
Dear Friends,

It has been good to see many of you again in worship and at meetings.
Someone said I look taller in real life, and that we all look different in
3D rather than on a 2D screen! Churches are still taking steps to
minimise the risk of Covid transmission, with sanitising and face
coverings still being important. I know that aspects of this are not what
some people want or think necessary but we need to continue to be
sensitive to those who are less confident than others or who have
underlying health conditions which makes them vulnerable to the
effects of the virus. Being double vaccinated doesn’t stop you catching
Covid, although it hopefully means you won’t suffer too much, but it
does mean you can be a carrier without symptoms and thus could pass
it to someone else. We will relax the guidelines as soon as possible
but not yet. I reflected at worship last week that, as we wrestled to
open the communion capsules, Jesus suffered far more than us for the
sake of his disciples. Our current trials are but a small inconvenience
and worth it to save another person from suffering.

We have now submitted two profiles for new presbyters for September
2022. A full-time appointment and a joint appointment with the York
Circuit which would be 40% in the west of Ryedale. We ask your
prayers on the stationing process which will now take place: for Rev
Leslie our Chair of District and the stationing matching group, and that
someone will be moved by the Holy Spirit to come to this Circuit. We
are grateful to Deacon Fiona and Revd Tony whose retirement home is
now available and with thanks for their ministry we wish them well as
they move from here in mid-October.

I hope you find inspiration and encouragement in this month’s Bulletin.
We are not now sending any out by post so please make sure
everyone gets a copy, especially those who are not in worship at
present.

God bless

Dial-a-Prayer

FREEPHONE
numbers for
prayers,
reflections and news
from the Methodist
Church

Listen to a prayer:

0808 281 2514

Listen to a pastoral
message from the
President and Vice
President: 0808 281 2695

Listen to our Podcast:
0808 281 2478

Prayer updated every
Thursday,
Presidential message
updated every Monday,
Methodist Podcast updated
fortnightly on Thursday.

Eternal Light,
shine in our hearts.
Eternal goodness,
deliver us from evil.
Eternal Power,
be our support.
Eternal wisdom,
scatter the darkness
of our ignorance.
Eternal Pity,
have mercy on us;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen
Alcuin (c735 - 804)
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3 October MARK 10: 2-16
The Pharisees are trying (again) to catch Jesus out. This time they ask
about divorce, but they end up scoring an own goal. They asked if it is
right for a man to divorce his wife ( - the Law of Moses allowed this).
Jesus goes back to the beginnings in creation, and reminds the
Pharisees that God made man and woman, so woman is a person, not
a thing that can be disposed of as inconvenient by her husband.

The creation message is that man and woman are equal before God.
And vv 13-16 suggest that children are pretty precious and have rights
too.

10 October MARK 10: 17-31
Perhaps you have had that day-dream when you think how marvellous
it must have been to be one of the disciples of Jesus, sharing his
company and ministry day after day. Well, spare a thought for the rich
young man who had lived a blameless life, and Jesus invited him to
come with him.

And the young man was sad, and he turned down the opportunity,
because the change was too much, and the price was too high.

Life isn’t always easy. Sometimes God asks us to do very difficult and
demanding things. (And somehow telling Him, “I always go to church
on Sundays!” just isn’t enough.)

Lectionary Reflections October
Revd Brian Shackleton

17 October MARK 10: 35-45
Today’s Gospel reading tells of the incredible insensitivity of the
brothers James and John. Jesus has previously explained that they are
on their way to Jerusalem, and that he faces death at the hands of the
authorities. The brothers ask Jesus for the principal positions in his
kingdom – their self-interest shows that they haven’t a clue about
Kingdom values. The rest of the disciples are angry, not because of the
insensitivity of James and John, but because the brothers had got in
first with their request.

But don’t be too hard on the disciples, unless, that is, that you are quite
sure that you always put the best interests of others first, and your own
advancement last.

24 October MARK 10: 46-52
This reading is just seven verses, but we may find it helpful to realise
that the next eleven verses in Mark’s Gospel are the Entry into
Jerusalem. This account is set in Jericho, and is the story of the blind
beggar Bartimaeus. But he isn’t begging for money – he is asking for
recognition, and then for healing. He is sitting by the roadside,
bypassed by most people, but acknowledged by Jesus, and made
whole. His welcoming of Jesus anticipates the welcome of Palm
Sunday: and the ending of his blindness is in contrast to the blindness
of those who reject and crucify Jesus in Jerusalem. And if we are the
followers of Jesus we can’t ignore those who are marginalised in our
world today.
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It started with a tiny seed of an idea. Some churches
were providing meals in the Summer holidays for
families on Free School Meals, lunch clubs with
activities. I knew our church didn’t have enough
volunteers for that, but I could do once a week, spuds
and puds, so I did. It didn’t work very well, but we
created a good atmosphere for those who came. Not
a very big harvest, we didn’t reach those who needed

it most and it would have died there if it hadn’t been for an approach by a lady from the Quakers.

