
All Saints and All Souls
November 1 - 2
This weekend, in previous years,
many churches would hold a
Memorial service in which those
who have died are remembered.
When I led funerals in the Spring,
families were hoping that by Autumn
Thanksgiving services could be held
so that family and friends could truly
remember those who have died.
Sadly, that is still not possible in the
numbers that people would hope to
gather together.

Here and on the next page are some
prayers you might like to use in the
coming days. Peter

All our sorrow, all our tears
Safe now in God’s hands
All our hopes, all our fears
Safe now in God’s hands
All our laughter, all our sadness
Safe now in God’s hands
All our anger, all our gladness
Safe now in God’s hands
All our stories, all our memories
Safe now in God’s hands
Those we remember, those we love
Safe now in God’s hands

Evening of All Saints’ Day at Malmi Cemetery,
Helsinki, Finland photo by Jori Samonen Flickr

Dear Friends,
I remember visiting a home to arrange a funeral. About
eight brothers and sisters had gathered together with
their spouses to arrange the funeral of a parent.
Several times during my visit I was instructed that I had
never met a family so close as theirs. The funeral service
was marred by bitter family feuds which took place both
before and after the service.
We have all experienced Churches where the outward
boast "our church is like a family," covers the inner truth
of bitter feuds.
"This is my commandment to you: love one another."
The statement that our Church is like a family can
sometimes hide the fact that the church is like an elite
club in which, as we sometimes see printed on the doors
of other premises, "the management reserves the right to
refuse entrance."
The history of the church and of individual communities
of faith suggests that to love one another may be the
most difficult thing Jesus ever asked of us. There are
circumstances in which it is easier to love one's enemies
than it is to love those with whom we live and worship
day after day, week after week.
Loving one another within the community of Faith is not
a calling to an exclusive love. It is a calling to build a
community of love that will witness to others what God
intends for all humanity. That is not easy, and it is not
exclusive but it is the calling of every ChristIan
community.
Blessings,
Jane
Revd Jane Pickering
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TIME is too slow for those who wait
Too swift for those who fear
Too long for those who grieve
Too short for those who rejoice.
But for those who love time is
eternity.
Henry Van Dyke 1852-1933

Father of all,
we pray for those whom we love, but
see no longer.
Grant them your peace; let light
perpetual shine upon them;
and in your loving wisdom and
almighty power
work in them the good purpose of
your perfect will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Grant us, O God,
in all our duties your help,
in all our perplexities your guidance,
in all our dangers your protection,
and in all our sorrows your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lectionary Reflections 1 November
Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

For all the saints…
For the first saints who brought the Church to birth:
Working out their new beliefs in a world so different to ours;
Living out those revolutionary new beliefs
As witnesses to a saving faith that offered Life to all…
For saints through history, leaving Christ’s mark on every age:
The scholars, producing biblical canon, creeds and theology;
The evangelists, preaching the love of God in every land;
The pastors and teachers, caring for the latest generations…
For the saints of today, reaching out to others in God’s name:
Sharing the Good News, caring for the needy,
Befriending the lonely and anxious, offering healing and hope;
Those who sit with me in church, the kind and encouraging…
For the saints we have known but see no longer,
Whose lives still bear fruit long after their death;
For the great communion of saints, both living and dead,
To which I, and your family, all belong,
I offer you thanks, Lord. Amen.
Chris Odell ©

All Saints’ Day
Matthew 5:1-12 The Be-attitudes
My father taught me to play “ducks and drakes”, skimming
smooth, flat stones bouncing them on the water as many times
as possible, their motion defying the depths. It should be the
opposite with the reading of scripture, so let’s pray that the
Holy Spirit will make the meaning of Jesus’ words resonate
deep within us.
Now please read the passage slowly a few times, silently and
aloud, pausing to consider each verse. There may be one that
stands out to you, if there is, stay with it and allow the Deep to
speak to the deep in you.
My earthly father, frustrated, once said to Fiona, “the problem
is that Tony is too independent for his own good!” So verse 3,
the first of the beatitudes, speaks to me about the blessédness
of those who see through the lie of self sufficiency and root
their trust, their strength in God alone.
Many books and thousand of sermons have been written about
the Sermon on the Mount with its counter-cultural message
turning our materialistic world-view on its head. Here Jesus
tells us that boastful displays of wealth and power are not the
picture of success the world would have us believe.
There are nine blesséd (fortunate/happy) statements - the
figure 9 in the Bible came to represent Divine completeness:
you might also want to read the nine Fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23) alongside the Beatitudes. Maybe it’s me,
but the two seem to compliment each other.
Tony Revd T deBoltz
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