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the bridge bulletin

Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Romans 9:1-5
Ma�hew 14:13-21

For Sunday 2 August

The Feeding of the
Five Thousand

Ryedale Methodists

Dear Friends,
Eularia Clarke (1914-1970) The five thousand
Methodist Modern Art Collec�on

“Going somewhere nice for your holidays?” the hairdresser’s chat line you may have now heard once you are allowed back in the stylist’s
chair. I feel sorry for those who replied “Spain” and now have to be in quarantine when they get
back; but I have to also say the possibility for that to happen is going to be there for any place and
potentially for a long time. We were supposed to be going to Scotland at the end of June, but that
was cancelled and although we could actually have travelled for the second week our hearts and
minds were not in the right place to do so.
At the Zoom service from Pickering church in mid-July I worked out that it had been the longest
period since I led worship in church for probably over forty years. The only time which has come
close has been on sabbatical, when Methodist ministers are given the gift of three months away
from the usual round of leading services, meetings and visiting. I wonder if it has seemed like a
holiday from church for you - I have heard people describe these four months as like a sabbatical or has it felt more like an enforced absence? Just once in my life I had a three-week holiday and it
was probably the only time I felt ready to go back to daily work life. However, now I feel more than
ready to return, I am actively missing being in church, with a congregation and leading worship.
Zoom or YouTube services, helpful as they may be, are no substitute for the presence in the
Presence with other people of faith. I know the congregation at Helmsley has appreciated being
able to meet again, and I hope and pray others will as we work towards reopening all our chapels.
The Questionnaires about reopening churches had some understandable heart-felt desires to
return to normal, to go back to church and get life going again. Yet, I have also spoken with
people who have expressed that being away from Sunday worship in church has been a relief, as
they have been able to concentrate on worship rather than all the 101 jobs that come with being
there each week. This Lockdown period has been a true holiday – Holy Day – as it has given space
and time to focus on God and not the “Church”. They say “a change is as good as a rest” - well
we have certainly had changes, I hope it has also been a time when you could rest, but I also pray
we might all be restored in order to return to congregation worship with renewed faith and
determination to give our all for Jesus.
God bless you, until we can meet again,

Lectionary Reflections
2 August
Ma�hew 14: 13-21 (also John 6: 1-14)
When the numbers added up to five thousand
there was a problem.
The clock was �cking,
and the twelve had no sa�sfactory answer.
Two did have an untested solu�on
that just didn’t seem to add up.
It came from just one
who produced five and two.
What was needed was a mul�plica�on factor.
But first five thousand was divided
into units of fi�y.
Seven, a perfect number,
seven squared
equals forty nine.
Forty nine plus one
(because no one should be le� out)
gives fi�y,
the jubilee number
where all debts are cancelled,
a fresh beginning for everyone,
a clean slate.
Then the mul�plica�on: there was no division
as everyone was sa�sfied, leaving a remainder
of twelve baskets-full
A total success.
Brian Shackleton

To be Frank, I would have to change my name.

This story, Lord, is familiar to
me from Sunday School.
Although it must have been
John’s version that we were told
Because we learnt that it was a
boy, a child like us,
Who provided his packed lunch
for the miraculous feast.
It encouraged us because
it showed that Jesus would
welcome
Even our child-size gifts to him
And use them to help make
your kingdom come!
Little things – the mustard seed,
the yeast, the pearl
Reveal to us the mysterious,
yet inexorable, way
In which your kingdom is
working in our midst –
And encourage us that
whatever we give to you
You will accept, bless,
multiply and use.
Chris Odell ©

See h�ps://
www.ryedalemethodist.org.uk/
events.html
For service material for
Sunday 2 August
If any one would like a CD or DVD
of any of the services produced
by Revd Peter, please get in touch
with Ann or Peter.

I have been thinking about a logo for the circuit for a few years. Every
now and then when I’ve had li�le else to do I would look at it, make
a few altera�ons, do more research and get a bit further each �me.
At the beginning of lockdown Rev Peter men�oned it and he sent me
an image that he had come up with. We had both considered the rural
landscape of Ryedale along with the Methodist Church logo. I had a
few pages of ideas already and decided this was the �me that I really
needed to get on with it. About seven weekends later I came up with
the design that I sent out in issue 13. I had researched many Methodist
church logos from around the country, tried out a few ideas and from
those decided that I should keep the Methodist orb shape as it was
intended, with no altera�ons. I added a simple grain shape for Ryedale
above, and then the line of the Bridge cross through the middle. That
image has been part of the circuit since 2012 and is meant to signify
the cross hovering over our joined together circuit. A bonus is that it
also tends to look like hills and valleys. A�er CLT had okayed the shape
I turned to look closely at the colour scheme.
Originally we had thought about using the blues and greens of the
landscape. I kept looking at the Methodist Orb though, and decided
that the Methodist red should stay in order for it to be recognisable.
That le� a difficult decision on the colours. A logo is usually small on
a page and needs to be as simple as possible. Bringing in blue or green
as well as red was far too fussy. By that �me it was around Pentecost
and I had a�ended Revd Leslie’s pentecost zoom service where several
people were talking about a new thing they felt that God is doing.
I got to thinking that, rather than showing the colours of our landscape,
perhaps the logo could reflect our feelings or aspira�ons for the future
of our circuit and perhaps hint at a ‘new thing’.
Colour theory for design is a strange topic in that some seem to read
far too much into it, but there is no doubt that many “meanings” are
used effec�vely in marke�ng. The understanding comes from what we
see in nature. The colours may have an alterna�ve significance when
the shade or �nt is changed and some�mes there are different
associa�ons for other countries. Green is from trees and fields o�en
depic�ng nature, health, growth but can also mean jealousy. Blue is
like the calm seas and the sky inspiring a sense of peace, although dark
blue can be like a thunderstorm. Red is fire, vibrant and warm. Orange
reminds us of the fruit, “great for brands looking to elicit feelings of
vitality and happiness”(Tailor Brands). Then I came across the word
“change” in rela�on to orange. For a while I couldn’t quite work out
why orange would mean change but of course it is a colour of the
sunset and the sunrise and the autumn. That se�led it!
A red to orange grada�on like the fire of pentecost, the energy and
crea�vity associated with those colours and the origins of the logo
coming from a �me of change and the start of new things to follow.
Ann Thomas
*With apologies to the Orange phone company. (And to those reading
in black and white.)

RYEDALE METHODIST CIRCUIT

*The future’s orange?

RYEDALE METHODIST CIRCUIT
Introducing our new circuit
logo recently approved by CLT
The complete set of images is
shown on the final page of the
bulletin. As well as the orange
there are two others. One has a
black to grey gradient for normal
use on everyday documents and
there is a white version which
may end up on our circuit
website. I have also provided
the white logo with a red to
orange background or a black
to grey background for anyone
who needs to use less ink!
Finally there is a completely
black version for where the
circuit name is needed, to
identify posters for example.
If any church wants to use the
logo please contact Ann and
I will provide the necessary files.
The photo shows some of the work on
the colour scheme.

Pew signs from
Supply Baptist Church
North Carolina
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