Advent 2021
DEAR FRIENDS
By the time you read this you will probably have started thinking about
Christmas - planning early is what we aspire to! After last year’s strange
Christmas, perhaps you are hoping this coming Christmas will be more
‘normal’, whatever that means to you. Many of us have familiar patterns of
activity and get togethers at Christmas that we repeat every year; we find
comfort and joy in this familiarity.
But what about the Christmas story itself? Perhaps we are over familiar with
that? Most of us will have known this story since we were tiny, too small to
question it in any way. If we came upon this story for the first time as adults,
how would we react?
Surely, we would be struck by what an outlandish story this is. What could
God have been thinking of to come up with this as a plan! If the world needed
saving, surely there were easier, safer ways. We can imagine God telling
Gabriel about his plans and Gabriel saying, “You’re going to do WHAT!!!”
Why would God come himself, rather than sending someone else?
Why would he come as a vulnerable baby?
Why would he come to a poor family of nobodies in an obscure corner of the
Roman empire?
Why didn’t he come as a King, somebody important who’d get listened to?
Why didn’t he put protections in place? Jesus came very close to being killed
as a tiny child.
The answer to all these questions is: because God is God. The Christmas
story reflects the nature of God himself. You may, or may not, believe all the
details of the story are literally true, but the story is so important because it
shows us what God is like:
God will go to any lengths for our sakes.
God places no value on wealth, status, or power.
God is prepared to be vulnerable because to love is to be vulnerable.
God will risk everything for us.
God is worth worshipping!
The well-known Iona song reminds us that God deals in the unexpected:
Who would think that what was needed
to transform and save the earth
might not be a plan or army,
proud in purpose, proved in worth?
Who would think, despite derision,
that a child should lead the way?
God surprises earth with heaven,
coming here on Christmas day.
Singing the Faith 222
May God bless you this Christmastide, Penny Revd P Worth

Light looked down and beheld Darkness. ‘Thither will I go’, said Light.
Peace looked down and beheld War. ‘Thither will I go’, said Peace.
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. ‘Thither will I go’, said Love.
So came Light and shone. So came Peace and gave rest.
So came Love and brought Life.
And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. (Laurence Housman 1865 -1959)

Ryedale Methodists
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The Advent Reflections below from Revd Peter could be used in church…
…but why don't you read one each week and light a candle at home?

ADVENT 1

ADVENT 2

SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

SUNDAY 5TH DECEMBER

All good letters begin with a greeting, and the
gospel of Luke is written like a letter, telling us of
everything that happened to Jesus and what it
means for us. So it begins with a greeting,
addressed to all who will receive it: “Dear
Theophilus”, which means To the Friend or
Lover of God:

Good news is always welcome, especially in times
of trouble and difficulty. The prophets often brought
good news, as well as warnings, to the people of
Israel; reminding them to follow God who had
promised to look after them. No other nations would
rule over them, only God is their King.

Luke 1:1 - 4

Isaiah 52 v1 - 7

Dear Theophilus: Many people have done their best
to write a report of the things that have taken place
among us.
They wrote what we have been told by those who
saw these things from the beginning and who
proclaimed the message.
And so, your Excellency, because I have carefully
studied all these matters from their beginning, I
thought it would be good to write an orderly account
for you. I do this so that you will know the full truth
about everything which you have been taught.
We don’t think there was one man called
Theophilus, but is addressed to all who might read
or hear the gospel, so this greeting is addressed to
your, Dear Theophilus, friend of God, this is the
story of Jesus, written for you…
We light this candle as a sign that we have heard
about Jesus and in Advent prepare ourselves to
remember again the story of his birth

Jerusalem, be strong and great again! Holy city of
God, clothe yourself with splendour! The heathen
will never enter your gates again. Shake yourself
free, Jerusalem! Rise from the dust and sit on your
throne! Undo the chains that bind you, captive
people of Zion! The Sovereign Lord says to his
people, "When you became slaves, no money was
paid for you; in the same way nothing will be paid to
set you free.
In time to come you will acknowledge that I am God
and that I have spoken to you."
How wonderful it is to see a messenger coming
across the mountains, bringing good news, the
news of peace! He announces victory and says to
Zion, "Your God is king!"
We light these candles to remind ourselves of the
good news that Christ the King sits on the throne of
heaven and rules over all the world.

