January 2022

Ryedale Methodists

the bridge monthly bulletin

LECTIONARY REFLECTIONS from Mike Bursell
We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the billows roll;
fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love!
Priscilla J Owens

Another year beckons, perhaps one of doubt and
change and uncertainty.
It is a help to me to remember the words of the
hymn “We have an anchor”. We can rely on the
one unchangeable: The Love of God.
Often expressed in just one word or phrase,
a theme of these short notes.

Jan 2 John 1: 10-18, Psalm 147
Dear Friends,

Inviting God,

There is a Communion hymn by Horatius Bonar which says:
Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
That can often be the experience after Christmas; when the
presents and decorations go away, the food is eaten (or thrown
away), the old year ends, the new year starts and the good news
of a birth fades. But not the love, the loving gift of Jesus remains
for ever.

Help us to see that every person
has a place in your presence.

As we start 2022 we still live with the uncertainty of Covid, the
threat to health, the anxiety of going out and meeting people.
Despite our live-saving vaccinations we wonder if or even when
we will catch the virus. However, it was good that we could
continue to meet for worship over Christmas, and the stories in
this Bulletin remind us that God is good and is Emmanuel, God
with us.
A new year gives us an opportunity to reflect on the year past and
plan for the future. This new year will bring its challenges as we
continue to cope with fewer ministers as well as the pastoral
needs of people. We will have some news fairly soon about our
future staffing plans. We will also be sharing some mission
training through the District Mission Enabler, Rev David Perry.
Watch out for more information.
So I wish you a very Happy New Year,
God bless,
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky has gone,
When the Kings and the shepherds are home,
The work of Christmas begins.
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To release the prisoner
To rebuild the nations
To bring peace to all people
Poem by Howard Thurman, 1900 - 1981
(American author, philosopher, theologian, educator
and civil rights leader. He was a mentor of Martin Luther King.)

Forgive us when we try to limit
our friendships to people who
look like us, act like us,
believe like us.
Through your Holy and
transforming Spirit, move us from
exclusion to inclusion,
From formulators of fences to
builders of bridges,
From indifference
to all-emcompassing love.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our
Saviour. Amen.

Sonia Hicks, President,
British methodist Conference

Starting on 6th January, at 6.30pm!
A few weeks ago District Chair,
Leslie Newton, suggested we begin
a regular online District prayer gathering.
It was encouraging to receive much
positive feedback. So, from Thursday
6th January, we’ll be hosting a weekly
online time of prayer – focussing on
seeking God’s renewal for our lives,
church and world. We’ll begin at
6.30pm for about 45 minutes.
The full info is at https://
www.yorkshirenemethodist.org/newsevents/district-online-weekly-prayergathering/

From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to
the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
John 1: 16-18 (NRSV)

Verse 16 (John) “we have ALL received grace
upon grace”. One small word, but the whole world!
None are excluded we are promised hope,
consolation in the midst of sadness and pain. We
are in the arms of a loving God who gave us his
son.

Jan 9: Luke 3: 15-17, 21, 22. Psalm 29
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Luke 3: 22

Luke writes “A voice came from heaven”, the
psalm is full of the voice of God. As times and
circumstances change it seems to me we must not
be hidebound or dogmatic. We too must always be
listening for God’s voice. It is not always easy to
hear in life’s hubbub, but it is there for all forever.

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people may take refuge in the shadow
of your wings. They feast on the abundance
of your house, and you give them drink from
the river of your delights. For with you is the
fountain of life; in your light we see light.
Psalm 36: 7-9

Jan 16: John 2: 1-11. Psalm 36: 5-10

The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

Jan 23: Luke 4: 14-21, Psalm 19

Psalm 19
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release
to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
Luke 4: 18-19

Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress,
to save me, for you are my rock
and my fortress.
Psalm 71: 3

What a wonderful Psalm and the standout word for
me is steadfast (a drink from the river of delights.
An echo of the wedding feast.) May we in these
uncertain times, when many are fearful, drink from
that river and show it to others in our lives.
Fastened to a steadfast rock.

