anything
could be considered essential if there is enough time to discuss
them.

We have seen the same questions asked during this crisis, who
are key workers, which shops are essential, and most recently
when does worship become an essential activity. I don’t consider
going shopping in Primark as essential to my life but the long
queues when shops reopened indicate others think differently.
We have all had to think what is essential in our lives, depending
upon our own health, age or wider concerns for family. Who
knew that daily walks were going to become an essential activity
for so many people but how many, like me, have found that
squeezed out for lack of time as the interim normal has taken
over?

As we consider going back into churches for worship we are
being guided to not sing, not handle worship books, not be too
close to each other. Things we once thought essential for a true
act of worship will not be permitted. So we have to think carefully
what is really essential to us, rather than what we would like
and choose to do. Certainly when we do reopen, and for different
churches that will vary from soon to not until September or even
later in the year, worship will be different so we will have an
opportunity to reconsider what is essential, or perhaps better
special, in worshipping God. I’m pleased to see people being
more creative, more reflective and more adaptive to new
circumstances. We will also continue some of our current
practices such as online and written worship which will
continue until everyone feels safe to go to church again.

Briefly, we are still waiting for further guidelines: the Government
Guidelines were issued on Monday 29th June and ran to 6,700
words!, Methodist guidelines will follow soon. In some ways they
are not too restrictive but will need to be taken seriously as we
are responsible for enacting them. We are advised that over 70s
are still at risk and should be encouraged to remain at home, so
that will limit the people who will wish to come along again soon.

God bless you, until we can meet again,
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Prayer from Canada
My prayers are for those who are
hur�ng and scared, those who
rely on services that are having to
close, and those who will find
themselves quickly in need.
My prayers are also for you, those
who minister in the midst of this
crisis – that you will remain
healthy, that you will care for
yourself, even as you care for
those with whom you have been
called to minister. We pray for the
healing and mending of the
world.

May we find tangible ways of
suppor�ng each other – and all of
God’s world - in this �me, and in
the days to come, and may we
know that, no ma�er what, as we
“love and serve others,” as we
“seek jus�ce and resist evil,” as
we “proclaim Jesus,” with our
words and our ac�ons, we will
find a way through this, together.
God is with all crea�on.
We are not alone.

Christ's peace,

Richard Bo�
(The Right Reverend)
Moderator / Modérateur
The United Church of Canada /
L’Église Unie du Canada

For Sunday 5 July
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49,58-67
Psalm 45:10-17 or Can�cle:
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Romans 7:15-25a
Ma�hew 11:16-19, 25-30

See h�ps://
www.ryedalemethodist.org.uk/
events.html
For service material for
Sunday 5 July

Lec�onary Reflec�ons Revd Brian Shackleton

5 July
Ma�hew 11: 16-19, 25-30
Today’s Gospel passage reminds us that although John the Bap�st is
in prison, his influence s�ll counts with a lot of people. And it is
difficult to imagine a greater contrast than the way of life offered by
John the Bap�st and that offered by Jesus. Yet both spoke of the
coming of the Kingdom of God. What is in common is that neither
John’s austereness nor the inclusiveness of Jesus seemed to have
engendered universal commitment.

So Jesus spells out more clearly that he is not offering ease
complacency but the discipline of service. And the picture he
describes is the yoke, where he is linked in partnership. And the
promise is that the yoke would be the perfect link of two people
pulling together, a special bonding. So Jesus offers not only his yolk,
but his presence, side by side with us.

"Now, to what can I compare the people of this day?

Lord, as I read your word, I seek wisdom and understanding for the
living of these days. How our society sees us as Chris�ans can feel
pre�y much as Jesus describes.
We s�ll cannot please the “children in the marketplace”.
We are “damned if we do and damned if we don’t”.
We are described as “interfering do-gooders” or “introspec�ve God-
botherers”.
Are we really “holier than thou” or “downright hypocrites”?
What are we to do?
During this crisis and lockdown, you have been teaching us all, Lord,
the importance of being community - belonging, caring and
suppor�ng. And you have been gi�ing us as Chris�ans with that
lighter yoke of faith that brings rest to our weary souls and comfort
to others.
May the new insights you have given us bear fruit in our lives.

Chris Odell©

I’ve got a pet newt, I call him Tiny, he’s my newt.



The Spirit might be asking us to be brave, to
not cling to the old but to be the pilgrim
people of the moment.

Jude Levermore, Head of Mission for the Methodist
Church in Britain, writes of her hopes for how the
Church will move forward, by being 'the pilgrim
people of the moment.'
When Methodism changed from a connexion of
socie�es to become a denomina�on or church we
began to erect and use separate Methodist buildings
which became our churches. Methodism came first,
our buildings came second.
As we begin to think about ‘going back into our
buildings’ I am hopeful that we will take �me to
consider what we have learned from being out of
them. I am hopeful that we will have solidified our
understanding that church is not a building- we
teach that to our children, but do we hold that in our
hearts? We, the people are the church, the body of
Christ mee�ng together in community, ac�ng
together in mission, longing together for the
transforma�on of our world, responding together to
our calling.
I’m praying that as we share a road map for leaving
lockdown, with all its needful risk assessments and
procedures, we will guard against entering another
lockdown, that of being so caught up in our buildings
that we miss the opportuni�es to be church without
them.
Anecdotally I have seen and heard of such amazing
innova�on and crea�vity over these last months,
as churches seek to serve their neighbourhoods and
be good news and speak good news. All around the
Connexion new and wonderful things are springing
up.
As our managing trustees consider carefully their
next steps my hope is that they carve out �me not
only to navigate a way through the 29 pages of the
risk assessment, but to first undertake a spiritual
assessment; to what is God calling this church, this
chapel? I believe the Spirit might be asking us to be
brave, to not cling to the old but to be the pilgrim
people of the moment. Let’s be a people of vision,
let’s not long to get back to normal, let’s see what
God might do if we allow ourselves to be led
somewhere new.
Let us be generous and gracious to one another,
allow different churches and chapels to make the
decisions they need to without pressure to get on
with the usual, allowing instead �me to consider
the Spirit. I am reminded of Charles Wesley’s
wonderful Pentecostal hymn:
Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
to work, and speak, and think for thee;
s�ll let me guard the holy fire,
and s�ll s�r up the gi� in me
Let us guard the holy fire, and guard our buildings
only as a means of that, let us keep walking the way
together bearing the burden of grief for all that and
those, which and who have been lost, in love for one
another and in service to our world.