Light one candle
Let us pray:
Thank you for the gospel writers who have told
us the stories of Jesus.
May we be ready to greet everyone we meet in
the name of Jesus and
willing to share this important message
with others. Amen

Light two candles
Let us pray:
Thank you for the promise of salvation, given
to Israel by the prophets and offered to us
through Jesus Christ. May we hear and share
the good news that our God is King of all the
world. Amen

Candle Song: Singing the Faith no. 165
Tune: Angel Voices
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Advent candles tell their story
as we watch and pray;
longing for the day of glory,
'Come, Lord, soon,' we say.
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness
changed for gladness on that day.

Candle Song: Singing the Faith no. 165
Tune: Angel Voices
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Prophet voices loudly crying,
making pathways clear,
glimpsing glory, self-denying,
calling all to hear.
Through their message-challenged, shakenhearts awaken: God is near!

ADVENT 3

ADVENT 4

SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER,

SUNDAY 19TH DECEMBER
Last week we heard how Gabriel greeted Zechariah
before the birth of John the Baptist. This week the
angel is making another visit and again has a
greeting for an unprepared person.

Sometimes we get a letter, a phone call, text or email, or even a visitor, and we wonder what is going
to be said to us. We might be filled with expectation
or perhaps a bit worried about the news someone
wants to give us. The greeting, the first words can
either alarm or re-assure us about what is to come.
Listen to this story about Zechariah being visited by
the angel Gabriel.

Luke 1:5 - 14
During the time when Herod was king of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah. His wife's
name was Elizabeth. hey both lived good lives in
God's sight and obeyed fully all the Lord's laws and
commands. They had no children because Elizabeth
could not have any, and she and Zechariah were
both very old. One day Zechariah was doing his
work as a priest in the Temple, taking his turn in the
daily service. So he went into the Temple of the Lord,
while the crowd of people outside prayed during the
hour when the incense was burnt. An angel of the
Lord appeared to him, standing on the right of the
altar where the incense was burnt. When Zechariah
saw him, he was alarmed and felt afraid. But the
angel said to him, "Don't be afraid, Zechariah! God
has heard your prayer, and your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son. You are to name him John. How
glad and happy you will be, and how happy many
others will be when he is born!”
We light these candles to give thanks for the
coming of John the Baptist
Light three candles
Let us pray:
Thank you, God, that you sent the angel Gabriel
to Zechariah with such astonishing news and
that John the Baptist was born to prepare the
way for Jesus. May we be ready to listen and
respond to your call upon us. Amen
Candle Song: Singing the Faith no. 165
Tune: Angel Voices
3 John the Baptist, by his preaching
and by water poured,
brought to those who heard his teaching
news of hope restored:
'Keep your vision strong and steady,
and be ready for the Lord.'

Luke 1:28 + 46 - 55
The angel came to her and said, "Peace be with
you! The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed
you!"
Mary said, "My heart praises the Lord; my soul is
glad because of God my Saviour, for he has
remembered me, his lowly servant! From now on all
people will call me happy, because of the great
things the Mighty God has done for me. His name is
holy; from one generation to another he shows
mercy to those who honour him. He has stretched
out his mighty arm and scattered the proud with all
their plans. He has brought down mighty kings from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly. He has filled
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away
with empty hands. He has kept the promise he
made to our ancestors, and has come to the help of
his servant Israel. He has remembered to show
mercy to Abraham and to all his descendants for
ever!"
We light these candles to give thanks for Mary,
the mother of Jesus. She was blessed by the
angel and, in response, offered her worship and
herself to show her faith in God.
Light four candles
Let us pray:
We give thanks for Mary, who was re-assured by
the angel’s greeting of Peace and found the
strength and courage to do as she was asked.
May we serve you, God, in whatever way and
whatever actions you call us today. Amen
Candle Song: Singing the Faith no. 165
Tune: Angel Voices
4 Mary's gift, beyond all telling,
was to give Christ room.
She gave God a human dwelling
in a mother's womb.
Who could guess the final story?
cross and glory; empty tomb!