What a wonderful expression of belief in the
Psalm. Glory! “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”
in the Gospel.
The consequences are the same today. No matter
what our station in life this is our mission. Let noone be excluded in our life to care for others to
God’s glory.

Jan 30: Luke 4:21-30, Psalm 71:1-6
The psalm takes me back to the beginning of
these short notes “ Be to me a rock and fortress”.
Trust in God’s steadfastness when things go
wrong, or not as we hoped, is our hope and
promise.
Jesus had the ultimate trust in the midst of fear.
He trusted and “he went on his way” we read. May
our way be one of trust, and our lives a candle of
hope.

Christmas in the villages…
Hovingham enjoyed the company of Rev Andrew Foster for our service on December 19th.
His wife Janice helped operate the cd player so we could sing our favourite carols, thus giving
our organist, Joyce, a break from her regular Sunday duty. It was good to welcome our friends
from Bradford as well as the local Parish Church. We enjoyed a solo sung by Anna, a member's
daughter and the readings by Christine and Carol. The latter two brought our own version of
warm 'Methodist' Punch and mince pies thus finishing a beautiful traditional Carol Service.

Rievaulx We had an excellent five night’s Carol Singing before Christmas which was really well
received. For those who went singing it was quite emotional for us as we started singing on the
first night as the Christmas tree was lit on Old Byland Village Green we realised that we were
back doing it again after not being able to go singing last year.What a privilege it is to be out in
the community sharing the message of Christmas and giving a Christian witness in this way
singing at every house in four villages and at most of the scattered farms in the area. So many
people said that they had missed us last year and that it would make their Christmas this year.
We did take precautions by all of us taking a Covid test before singing each night and we social
distanced ourselves from each other and from those listening. We even had a socially distanced
collecting box and raised just over £1,300 for the Great North Air Ambulance and Yorkshire
Cancer Research. Thank you to everyone who came along, to all those who listened and gave
generously to the charities. No suppers to end the nights this year - just very welcome soup and
mince pies in the open air!

Thornton Dale Christmas began with coffee and mince pies early December. Monday evening

Ebberston villagers were joined by visitors from
near and far – Allerston to America and Australia - to
share in our joyous Christingle service on Christmas
Eve led by Revd Peter Sheasby.
The service took place in Brook Farm barn (by kind
permission of the Stones family) and was an
exceptional chapel and village team effort. Straw
bale seating, live animals, manger, generator, star,
angel, tables, projector & screen, battery-operated
keyboard were sourced from the village and a team
decorated the barn, served hot drinks, gave out
Christingle packs and stewarded.
The open barn setting gave people the confidence
to attend in these Covid-anxious times and over 110
people came along. Revd Peter led an action-packed service and the barn resonated with gentle
singing and echoed to animal noises which formed an integral part of his talk.
There was truly a sense of Christmas joy and wonder for everyone who came, especially when the
light of Christingle was silently passed from person to person across the open barn. At the end people
were invited to make a donation in support of the farm charity Farmwell. A generous £141.71 was
raised to support Farmwell in its work focused on the well-being of farmers and their families.
Heartfelt thanks to Revd Peter and to everyone who helped, supported, provided equipment,
encouraged and came along.

13th December – a well supported Christmas singalong with Thornton le Dale Ukuleles, John on
the organ and readings from Rev Sheasby and Mary. Donations amounted to £217.16 for Chapel
funds. The following Saturday morning saw a group of carol singers from Churches Together in
the village, afterwards enjoying coffee and mince pies. The carol service was taken by Rev Hall
with readings by members of the congregation. Then on Christmas morning the service was by
Local Arrangement again with members of the congregation taking part – the offering amounted
to £112.00 being donated to the Afghanistan Crisis appeal via All We Can. The donations from
the Christmas card board in aid of Martin House Children’s Hospice came to £50.00.

