
Dear Friends,
Hoping that you are all keeping healthy and safe and coping as
best you can with lockdown.
'No one will snatch them away from me' John 10 : 28b
Two cards that I have written this week, I have ended with the
words "underneath are the everlasting arms..."
"I can still see her in my memory, kneeling in her garden over some
new-budding flower or errant weed. Her hands blackened by the
deep clay dirt would gradually come clean. First under the garden
hose, and then under the ministry of a bristle brush, their ruddy
strength would become visible for all to see. Her hands dusted the
piano at 6am. They pushed our blue jeans through the wringer on
the washing machine. They massaged my father's hands back to
warmth after he'd worked twenty straight hours in a blizzard.They
served water and scrubbed floors.
Working a stitch at a time, her hands crafted a quilt for her
grandson. He's an adult now, with children of his own, but he still
feels her touch whenever he wraps it round him on a cold winter's
night."
Those were the memories of an American, Donald Denton.
We could all write our own version of that same passage, and then
go on to recall the words of promise that no one can snatch us out
of the hands of God.
"No one will snatch them out of my hand." I remember returning to
a Chapel I had previously ministered, people were reminiscing
about my time there. Someone said to me, "I always remember
what you used to say"..."What was that?" I enquired with a little
trepidation. "You used to tell us that 'underneath are the everlasting
arms.'" It is hardly original, but I am happy to be remembered that
way.
Whatever happens to us during these precedented times, always
underneath each one of us are the outstretched, everlasting arms,
made visible on a cross, in Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
Blessings, Jane Revd Jane Pickering

Photo: Pixabay

FOR SUNDAY 24 JANUARY
Jonah: 1-5, 10
Psalm 62: 5-12
1 Corinthians 7: 29-31
Mark 1: 14-20

God our Father,
you reveal to us your
love through Christ and
through our brothers and
sisters.

Open our hearts
so that we can
welcome each other
with our differences and
live in forgiveness.

Grant us to live united in
one body, so that the gift
that is each person
comes to light.

May all of us together be
a reflection of the living
Christ.
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18-25 January
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The YouTube service for
the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity includes
contributions from the
Rt Revd Alison White,
Bishop of Hull, and Revd
Steve Jakeman, District
Ecumenical Officer -
among many others.
The service draws on
materials prepared by
the Monastic Community
of Grandchamp in
Switzerland, with the
theme of “Abide in my
love and you shall bear
much fruit”.

It will be the Circuit
YouTube service on our
channel this Sunday.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021
Abiding in Christ
Read: John 15 v 1 - 17
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021
has been prepared by the Monastic Community
of Grandchamp in Switzerland.
The theme is,
“Abide in my
love and you
shall bear
much fruit”,
based on
John 15:1-17
and expresses
Grandchamp
Community’s
vocation to
prayer,
reconciliation
and unity in
the Church
and the human
family. The Grandchamp Community has its origins in Europe in
the 1930s, when a group of women of the Reformed tradition
sought to rediscover the importance of silence and listening to
the Word of God.

Jesus said to the disciples, “abide in my love” (Jn 15:9). He
abides in the love of the Father (Jn 15:10) and desires nothing
other than to share this love with us: “I have called you friends,
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard
from my Father” (Jn 15:15b). Grafted into the vine, which is
Jesus himself, the Father becomes our vinedresser who prunes
us to make us grow. This describes what happens in prayer.
The Father is the centre of our lives, who centres our lives. He
prunes us and makes us whole, and whole human beings give
glory to the Father.

We live in a time that is both troubling and magnificent, an often
dangerous time where we are challenged by pandemics, wars,
violence, poverty, racism and climate change. Yet as Christians
seeking reconciliation, justice and peace, we also know the
full value of a spiritual life, have an immense responsibility
and must realise it, unite and help each other create forces of
calmness, refuges of peace, vital centres where the silence of
people calls on the creative word of God. It is a question of life
and death. Abiding in Christ, we receive the strength and
wisdom to act against structures of injustice and oppression,
to fully recognise ourselves as brothers and sisters in humanity,
and to be creators of a new way of living, with respect for and
communion with all of creation.

The sisters of Grandchamp recite together each morning “pray
and work that God may reign”. Prayer and everyday life are not
two separate realities but are meant to be united. All that we
experience is an encounter with God.
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