CHRISTMAS DAY

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

25TH DECEMBER
The day for Christmas greetings has
arrived, let us remind ourselves of the story:

Luke 2:1 - 7

CHRISTMAS EVE

At that time the Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken
throughout the Roman Empire. When this first census took place,
Quirinius was the governor of Syria.
Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own town.
Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of
Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of King David. Joseph went there
because he was a descendant of David. He went to register with Mary,
who was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant, and while
they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby
She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid
him in a manger - there was no room for them to stay in the inn.

15:00 EBBERSTON
Christingle in barn at top
of Back Lane, Revd Peter

We light these candles to give thanks for Jesus
Light four candles, and then the white
Let us pray.
“Peace on earth, goodwill to all” was the song of the angels and
today is our message for the world. Thank you, God, for the great
gift of Jesus and the message of hope and love he brought. May
we be brave enough to share this good news with our neighbours.
Amen

23:15 PICKERING Revd Peter
Holy Communion

Candle Song: Singing the Faith no. 165 Tune: Angel Voices
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Advent candles tell their story
on this Christmas Day.
Those who waited for God's glory:
they prepared the way.
Christ is with us; loving, giving,
in us living, here today!

We look forward to welcoming
Revd Graham Ransom who will be
joining our circuit in September 2022.
He is currently living in Ulverston.
Dear Friends;
I have been asked to write a little bit
about myself, so here goes: I am a
Geordie by birth, coming from
Newcastle Upon Tyne, although I have
moved around the north quite a bit. I am
married to Gillian, and we have three
grown up daughters and two Granddaughters; the eldest of them being
not quite eight years, the youngest,
as I write, being not even eight days!
As a family, we enjoy fell walking. Living in Cumbria, we have had
plenty of opportunity for this. I also am an amateur magician, and
am currently president of the North Western Society of Magicians.
I also enjoy telling stories, and use these in worship and in school
assemblies. I am looking forward to meeting with you all and
seeking God's will as we move forward together.
Blessings, Graham

15:00 LEAVENING
Crib Service
18:00 KIRKDALE ST HILDA’S
Blessing of crib and Christingle
23:00 ALLERSTON at PC

CHRISTMAS DAY
9:30 ST HILDA’S
Revd S Binks
10:00 KIRKBYMOORSIDE
10:00 MALTON Revd Peter
10:30 EBBERSTON
10:30 PICKERING Karen P.

26 DECEMBER
10:00 HELMSLEY Kate G
10:30 PICKERING Revd Peter
10:30 RIEVAULX
10:45 NORTON BETHEL
Christmas Praise

PROPERTY MATTERS!
Psalm 127 v 1 “If God does not build the house,
the work of the builders is useless.”