“I’ll remember this for ever” … “I didn’t realise church could be this much fun” … “We really
needed this after the year we’ve had” … “So wonderful to be together but safe” … “Amazing”

Thanks to all who have supported Joyce in buying jam etc - £1395.00 has been sent to Martin
House Children’s Hospice during 2021.

We fill the window with a variety of nativity sets,
varying the heights. Set on straw, the window is
backed by blue material with stars. This hides the
empty shop behind. We have white LED lights on
a timer, to light the display. This year, we had two
printed, laminated cards on stands. One was an
acrostic for "Christmas", made by our eleven year
old granddaughter. The other had a picture of
Mary, Joseph and Jesus with the words "There is
so much more to Christmas than mince pies,
tinsel, food, crackers and gifts. There is joy, hope,
peace and love. God's gifts to us in Jesus".

Slingsby chapel joined in the ‘Light up Slingsby’ initiative with lights on a Christmas tree outside
chapel, lights around the cross and a star above the main door.
Our first Christmas event was Christmas Soupa
lunch. Sadly due to rising covid infections this
was once again home delivery. About 30 people
enjoyed a bag full of good things – soup,
sandwiches, Christmas pudding, trifle, a mince pie
and chocolates!
On the evening of the 16th together with members
of the parish church and other friends we sang
carols in various places around the village ending
up in the yard of The Grapes where Catherine,
the landlady served us with mulled wine and
warm mince pies!
The United Village Carol Service was a little
different this year in that it was held outside on the
village green. About 30 hardy souls well wrapped
up, gathered to sing carols and hear again the
Christmas story. Afterwards warm savouries, mince
pies and hot punch were enjoyed by all. A total of
£185.00 was raised for children’s charities.

…and in the town (see front page photo)
For the last four years, the Malton Fitzwilliam
Estate has kindly allowed us to use one of their
empty Malton shops during December.

The three wise men came to Bethlehem
by Benjamin Paul Moss

Could you do the same in your town?

Casper Melchior and Balthazar
Saw a bright new shiny star.
'It is a sign sent from above
To lead us to the Christ of Love'.
Travelling over desert sand
Quickly went this happy band.
Through the gloom of the night
Following the star that was so bright.
They had gifts to give to him
But could not find him in an Inn.
The baby in a stable lay,
In a manger full of hay.
Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh
They gave to him
And knelt to worship this new king.

Margot and Sid Taylor (Norton Bethel)

(Ben is from Norton Bethel too)

Why did we start this? We realised there were no
nativity windows in our town, so we asked the
Estate, who were very helpful.
As we filled the window, we saw the reaction of
faces looking in. Always a smile. And since we
started, we see that other shops again feature
nativities.

ryedalemethodists@gmail.com
https://www.ryedalemethodist.org.uk/events.html
For further information and service material for Sundays
☎ Dial-a-Prayer phoneline: 0808 281 2514
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Ebberston villagers were joined by visitors from

Dear Friends,

Inviting God,

There is a Communion hymn by Horatius Bonar which says:
Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
That can often be the experience after Christmas; when the
presents and decorations go away, the food is eaten (or thrown
away), the old year ends, the new year starts and the good news
of a birth fades. But not the love, the loving gift of Jesus remains
for ever.

Help us to see that every person
has a place in your presence.

As we start 2022 we still live with the uncertainty of Covid, the
threat to health, the anxiety of going out and meeting people.
Despite our live-saving vaccinations we wonder if or even when
we will catch the virus. However, it was good that we could
continue to meet for worship over Christmas, and the stories in
this Bulletin remind us that God is good and is Emmanuel, God
with us.
A new year gives us an opportunity to reflect on the year past and
plan for the future. This new year will bring its challenges as we
continue to cope with fewer ministers as well as the pastoral
needs of people. We will have some news fairly soon about our
future staffing plans. We will also be sharing some mission
training through the District Mission Enabler, Rev David Perry.
Watch out for more information.
So I wish you a very Happy New Year,
God bless,
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky has gone,
When the Kings and the shepherds are home,
The work of Christmas begins.
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To release the prisoner
To rebuild the nations
To bring peace to all people
Poem by Howard Thurman, 1900 - 1981
(American author, philosopher, theologian, educator
and civil rights leader. He was a mentor of Martin Luther King.)

