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Gracious and holy God,
Dear Friends,
In all sorts of ways, the first of September feels like a new start. It is, of course, the beginning of the
new Methodist year which always brings some changes. For the Ryedale Circuit, after Ken has moved
on to pastures new, we are going to have a different year coping without a second full-time minister.
Thankfully others have stepped up to help us - both presbyters and preachers from neighbouring
Circuits. That all began in July and seems to already be bedded in. Although we are by no means at the
end of the Covid pandemic, this does feel like an opportunity to begin again; the church must learn from
the last 18 months and decide what is important for the future. We will be a “hybrid” church, hopefully
both on-site and online. We need to consider what are our priorities as well as looking to recommence
those things which are special from the past. I hope congregations, gaining confidence from reopening
worship, will be able to restart those other opportunities to meet such as Bible Study, Fellowship
Groups, Coffee Mornings as well as think about new ways we can reach out to our communities. I think
there is still much to learn and reflect upon from our recent experiences, which can inform our future.
For myself, today does seem like a fresh start. The last two years since we moved have been odd to
say the least. I still feel disjointed from some congregations and church members because we haven’t
had those opportunities to sit down and chat, but in other ways you have got to know me through online
activities perhaps more than might have happened through the Plan. It also seems like a new
beginning after my Mum’s illness and death which has occupied most of the summer. Thank you to all
who through words and cards have expressed their sympathy, thank you to those who offered practical
support by leading worship and other meetings when I was unavailable, thank you for your
understanding and kindness giving me compassionate leave to be with my family.
So both life and church will throw up new challenges as we step into the new Methodist year. Our first
focus will be to consider a profile for the new minister(s) who will start in September 2022. Who knows
what other situations will be by then!?
God’s people have often thought that all had been revealed, all would continue as ever, but more than
once God has reminded them that he is a God of surprises and innovation. In Isaiah 48:6 the prophet
says to the people “Now I will tell you of new things to come, events that I did not reveal before.” And in
Revelation 21:5, the one who sits on the throne says “Behold, I am making all things new.” One of my
favourite verses is Matthew 13:52 when Jesus says, "a disciple in the Kingdom of heaven is like a
homeowner who takes new and old things out of the storage room."
Let us go forward in faith, trusting that God will guide us to new things as we start the familiar up again,
and give us strength for the continuing journey.
God bless

… like a homeowner
who takes new and
old things out of the
storage room.

We come to you with the situation in Afghanistan heavy on our hearts. It is a situation so complicated,
and so fast moving, that it is difficult for us to know what to say or how to think.
We hold before you the people of the country, those who stay and those who flee; those living with
terror and afraid for the future; those who, because of this latest turn of events, will never be able to
live the fullness of life that is your purpose. We hold all this before you.
We hold open to you the future: the world leaders with a role in shaping what happens next; the many
who are becoming refugees and the people who will be called upon to offer them safety and a future;
the impact of these local events on our world story. We hold all this open to you.
We hold in your love all those known to us whose lives have been bound up in the recent story of
Afghanistan. We think of all those who have served there in our Armed Forces, those who were injured
and those who did not return. We hold in our hearts all those for whom this is a time of special grieving
and confusion, and those who minister to them. We hold all these in your love.
Rock of ages, at this difficult time we lean into your timelessness.
Turn us, and all people, to your good purposes for your world.
Grant courage and wisdom, hope and a future. Amen
Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference

The theme for Education Sunday on
September 12 this year is ‘A word in season’,
taken from Isaiah 50:4. We find these words in
the midst of the Servant Songs where Isaiah
was writing prophetically about the ministry of
the coming Messiah, explaining that the One who was to come would be an anointed teacher, who
would be able to speak “a word in season”, the right word at the right time, to the weary.
But Isaiah 50:4 is a particularly interesting verse as it speaks of being awakened
to hear as well as being equipped to teach. After the challenges of the last eighteen months, it is clear
that those who teach are as much in need of a refreshing word as those who learn from them. This is
what makes Education Sunday this year so important. There are education issues all around us that
cannot be ignored, from both the perspective of the teacher and the student.
In focussing on ‘a word in season’ we need to acknowledge the weariness that must surely have
affected the whole education sector as it has coped with the disruption of Covid, but we also need to
keep in mind the strength that will enable us to open up the possibilities that lie ahead. A word in
season at a time such as this must bring encouragement and hope as well as understanding and
support, to student and teacher alike. It cannot be a trite word. The world is already too full of empty
and undermining words as, sadly, it is often the negative ones that spread. Now is the time for us to be
bold; to speak out clearly and to seek God positively.
Education Sunday provides a great opportunity to give thanks to God for all who teach and all who
study, for all who continually have to find the right words and deliver them with enthusiasm and
graciousness, for all who have to build constructively on all that has been learnt before while constantly
opening up new horizons. It is also an excellent opportunity for releasing some great resources for
worship, and this year is no exception.
Teaching and studying are demanding and privileged callings.We can take heart from the One of
whom Isaiah wrote and of whom the Gospels speak. Here we find ample evidence that the right word
delivered in the right way at the right time can change lives. The fact that the Church knows this
through experience positions us well to take up this Education Sunday’s theme. The world in general
and the education sector in particular need a word in season. Let us play a part in bringing such a
word.
Revd Dr Hugh Osgood, President of Churches Together in England, Moderator of the Free Churches Group.
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/614205/Home/News/Latest_news/Education_Sunday_2021.aspx

https://readingacts.com/2021/06/09

Lectionary Reflections from Brian Shackleton
Sunday 5 September MARK 7: 24-37

Sunday 19 September MARK 9: 30-37

Jesus has taken ‘time out’ to have some
personal space by travelling into the non-Jewish
region of Tyre. But he can’t escape the request
of a Greek mother whose daughter has mental
issues. (Don’t get hung up by the reference to
“feeding the dogs.” In a common colloquialism
Jewish people often referred to Gentiles as
dogs). The important outcome here is Good
News for the Gentiles – Jesus heals the girl
irrespective of her racial origin. The second
story is also Good News, this time for a deaf
and dumb man, who because of his disability
would have been marginalised socially and
religiously. The healing action of Jesus
reintegrates him into society. Yet again, it is a
way of saying that no-one is excluded from
God’s plan.

