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6 June Mark 3:20 - end
Blessed and affirmed; Jesus rose from the baptismal waters of
the Jordan. Challenged and tempted, yet undefeated; Jesus
walked out of His 40 day trial in the desert - prepared. As He
began His Kingdom work of teaching and healing, Jesus
gathered crowds and Disciples. Meanwhile, rumours reached
Jerusalem of this itinerant threat to the status quo of the
powerful, consequently learnéd troublemakers are sent to
“contain and manage” the risk.

In today’s reading Jesus goes “home”, probably to Peter’s house in Capernaum. Jesus and his
disciples sole appetite is to respond to the individual need of the increasing numbers of souls drawn to
Jesus and the Gospel. The family’s concern at Jesus behaviour V.21“He is out of His mind” becomes
subverted by the Jerusalem scribes seeking to discredit V.22 “…By the prince of demons he is driving
out demons!” In resisting Satan’s temptations in the desert, Jesus has already proved himself the
“stronger man”. Now through healing, and the forgiving of sins He is plundering Satan’s trove. But,
beware, don’t believe the scribes conspiracy theory that the Holy Spirit’s work is Satan’s or you’ll miss
out on the blessing!

In the eyes of the world the Kingdom of God seems topsy-turvy: the first shall be last – the last first,
the servant King upon the throne. In this Kingdom the lowly are lifted high. Whoever heard of a
Kingdom where the royal family welcomes us as brother, sister or mother? The entry requirement?
Trust, believe Jesus and do God’s will.

13 June Mark 4: 26-34 Two more seed parables
“Summer and winter and springtime and harvest…” so goes “Great is Thy faithfulness” resonating with
this first parable.

In the first story the farmer “broadcasts” the seed. Time passes. The farmer goes to bed and arises.
Experience tells him that, unseen, the process of germination and growth ensues,
until breaking through the soil the green shoot appears. The seed mirrors the farmer, on a different
timescale: it lies down, buried in the ground and, at the right time, rises again. Nature’s perfect cycle.
The fruitful Kingdom of God grows.

For the second parable Jesus uses a mustard seed, a tiny speck, yet hidden within it is the prospect of
prodigious growth. Jesus’ hearers couldn’t imagine the potential of the Kingdom of God. The
population of the world in Jesus time is estimated as being between 170-400 million people. Last year
there were an estimated 2.38 billion Christians and the Kingdom of God still grows exponentially.
While many of the mainstream churches in this country seem to be in decline, there are many parts of
the world where people are coming into a living relationship with Jesus. So take heart from the
knowledge that the vibrant Kingdom of God is growing worldwide and pray “Thy Kingdom come” in our
lives, communities and country.
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20 June Mark 4: 35-41
In this passage Mark switches the narrative from Jesus teaching about the Kingdom of God, to giving
his readers a glimpse of the King’s authority.

Evening comes as Jesus boards a boat heading for the other side of the lake. Jesus, given the place
of honour in the rear of the boat, drifts to sleep on a cushion. Here is respite from the needs of the
crowd. A break from the subversive undercurrent of the Scribes and Pharisees trying to neutralise
their perceived threat of Jesus ministry.

A peaceful picture: the sun setting on the lake turning to purple and pink twilight. But the Sea of
Galilee, nestled some 700 feet below sea level; almost completely surrounded by hills, is subject to
sudden squalls and storms. When the cold eastern wind drops down off the mountains a tranquil
scene can quickly change. The sea of Galilee, some 12 miles long and up to 8 miles across, is no
place to be caught on board a small fishing vessel. Small wonder that the disciples, in fear of their
lives, cry out to Jesus! Awakened, Jesus immediately calms the storm and chides the fearful
disciples. Such authority: “Who is this?” wonder the disciples “even the wind and the waves obey
him!”

Who is Jesus? There’s a question to ponder. Who is Jesus to me? For He transcends the secular
idea of “good man and moral teacher”. Surely that alone cannot satisfy our needs. My Jesus, my
Saviour!

27 June Mark 5: 21 – end
Following Jesus taking authority over nature in calming the storm, the Gospel writer tells of Jesus
dominion over a “legion” of demons (Mark 5:1-20). Now Mark shows us Jesus power and sovereignty
over long-standing illness and even death itself.

Jairus’ concern for his daughter far outweighing any fear of loss of esteem in the eyes of the
Jerusalem scribes and Pharisees, throws himself at Jesus feet. The synagogue leader knows that
Jesus can bring his daughter back from the brink of death. What parent wouldn’t do that for their
child? But, as Jesus responds following the distraught father, someone-else’s need interrupts Jesus
passage. A woman has suffered an incurable illness for fifteen years, which drained her resources
and strength. This malady would have left her a social outcast, and considered unclean according to
the law, so she reaches out to him. Touching Jesus cloak and drawing the healing she needs - she is
made well, restored to her community and Jesus knows it! Like the demon possessed man and
Jairus before her, she too throws herself at Jesus feet. Mark 5:34 NIV “He said to her, “Daughter, your faith
has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”

Meanwhile news arrives that Jairus’ daughter has died, but even this is not beyond Jesus reach and
authority. Hear the gentle way He wields such power Mark 5:41 NIV He took her by the hand and said to
her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”).

Fearful and frightened, yet full of faith these characters come, and, surrendering to Jesus authority,
cast themselves at His feet to find healing, restoration and wholeness. What do you want to place at
Jesus feet today? What is it that you want to surrender to His authority?
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