Forgive us when we try to limit
our friendships to people who
look like us, act like us,
believe like us.
Through your Holy and
transforming Spirit, move us from
exclusion to inclusion,
From formulators of fences to
builders of bridges,
From indifference
to all-emcompassing love.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our
Saviour. Amen.

Sonia Hicks, President,
British methodist Conference
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LECTIONARY REFLECTIONS from Mike Bursell
We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the billows roll;
fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love!
Priscilla J Owens

Another year beckons, perhaps one of doubt and
change and uncertainty.
It is a help to me to remember the words of the
hymn “We have an anchor”. We can rely on the
one unchangeable: The Love of God.
Often expressed in just one word or phrase,
a theme of these short notes.

Jan 2 John 1: 10-18, Psalm 147
From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to
the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
John 1: 16-18 (NRSV)

Verse 16 (John) “we have ALL received grace
upon grace”. One small word, but the whole world!
None are excluded we are promised hope,
consolation in the midst of sadness and pain. We
are in the arms of a loving God who gave us his
son.

Jan 9: Luke 3: 15-17, 21, 22. Psalm 29
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Luke 3: 22

Luke writes “A voice came from heaven”, the
psalm is full of the voice of God. As times and
circumstances change it seems to me we must not
be hidebound or dogmatic. We too must always be
listening for God’s voice. It is not always easy to
hear in life’s hubbub, but it is there for all forever.

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people may take refuge in the shadow
of your wings. They feast on the abundance
of your house, and you give them drink from
the river of your delights. For with you is the
fountain of life; in your light we see light.
Psalm 36: 7-9

Jan 16: John 2: 1-11. Psalm 36: 5-10

The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

Jan 23: Luke 4: 14-21, Psalm 19

Psalm 19
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release
to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
Luke 4: 18-19

Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress,
to save me, for you are my rock
and my fortress.
Psalm 71: 3

What a wonderful Psalm and the standout word for
me is steadfast (a drink from the river of delights.
An echo of the wedding feast.) May we in these
uncertain times, when many are fearful, drink from
that river and show it to others in our lives.
Fastened to a steadfast rock.

What a wonderful expression of belief in the
Psalm. Glory! “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”
in the Gospel.
The consequences are the same today. No matter
what our station in life this is our mission. Let noone be excluded in our life to care for others to
God’s glory.

Jan 30: Luke 4:21-30, Psalm 71:1-6
The psalm takes me back to the beginning of
these short notes “ Be to me a rock and fortress”.
Trust in God’s steadfastness when things go
wrong, or not as we hoped, is our hope and
promise.
Jesus had the ultimate trust in the midst of fear.
He trusted and “he went on his way” we read. May
our way be one of trust, and our lives a candle of
hope.
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Hovingham enjoyed the company of Rev Andrew Foster for our service on December 19th.
His wife Janice helped operate the cd player so we could sing our favourite carols, thus giving
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distanced ourselves from each other and from those listening. We even had a socially distanced
collecting box and raised just over £1,300 for the Great North Air Ambulance and Yorkshire
Cancer Research. Thank you to everyone who came along, to all those who listened and gave
generously to the charities. No suppers to end the nights this year - just very welcome soup and
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was once again home delivery. About 30 people
enjoyed a bag full of good things – soup,
sandwiches, Christmas pudding, trifle, a mince pie
and chocolates!
On the evening of the 16th together with members
of the parish church and other friends we sang
carols in various places around the village ending
up in the yard of The Grapes where Catherine,
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The United Village Carol Service was a little
different this year in that it was held outside on the
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up, gathered to sing carols and hear again the
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