PICKERING METHODIST CHURCH

On Sunday 3rd October Potter Hill, Pickering celebrated the
complete re-opening of their church and community centre.
As previously reported, the hall, kitchen and ancillary rooms,
along with new toilets, had been ready in late 2019, and despite
Covid have been used by both the congregation and community
groups on and off since then. The sanctuary, however, was still
being worked on after the partial collapse of the arch above the
organ. Thankfully, Methodist Insurance agreed the work was
covered by them and so the repairs were made to the walls,
including new plasterwork. The ceiling was also repaired and
painted, a new carpet laid, the pews revived and cushions
purchased from a Government Heritage Recovery grant. New
IT has been installed with a new screen and cameras to help
with live-streaming services. A wonderful Circuit service was
held at which the immediate past-President of Conference,
Revd Richard Teal, preached and the Chair of District, Revd
Leslie Newton offered prayers. Local Preachers who had
reached significant milestones were acknowledged. Followed
of course by a sumptuous tea (also paid for by the Government!).
Some of our churches have been very busy with building repairs
and renewals.
Slingsby held a smaller but equally important service on Sunday
21st November to rededicate that building after the renewal of
the roof and repointing the main gable-end wall. Technology
has been enhanced with a new internet connection and laptop.
Finally, a new boiler was installed so both the chapel and
schoolroom are warm and welcoming. Grant aiders, the
Yorkshire Historic Churches Trust, were represented in the
congregation and rescued us with a replacement projector when
the bulb blew! With an initial grant of £10,000 from the Circuit,
further grants were obtained from Methodism, YHCT and NCT,
and English Heritage (who put the listed building on the “At Risk”
register).
With winter coming new boilers will be installed at Rievaulx and
Thornton le Dale. Ebberston is now online and hosts a Post
Office once a week. Bethel will be replacing the front windows.
The Circuit has engaged an architect who is advising Helmsley
after a poor Quinquennial report and a plan of work to renew
that building will be put in hand. At Malton much work was done
to the front of the building with Covid-recovery grants from the
Government and currently work above ceiling level to give better
access to the roof is nearly complete. Window frames on the
front and side are being repaired. The next stage of work, which
will see the ground floor redesigned with a new entrance, café
area and sanctuary floor, should begin early in the new year.
Churches can feel saddled with the responsibility for ageing
premises and the associated costs. The Circuit recognises this
and has pledged to offer support from its funds which have
come from the sale of closed properties. Our buildings are but
the place where we worship, witness to and serve God in the
community. Whatever money we spend must be justifiable as
an investment in the churches’ mission not just to keep a roof
over our heads. But our buildings must also be warm, well
decorated and welcoming to encourage others to come and
join us.

SLINGSBY METHODIST CHURCH

Ryedale Community Foodbank
There was a meeting on Thursday evening to begin plans to start a new, independent, Ryedale
Community Foodbank.
Rev Peter attended on behalf of the Circuit and Churches Together groups and assured the new team of
the churches' support. It will take sometime to establish a new charity and put everything into operation,
until then all donations are still to be taken to Ryedale House as the temporary warehouse does not have
regular opening hours yet. He suggests churches try and collect items (as listed below) and one person
delivers them when enough is gathered to go.
It is encouraging to see the support for the new Foodbank but clearly there is still a lot of work to do
before it is fully functional again.

The list of food items needed:
Coffee
Tea
Rice
Tinned vegetables
Tinned potatoes
Jars of pasta sauce
Jars of curry sauce
Long life milk

Tinned Rice Pudding
Tinned custard
Tinned fruit
Long life juice
Tinned meat in sauce
Jam
Toilet Rolls
Toiletries

and for Christmas please:
Chocolates
Christmas puddings
Christmas cakes
Boxes of biscuits
Selection boxes
Tinned ham
Tinned salmon

Thank you once again for all the help from the Churches.

Christmas Singalong at Thornton le Dale Methodist Church
with Thornton Ukes, John Woodmansey and Rev Peter Sheasby.

13 December 18:30 Thornton le Dale Ukuleles regularly present concerts, to both large and
small audiences. All concerts are in aid of charity and the group has raised over £55,000, since
it started in 2014. All Welcome. Free entry. Donations for chapel.

Faith and Fellowship Group
Trinity Methodist Church, Norton

World Day of Prayer
Informed Prayer Prayerful Action

Coffee Morning
9 December 10:00 for 10:30

11 December 2021

Christmas carols, readings, coffee and mince pies.

St Michael’s Church
Market Square Malton
10:00 - 12:00
Cakes, Crafts, Scarf Swap

Bring your favourite poem, reading,
music and story to share with each other.
Don’t forget to invite a friend.

ryedalemethodists@gmail.com
https://www.ryedalemethodist.org.uk/events.html
For further information and service material for Sundays
☎ Dial-a-Prayer phoneline: 0808 281 2514
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