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Hello Friends,
It would seem it is my turn again, as one of the Circuit Stewards, to write a piece for The Bridge magazine.
One is never quite sure what to say. It is not necessarily my place to offer spiritual advice as we have others
who can do that but regrettably they are few on the ground at the moment. Rev Peter continues to lead us in
changing times and with a heavy work load is the only full time minister we currently have. We are thankful for
others who are supporting him. We have welcomed the retired Rev Richard Hall and his wife Ruth into
Pickering where they are becoming very much involved.
I think it is important for everyone to understand where we are as a Circuit. Rev Ken left in August and Deacon
Fiona and Rev Tony have very recently moved to their retirement home. Both of the properties will now be let
out to tenants for 6 months before we welcome a new minister into the circuit next Aug/Sept. We have also
requested to the Stationing panel that we might take a 40% share of another minister’s time with the York
Circuit and Easingwold. This is a creative approach but far from certain it will actually be able to happen as
generally the Methodist Church is short of Presbyters which is a trend that has been taking place now for
many years. The Stationing process is starting in early November and it is hoped we would have news to
share before the end of the year. Please be prayerful about this process.
The circuit continues to hope that some new people will feel a calling to become a Circuit Steward who take a
vital role in the leadership and practical support of the circuit. Especially we need someone who is interested in
property issues which are so important. It can be challenging but also exciting as we see changes taking
place. These are roles which are so essential to the support of both our ministers and the wider circuit.
I for one am grateful for my Christian upbringing in both a Christian family and the Methodist Church. In recent
years while I was a Lay worker at Thornton le Dale I learnt about The Methodist Quadrilateral. The guidance it
gives offers an excellent model for us all to hold to. It is a fourfold approach to learn about our Christian faith
and apply it to contemporary issues and to our Christian practice:
Scripture - We seek to discover the word of God through reading the Bible. There are different
understandings among Methodists about the Bible's authority in our lives. We need to use resources like
different Bible translations, commentaries and Bible reading notes.
Tradition - This is the wisdom and creativity of Christians over time and across the world. It includes
inspirational material like hymns, songs, prayers, poetry, Christian art and devotional books. There are also
formally agreed teachings like the creeds.
Reason - We are called to love God with our minds as well as with our hearts. To the best of our ability we
need to think things through in the light of reason. This means becoming aware of different points of view, and
using our own critical thinking to make sense of God's world.
Experience - Methodism particularly stresses the importance of our own experience of God's grace working in
our lives. We gain wisdom and maturity from life experience, especially when we pray and reflect about our
story with other Christians.
I expect Jesus, whose example we are following, also was influenced by some form of Quadrilateral.
Perhaps the following!
The Old Testament Scriptures he was taught
His upbringing in a Jewish family
A sense of purpose for his own life as he
listened to his Father's guidance
An informed view of the society he was living in.
His gospel was based on Love and Forgiveness
with a Compassion offered to all. As far as
I know he never turned anyone away or rejected
them. What an example for us to follow!
In the name of Christ,
Robert Rayner

LECTIONARY REFLECTIONS from Ann Corner

November 7 Psalm 46
A Psalm for Uncertain Times
Probably written by the sons of Korah, Psalm 46 is thought to be
a hymn of praise celebrating deliverance from some great enemy
which had invaded their land. Though living in uncertain times the
writers of the Psalm remind the people that their God is always there
to help, provide refuge, security and peace. His power is great and
He will rescue all those who love and serve Him.
We too are living in uncertain times, the future unknown.
Will Corona virus return, creating more deaths, problems and
unimagined ‘knock-on’ effects? Will wars and climate change
bring more devastation than we ever thought possible?
Psalm 46 brings comfort, hope and assurance at such times,
for it reminds us of 3 great certainties:
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble. v1.
The Lord Almighty is with us. v 7a
The God of Jacob is our fortress. (place of safety) v7b
God is indeed the refuge of all who love and trust Him, He is always with us whether we are conscious of his
presence or not and He is our eternal security, our eternal home. In the midst of our uncertainties how we
need to ‘Be still’ and remember these everlasting truths.