She wanted to know more and find a way to make it work and we decided to give vouchers to
families with a child on Free School Meals. We had less than 2 months to raise at least £850 from
Churches Together in the Pickering area, but we raised more than twice that. We gave £20 of Co-op
vouchers to the children in the Pickering Primary Schools. God had blessed the harvest.

The next step was to approach the Foodbank about their scheme in Malton, where they delivered
packed lunches to families in the area. From them I got the letters they sent to schools and the
application forms families on Free School Meals can reply with. That targeted the right people better
and I already had contact with the schools. We agreed that in Easter and Christmas holidays, the
Foodbank would deliver a weekly parcel of lunch foods and I would contact the schools and raise
the money from the churches.

This worked well until the pandemic. I knew there would be need and I had the funds to help, but I
had no idea how to organise food parcels and who would deliver them. I approached two District
Counsellors for help, because I knew them through the volunteer network. Between us we arranged
a Facebook page, a Just Giving page to raise funds and 2 very generous food parcels in the
Christmas holidays to 45 families in and around Pickering, feeding 90 children whilst only spending
around £400. This was with the support of local businesses and charities who donated lots of things
free.

Since then, we have fed children in the Easter holidays and during the lockdowns in term time, 3 or
4 families asked for extra help. This Summer, we devised a voucher scheme with 4 businesses in
Pickering and families could spend £5 per week in a Butchers, Fruit and Veg shop, bakery/café or
Fish and chip shop. This gave freedom of choice to our families and made the job of providing for
them much easier. We fed 20 families and over 40 children for just over £700.

I feel that, although I have tended this field, God has blessed the work and made this scheme grow
from a small project that struggled to reach people in need, to a thriving enterprise where people
trust us to help and approach us freely. I expect that there will be much more need in the months to
come, but I trust God to continue to provide generously all that is needed for the work to be done.
Karen Pattison

31 October MARK 12: 28-34
A number of incidents in the Jesus narrative are recorded in more than one
Gospel – and today’s passage can be found in both Matthew and Luke. But
here in Mark there is an important addition, as Jesus prefaces the
commandments with “People of Israel, you have only one Lord and God” –
a quotation from Deuteronomy 6 v 4. And it is the One God that binds the
two “loves” of the commandments together. If we love God we must also
love ourselves because God loves us. And that in turn means valuing our
neighbour as much as we are valued. All relationships are very precious.

After just over four years here, it is with very
mixed feelings that Tony and I prepare to leave
Ryedale Circuit, in order to ‘sit down’ (retire)
and move to our own home in Kettering. Our
move was delayed because of our tenant’s
reluctance to leave, but he has now moved
on and all is well. MHA has handed over the
management of Mickle Hill to a secular
company (Rangeford Villages) from 1 October,
and I will finish my ministry there the day
before. Tony and I will continue working in the
circuit until 18 October, the week of our move.

Whilst here, there have been challenges (not
least Covid), but it has been a mainly happy
time for us, as we have had good colleagues
and two super Superintendents! We’ve
enjoyed getting to know people and revelling
in the beauty of God’s own county, especially
the wildness of the Moors, the heather and the
sheep, and we’re taking a Yorkshire cat with
us as we move: Tallulah from Helmsley! One
of the joys of the Christian faith is that
wherever we go, we can feel ‘at home’
amongst our Christian brothers and sisters.
Thank you all for your warmth, generosity and
prayers. We hope to be back for a holiday next
year! May God bless you as you continue to
worship and serve in His name.

Peace and love,
Deacon Fiona and Revd Tony

Farewell
Deacon Fiona,
Revd Tony and Tallulah
Happy Retirement!

Ruth and I moved to Pickering in July. I am a
brand-new supernumerary minister and still
working out what that means. Before coming
back to Yorkshire, we were in the Isle of Man
where I served as District Chair from 2012.
Since 1985, when we moved to Wesley
College Bristol, we have been stationed in
Kirton in Lindsey (Lincolnshire) for ten years,
Ambleside (Cumbria) for eight and a half
years, Penrith (Cumbria) for six and a half
years and then the Isle of Man. We have two
sons who are both married and live in the
U.S.A. and five grandchildren
Why Pickering? Our short answer is, it’s in
Yorkshire. Ruth is a Londoner but I grew up in
Sheffield and have two brothers within striking
distance of here. Having been islanders for
nine years we wanted to be close to the sea.
We looked at a number of places and felt God
nudging us in this direction. After ten weeks
living here we are convinced we are in the right
place. Ruth is already working as a volunteer
at Beck Isle. I have my volunteer induction at
the NYMR soon.

We are both excited to see what God has for
us to do in the life of the Kingdom here and
look forward to getting to know the circuit
family.

Welcome! Supernumerary
Revd Richard and Ruth Hall

ryedalemethodists@gmail.com
https://www.ryedalemethodist.org.uk/events.html
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