The impact on us all in responding to the global pandemic
has been unprecedented and life- transforming. Of course,
this includes the life of our churches. As we move to a
gradual emerging from a comprehensive lockdown, we
face considerable challenges. We look ahead, recognising
that we cannot simply go back. I’m reminded of words in
Isaiah 43:16-21. To a people in exile in Babylon we read
words both reminding them of God’s faithfulness in the
past, but also God’s promise of ‘the new.’
On their own, those words, “I am about to do a new
thing” can raise different responses from within us.
We can be excited by them or made nervous by them –
or a mixture of both at the same �me. However, in the
context of all we know of God’s faithfulness and promises,
I trust that they can above all else give us hope and
courage. As we travel from the old to the new, let us fix
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

ANNOUNCING…
We’re thrilled to release the theme for “Flourish 21”,

our District event taking place next year!
Watch our teaser trailer… Flourish 21

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjpA4sT3ODI

ROOTED IN LOVE
Weekend 17th – 19th September 2021

Taking place at Scarborough Spa. What is Flourish all
about? Or want a recap? Watch the video to get a feel of

what to expect. We’re looking forward to it already!

A�er the success of our Flourish District Gathering in
2019, Flourish is returning in 2021. New focus. Same
great event. Bringing people together from across the

District in a weekend for all ages. We can’t wait
to share more details with you all soon.

h�ps://www.yorkshirenemethodist.org



Revd Richard Teal and
Carolyn Lawrence were inducted as
President and Vice-President at the
Methodist Conference (conducted
online) on Saturday 27 June 2020.
h�ps://www.methodist.org.uk

CONTACT:
Revd Peter Sheasby
7 Pinfold Garth
Malton
YO17 7XQ
peter.sheasby@
methodist.org.uk
01653 692173
Revd Ken Gowland
gowlo@hotmail.com
01439 770300
Deacon F & Revd T deBoltz
01751 430750
Revd J Pickering
01653 668628
Ann Thomas
(administra�ve assistant)
ryedalemethodists@gmail.com

News from Pickering
The Town Council in Pickering was very quick to arrange a Covid 19 network with
helplines and volunteers available for people who were forced to stay at home
isola�ng or shielding so that there was help if you needed shopping, prescrip�ons,
dog walking or errands doing. They also coordinated details of the many local
businesses which were willing to deliver to people. This was on top of arranging
for food parcels to be delivered to people who are shielding. A�er a few weeks
they also started a Community Kitchen, providing cooked meals 3 days a week
to around 50 people.

It has made us feel lucky that we live in an area where people are so willing to
volunteer, help and use local businesses and we feel that people in big ci�es
miss out on this kind of atmosphere.

As I make contact with people in church, it is clear that there is a lot of support
being offered through the strong networks of home group and friends in the
church. People are phoning each other and keeping in touch over social media.
People who are not online are ge�ng a paper copy of the Bridge Bulle�n
delivered and so our Pickering church family is kept in touch with the wider,
Circuit family. Some of our home groups have been able to meet virtually when
Peter arranges a Zoom home group, so we are ge�ng to grips with new ways
of being church.

Personally, I have found that volunteering helps us to make contact with new
people and offer them prac�cal help and at the same �me, I can listen to people
when they need someone to talk to and offer to add them to my prayer list, which
gives me a chance to let them know that, not only do I care, but God does too.
I think this may make me a li�le bit braver once this is over, to offer to pray for
people. This seems like a simple thing to offer, but it is a very powerful thing and
is almost always appreciated, so maybe we will come out of lockdown stronger
in our sense of community and braver in our witness.

God Bless, Karen Pa�son

The Revd Richard Teal President of Conference 2020-21
Richard was brought up in a small Yorkshire Dales village, where his father was
a farmer. A�er leaving school, he worked in tex�le management and during that
�me he candidated for the Methodist ministry. Before becoming Chair of the
Cumbria District for 11 years he was Superintendent of the Beverley Circuit.
Since last September he has returned to the area to be Superintendent of the
Driffield and Hornsea Circuit.
Richard greatly values rural communi�es and encourages rural churches to take
risks and do new and exci�ng faith ac�vi�es. For Richard, a small rural chapel is
not a failed large church. Small communi�es are important and significant in
building the kingdom of God. Richard is married to Susan, and they have two
children and two grandchildren.

Carolyn Lawrence Vice President of Conference 2020-21
Carolyn has a background in primary educa�on and was an educa�onal mission
partner in Guyana with the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and Americas.
She and her husband Mark (the brother of Deacon Fiona deBoltz) have served
in the Methodist Church for the past 36 years.
Carolyn has a heart for sharing the love of Jesus through preaching, teaching,
pastoral care and social ac�on. Wherever people are on their spiritual journey,
she enjoys helping them to grow in their faith and she encourages them to
become ‘disciple-making disciples’.

The President and Vice President have chosen the final words of John Wesley
as our theme for this year, ’The best of all is, God is with us’.
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