November 14 Psalm 95
Worship and Warning
Charles H. Spurgeon once said that this Psalm reminded him of the
ringing of church bells. It begins with a joyful peal but then changes to
a funeral toll. The Psalm falls naturally into two parts – invitations to
worship and warnings for those who fail to do so. It is a Psalm full of
pictures. The first picture is that of the Children of Israel singing for
joy as the rock pours forth water and their parched thirst is quenched.
Our voices should likewise ring out in joyful praise to God, for He is
our Rock of Salvation, our fount of living water.
Verse 2 reminds us that God wants us to come into His presence with
thanksgiving and what a lot we have to thank Him for. Verses 4 and 5
bring another picture into our focus - God’s wonderful creation; the
mountains and valleys the sky and the sea. How can we help but
praise Him when we gaze on such wonders?
I love the picture of God our Shepherd in verses 6 and 7, but then comes a different picture, a nation who,
deaf to the Shepherd’s voice go their own way. Verse 11 contains a solemn warning to those people who
disobey God’s word, doing what seems right in their own eyes. They will be denied entry into God’s rest. A
solemn and abrupt ending to the Psalm but one which ought to cause us to question our own obedience or
disobedience to God’s word!

God’s table: an Invitation for All Christmas CD
The Methodist Church is encouraging congregations to reach out simply to their
communities with the angel’s message – to near neighbours and to people living on
the margins.
Following the phenomenal success of the 2020 Christmas CD, we have another
FREE CD of seasonal music and conversation for you to share, all copyright
cleared (P&P charges apply).Available to pre order from
www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/features/christmas-2021
Publication date is 5th November. The CDs will be dispatched after 8th November.
Great joy for all the people: Christmas postcards and posters also available.

November 21 Psalm 72 Three Kings
Although Bible scholars differ concerning who actually wrote Psalm 72 as well
as who it is about, verse one seems to indicate David is asking for the
relationship he had with God to be continued in his son Solomon.
Verses 1 - 7 are a prayer that his son’s reign will be one of Godly judgement and
righteousness and for most of his rule, Solomon was known for his great
wisdom, so David’s prayer was answered. Verses 8 - 14 speak of the vastness
of his kingdom (“from sea to sea and from the River Euphrates to the ends of
the earth”) together with a prayer that because of his righteous leadership there
will be peace in the land. Another prayer that was fulfilled. David also prayed
that his son’s rule would be one of prosperity and would be marvelled at among
nations (v 15 - 17). Solomon’s wealth was enormous and people, including the
Queen of Sheba, travelled from faraway lands to see for themselves how God
had blessed King Solomon and his people. Yet another of David’s prayers
answered.
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But Psalm 72 points to a third King, a future ruler, one greater than Solomon - JESUS. So David’s words are
more than a prayer for his son, they are prophetic of a king whose kingdom will know no end (v 5 and 17); a
King whose reign will be just (v 1 - 4) universal (v5 -11) compassionate (v12 - 14) and prosperous (v 15 -17).
A glorious reign yet to come. David’s final words form a wonderful doxology of praise and glory to God
(v 18 - 19) Amen and Amen!

November 28 Psalm 25 Trials and Trust
A verse I have often found helpful is 1 Peter 5 v 7 “Let the Lord have all your
worries and cares for He is always thinking about you and watches everything
that concerns you”. Reading through Psalm 25, I cannot begin to imagine the
desperate situation David must have been in as he cried out to God ‘Save me’
v2, ‘Teach me’ v4, ‘Forgive me’ v11, ‘Relieve me of my worries’ v17 and ‘Keep
me’ v20. We don’t know the exact period of his life this Psalm refers to, for
David was frequently beset by troubles but in the midst of them he cried out to
God, at the same time declaring his complete trust in Him. Whilst much of the
Psalm is a cry for help in his own troubles, he doesn’t forget others in need.
‘O God, please save Israel from all her troubles’. It is very easy to become so
focused on our own problems and difficulties that we forget other people and
their troubles.
David has been described as ‘a man after God’s own heart’ nevertheless he
had a life of difficulties few of us are likely to experience. His path was a hard
one so we shouldn’t be surprised when troubles come into our lives. Whatever trials we encounter we can seek
the Lord for His wisdom and help, but we must not forget James says (chap.1 v 6) “When you ask for
something you must have faith and not doubt.’ May our trials lead us to trust God more and more.

