
Hello Friends,
I hope you are in good health and enjoying the summer months. Time
is flying by! I can’t believe that it is my turn to write this short letter again.
It was around the Easter period when I last wrote to you. That makes
me sound like Saint Paul as he wrote to the churches he cared for and
looked after. We are all doing our best to care for one another but need
to also accept there are limitations as to what can be achieved and
managed. We are never certain what tomorrow or the future will bring
but continue to trust in God for that. In the last 2 weeks Marion and
I have been fortunate enough to meet all of our family together in our
garden. This is the first time since JAN 2020 we have all been able to
meet so it was good to be able to do that.
How will Church life open up for us? Some of you were able to gather
together for Revd Ken’s farewell service. Quite some time since a circuit
gathering was possible and that service was reinforced by the Zoom and
YouTube technology. It is hoped a Circuit Meeting will take place in
September when we can meet in person and renew acquaintances.
There is a great deal of socialising to catch up on. It would seem to me
that it is the personal interaction that we need in order to be a cohesive
Church. Yes, we can have our Zoom services and meetings, we can
watch and listen to YouTube but there is no substitute for that which
makes us one, the fellowship experienced when we worship and meet
together.
Who knows how the next few weeks and months will play out in society.
Just as we are feeling more comfortable about mixing together more
uncertainty comes our way with the easing/lifting of covid measures. Let
us do our best to remember that we are one body of people in Christ and
let’s not be separated or divided by some of the influences that come our
way. Together we stand, divided we fall is a phrase we know and is
quoted in scripture. If we lose our oneness then we shall be the poorer
for it. The greatest gift of all is LOVE.
1 John 4:7
With greetings to you all – Robert Rayner – Circuit Steward
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let us love

one another,
because love
comes from

God.
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is a child

of God and
knows God
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LECTIONARY REFLECTION JULY 25 JOHN: 6: 1-21
Revd Brian Shackleton
The Lectionary gives us the next five weeks to think about the content of
this sixth chapter of John’s Gospel. (This gives the impression that a Bible
Study group would be a more appropriate venue than the church service).
However, I find the theologian, Rudolf Bultmann, suggests a helpful
approach.
He writes, “the Synoptics portray Jesus’ ministry by collecting together a
large number of small pieces of tradition, which they try to join up into a
coherent whole as best they can, John gives his portrayal in a series of
large detailed pictures. So imagine yourself in an Art Gallery, standing in
front of a wall-size picture entitled “The Feeding of the Five Thousand.”
John sees the “miracle”, however it was achieved, as illustrative of a living
parable, linking this to the idea that Jesus is the “bread of life.” We need
to remember that there is a powerful image here because of the Jewish
“Exodus” experience, and the belief that God provided “daily food” (- and
this is echoed in the Lord’s Prayer). We will return to this later in the
chapter. But “proof by miracle” also triggers a reaction from at least a part
of the crowd to make Jesus a “revolutionary Messiah” opposed to Rome –
this comment is absent from Matthew, Mark and Luke.

A PRAYER
for the end of legal
covid restrictions
in England.
I rejoiced with those who
said to me, “ let us go
to the house of the Lord”
Yet in my prayers,
I remember those who
are fearful of gathering
together.

I’ll praise the Lord, I’ll
sing a new song in the
assembly of the saints
but I will mourn for those
who we’ve lost - and
remember where once
they sat and I’ll note the
gap that their parting
leaves in my life.

Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.

As government regulations
are reduced may I seek to
promote your way of
being, of kindness, love
and justice.

Blessed are those whose
ways are blameless and
walk according to the law
of the Lord.

When I am tempted to
emphasise the errors of
others - help me to
examine my own way of
being.

O Lord it’s been such a
difficult time for so many,
and still your world is in
turmoil.

As we are offered
freedoms where we can
rejoice with those who
rejoice and weep with
those who mourn I will
give thanks to you, for
you are good and your
love endures forever.

Help me to tell it to the
world.

Amen
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