We are back in Galilee, and the disciples must
have enjoyed the prestige of Jesus’ popularity.
But Jesus keeps talking about what will
happen to him; and that doesn’t tally with the
disciples’ traditional view of the Messiah.
So Jesus uses two pictures, one of serving like
a slave, and, secondly, of caring for a
defenceless, inconsequential child. And what
does that tell us about our discipleship? Can
we say that we treat everyone with the respect
and dignity that their humanity deserves? God
may love everyone; but do we?

Today is Education Sunday – in a wider sense,
not a bad day to re-educate ourselves about
the breadth of God’s love.

2021- 22 President and Vice-President
On Saturday 26 June the Revd Sonia Hicks was
elected and inducted as President of the
Conference and Barbara Easton as VicePresident.
In her Conference address Mrs Hicks focused on
her theme for the year, “God’s Table: An Invitation
for All”, reflecting on the racism and
marginalisation she and her family have
experienced and how the Church can respond to
injustice and division in society today.
The Vice-President, Barbara Easton, drew on her
experience as a quilter to address the Conference
on a range of issues including on diversity, the
environment and ecumenical relations.

Oversight and Trusteeship

Sunday 12 September MARK 8: 27-38
This passage is the turning point in the
unfolding of Mark’s Gospel. We are not in the
comfort zone of Galilee where Jesus had
undoubted popularity, but near Caesarea
Philippi (another indicator that the Good News
is for more than the Jews?).
And now comes the astounding statement that
he is not a prophet, but the Messiah. Yet, not
quite with the characteristics that the disciples
expected of the Messiah. A number of modern
translations make Jesus’ rebuke to Peter,
“Get thou behind me, Satan” something like,
“Get out of my sight.” While this may be
graphic, it misses the point that Jesus is calling
Peter to stand solidly behind him as a disciple.
So this Sunday is a call to us to be firm in
following the road to Jerusalem – whatever
it costs!

From the Methodist Conference Digest…

https://iaphs.org/takes-village-bridges-barriers

Sunday 26 September MARK 9: 38-50
It must have been difficult for the disciples not
to reach above themselves, and for them to
think that their closeness to Jesus day by day
made them very superior people. Over the
years within the church there has often been
the tendency to think that we are right, and
everyone else somehow are second-class
citizens.
If God is gracious, why can’t we be gracious
too? So perhaps today is a good day to try to
look at some of our prejudices, and to decide
what we might do about them. Prejudices
create misunderstanding, and
misunderstandings build barriers; so what
about trying to build a few bridges instead.

The Conference reaffirmed the Our Calling vision statement, which was launched 21 years ago, and
adopted it as the primary strategic driver for the Church’s work. The Conference adopted resolutions
that raise the minimum size of a local church to 12 members from six with churches being asked to
examine creative ways of working with other local churches so they are not over-burdened with matters
of trusteeship; and directed that work continues towards the creation of a Connexional Council as the
connexional trustee body, and to replace the Methodist Council and Strategy and Resources
Committee.
Work to review the constitution of the Conference and its ways of working will carry on in the coming
year with a report coming before the 2022 Conference. A Task Group for Regional and District Structure
Planning will be set up with the aim of reconfiguring the district structure more appropriately.

Marriage and Relationships
A report on marriage and relationships, ‘God in Love Unites Us’, was received by the Conference in
2019 and the District Synods were asked to consider the provisional resolutions and report back to the
2021 Conference. The Conference received a report on the results of the Synod votes (which showed
that 29 out of the 30 Synods confirmed support for the provisional resolutions) and on the range of
views expressed in the Synods and by ecumenical and overseas partners. The Conference confirmed
provisional resolutions on the principles or qualities of good relating, understanding of cohabitation and
same sex marriages conducted on Methodist premises or by Methodist office-holders.

All We Can
In the All We Can report to the Conference, the Methodist Relief and Development charity detailed its
work. Since September 2019 All We Can has had a transformational and measurable impact upon the
lives of 2,139, 475 people and has partnered 22 local organisations in six countries. Due to the
overwhelming impact of COVID-19 on All We Can’s local partners, a significant portion of the charity’s
workload was spent responding to this ongoing emergency situation. All We Can’s long term
development partners and other local organisations were supported to pivot their programmes to assist
communities in coping with the impact of COVID-19.

3Generate
3Generate, the annual Children and Youth Assembly of the Methodist Church took a different form in
2020 and became 3Generate365, a year-round process of engagement with children and young people
in their local setting to enable them to listen to God, discern what God is saying, deepen their faith and
be confident in being evangelists sharing their faith with others. The Conference reaffirmed the
importance of hearing the voices of children and young people in discerning future direction, and
directed that there is such consultation when revising strategic policies.
The Bridge bulletin will remain monthly for the coming year.
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