COP26 The 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties
is to be hosted by the UK in Glasgow! That means the Strathclyde Circuit is to be
involved – surely this is at the heart of our calling as Methodists in Scotland. The
stirring to action began with the circuit staff; the circuit leadership team picked it up; the
circuit meeting was up for it. Laurent “volunteered” to be the main person in making the
possible possible.
Woodlands Methodist Church in Glasgow’s west end was identified as the “hub”
location, from which the spirit of Methodism would spread hospitable wings. There was
so much uncertainty around – with the restrictions of the pandemic, the postponement,
the rumours. We have been involved with the Glasgow Churches Together team, the
Climate Justice for All team, All We Can, JPIT, local artists and the wider Scotland
District of the Methodist Church.
Then people from round the circuit began offering to be stewards at Woodlands, to be the face of Methodism
here in Scotland, to reach out generous hands of welcome to those travelling to this special city for these two
weeks, in which so much hope for the future of the human race’s life on this planet rests. There is still
uncertainty about who will come to Glasgow and find us at Woodlands and about how we will move around the
city during the fortnight, but we are preparing to share our passion for justice and radical discipleship. A circuit
“Green Team” has grown during our preparations, and we sense that we are being cheered on by the Methodist
people in Scotland. The circuit’s strapline is: “Inclusive; Transformational; Involved”. COP26 is offering an
opportunity for the world to seize the day and be involved in initiating something transformational for all people.
My feeling is that the Methodist Circuit here in Strathclyde is up for being part of that!
Revd Andrew Baker Superintendent Minister Strathclyde Methodist Circuit
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/environment-and-climate-change/the-methodist-hub-at-cop26/
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A prayer of Sir Francis Drake
Have you had to put off special occasions because of Covid?
People have missed attending weddings and funerals, forgone
anniversary meals with the family, just not felt able to visit friends or
go on holidays. In the Circuit we have not been able to hold some
meetings that we were planning back in early 2020. In November
the church treasurers will come together for the first time in two
years to discuss the financial state of the church. We are grateful
to those who have continued contributing and the expected deficits
have not been as bad as we expected – thank you! The Circuit
Leadership team also wanted to meet with church stewards and
think about staffing and stationing (the appointment of ministers),
which became even more important once we knew Rev Ken was to
leave. As Robert’s letter says we are working through the invitation
to a new minister (or two hopefully) in the first week of November.
Therefore, we are holding a special meeting to which two people
from every congregation are invited, perhaps from the church
stewards, to think about the future of our churches, especially in the
aftershock of Covid. The Circuit wants to support local churches with
resources, people and ideas as you move on. We want to take time
this year to plan for the future and be ready to go forward when the
new minister(s) arrive.
We have invited everyone to consider these five questions:
What have we lost in the lockdown that should remain lost?
What has been lost that we must regain?
What has been gained that must be retained or developed?
What was OK for this current season but must be laid down?
What new things should we be considering as we move
forward?
If you have any thoughts to contribute to the discussion, please let
your church stewards or Rev Peter know. We will be meeting on
Tuesday 16 November at 19:30 at Pickering MC.

Disturb us, Lord, when
We are too pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed
too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when
With the abundance of
things we possess
We have lost our thirst
For the waters of life;
Having fallen in love with life,
We have ceased to dream of eternity
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision
Of the new Heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wilder seas
Where storms will show Your mastery;
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
We ask you to push back
The horizons of our hopes;
And to push back the future
In strength, courage, hope, and love.
This we ask in the name of
our Captain,
Who is Jesus Christ.

Faith and Friendship Group
We have all missed the opportunities
to meet together in friendship and
fellowship over these last many months
https:/www.freepik.com/vectors/people
and now that we are able to meet more
freely together, Chris Sheasby and Janice Clark would like to offer
you a new opportunity to spend quality fellowship time together.
This will be a fortnightly daytime fellowship meeting, open to anyone
though based in Norton. We invite you to attend an informal
gathering on Tuesday, 16 November, at 10.00 for 10.30 at Trinity
Methodist Church, Norton, to discuss it. We want to hear what you
would like from such a meeting: something like the traditional
women's meeting (though open to all)? Something like the Wesley
Guild, with its pattern of looking at different aspects of our Christian
lives? Or something more informal based on the idea of Coffee and
Chat? Or more devotional, like a house group? We want to share
some of these ideas with you over coffee/tea and biscuits at this first
meeting. We are hoping that the Group will provide an opportunity to
explore how we can support each other in our discipleship and meet
on a regular basis. (See poster for further details)
Janice and Chris
P.S. We are not intending to run the meeting fortnightly until the New
Year, but we do hope to have a Christmas get together on Tuesday,
14th December.

THANK YOU…
Linda Stannard sends her thanks to
everyone “for the lovely flowers and
cheque I received from the circuit on
Sunday (3.10.21) I was so sorry that due
to ill health I wasn't able to attend and
thanks also for cards I've received.
I have been blessed. Love Linda x”

ryedalemethodists@gmail.com
https://www.ryedalemethodist.org.uk/events.html
For further information and service material for Sundays
☎ Dial-a-Prayer phoneline: 0808 281 2514
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