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Hello friends,
The rhythm of life is a curious thing - isn’t it? We have lurched from
January to May, and I have to ask ‘where have those months gone?’,
and even ‘where have the last 14 months gone?’ Time really does
fly and not necessarily while having fun! Some of us will have been
keeping ourselves busy, crafting, gardening, reading, and trying to
understand technology. But it is nature that keeps its simple cycle of
life that we follow with interest at this time of year. Some time towards
the end of January Spring started to emerge with the snowdrops then,
slowly but surely, the daffodils, then the tulips. Those of us who
garden will have been madly planting seeds and then in recent
weeks having to protect them overnight due to plummeting night-time
temperatures. I can safely say Spring has finally sprung.
“Spring has sprung”, but what does that mean to us as Christians?
The obvious answer is “Holy Week and Easter”: the arrest, crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. A season that coincides with the
Spring flowers, Spring lambs and all the new life that comes in
abundance following those barren months of Autumn and Winter. It is
strange how our seasons have this rhythm that never changes. They
may sometimes be long and drawn out but they have this cycle:
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. This is how God designed the
world – God is creative, he provides the land, the sun, the rain, and all
weathers in between and his creation gives us such joy. We welcome
each new season especially Spring with its vibrant colours and joy of
new life. God is faithful in all that he says, and all that he has done.
God sent Jesus to live among us, to die and to rise again, just as the
leaves fall in the autumn and the trees send forth new shoots in the
Spring. In my mind Spring is all about the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ and is part of the rhythm of our faith life. Amen.
Kate Gibbs
Circuit Steward & Local Preacher

EASTER 5 May 2
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

God of love and grace,
through your presence
you make all things holy.
We celebrate the
sacredness of your creation;
the sacredness of all living
things - the earth, the seas,
the skies.
We acknowledge that the
earth is yours, given as a
common treasury for all.
Grant us such openness to
your presence that we may
treat this, your planet, with
reverence:
That we may respect its
limits and boundaries;
That we may share its
goodness fairly and
sustainably.
God our creator, saviour
and peace-giver,
teach us how to live in holy
communion with you and
with your world.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen

New Rural Mission and Ministry Officer announced
Sarah Hulme has been announced as the Methodist Church’s Rural
Mission and Ministry Officer, a new full-time position aimed at
expanding a confident and vibrant Christian presence in rural
communities and advocating for the complex social issues these
diverse communities face.
Sarah has lived and worked in Cumbria for the past 25 years. She
is a member of Penrith Methodist Church and also part of the
Mountain Pilgrims fresh expression community. She has served
widely in encouraging and equipping for evangelism, fresh
expressions, leadership development, and missional approaches
with young people. She will take up her post in early May and will
collaborate over the next season with the Revd Elizabeth Clark,
current National Rural Officer, as Elizabeth prepares to retire at the
end of the Connexional Year.
Sarah Hulme - new rural
mission and ministry officer

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-news/methodistchurch-announces-new-rural-mission-and-ministry-officer/

Celebrating 75 years of real change
Christian Aid was founded 75 years ago, by people like
you, uniting together at the end of World War Two –
determined to live out Jesus’ teaching to love their neighbour, by
offering love and care to those in need. Instead of focusing only on
rebuilding their own lives, they raised an incredible amount of money
to help refugees right across Europe.
But that was only the beginning.Over the following decades this
became the inspiration for a movement of people bringing about real
change right across the world – empowering communities to break
the cycle of poverty and look forward to a more hopeful future.
See https://www.christianaid.org.uk/ for details on Christian Aid week

LECTIONARY REFLECTIONS Revd Penny Worth
2nd May John 15.1-8
“Strong and independent woman” is a catchphrase in our family,
so that if one of the men offers to help when my daughter or I are
struggling with some physical task, the expected answer is, “No
thanks, I’m being a strong and independent woman”. I was
brought up to take a pride in being independent and capable and
that has stayed with me. Many of you will have similar attitudes.
But how does this work out in our relationship with God in
Christ? I think such attitudes are at the root of my resistance to
this image of vine and branches. I don’t want to be ‘just a
branch’; I don’t want to be tied down and tied in, and I certainly
don’t want to be pruned!
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But there are other ways to think about it aren’t there? ‘Abide in
me as I abide in you’ implies mutuality. I can do nothing apart
from the vine - in fact I will die if I don’t stay connected - but the
vine can’t bear any fruit without its branches. This reminds us of
the other side of the coin: as the prayer says, ‘You have no
hands and feet in the world today but ours’.
I do need to learn dependence on God, and I would be a better
Christian if that trust and dependence were greater, but as in
every relationship we need to get the balance right. It is only
when I am connected, rooted and utterly secure in God (or
Jesus, or Christ, if you prefer) that I have the strength, courage
and independence to step out and take risks.
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