July/August 2022
Dear Friends,
Are you one of those worshippers who having sung a hymn then finds
the next hymn before you sit down? I recently observed a member of
a congregation so intent on opening the next page that he didn’t sing
the last verse with everyone else. I know why we do it, indeed it has
always been part of my life, learned from other worshippers, even
before I became a presbyter, but it does mean I/we don’t sing to the
end and truly worship God.
The last couple of years has, I hope, taught us to live in the moment.
With the uncertainty of Covid we couldn’t make plans for holidays,
family visits or even shopping the next day. Who knew when we might
test positive or something else could constrain our plans. As humans
we tend to live by planning the future as well as living a day at a time,
but that can mean we miss out on the current experience worrying
about the next one. It is a bit like people now who are always taking
photos on their phone rather than enjoying the experience they want
to record.
Jesus, speaking about the final coming, or perhaps death, but relevant
to other aspects of life, said: “no-one knows the hour or day…”. He
exhorts us to always be ready: “Be on watch, be alert, for you do not
know when the time will come.” We must be ready now, not tomorrow,
nor next week or even next year. The moment is now, because we
don’t know what will happen in the moment after that. We may leave it
too late.
With the Circuit Leadership team, part of my role as the
Superintendent is planning ahead. Not just compiling the Plan for
worship for the next couple of months; but to have a strategy for
staffing, for events, for the festivals during the church year and so on.
I tend to live in the future as much as in the day. But when I am
making a pastoral visit, leading worship, chairing a meeting or
whatever is in the diary, I need to be fully present, to give my best at
that moment. I encourage you to do the same: to be open and ready
for any opportunity to worship, witness or work for God.
God bless,

God of every moment
God of this moment,
We pray for people meeting to
worship you today, especially
those who have to do so in
secret and in fear.
God of this day,
We pray for all who will find this
day difficult, particularly those
living in the countries and
communities where All We Can
is working – in places where
there has been a recent
disaster, or the long-term effects
of poverty are impacting the
local community.
God of this week,
We pray for political and societal
leaders around the world, in the
face of difficult decisions this
week, and with the responsibility
to do all that they can to bring
about a better, fairer, more just
world, we pray for wisdom and
grace for each and every one of
them.
God of this year,
We pray for all who are working
to seek a better world – from the
staff teams of relief agencies
working in refugee camps in
Cox’s Bazar and Za’atari,
through to those who volunteer
for and donate to charities who
are committed to seeking justice
and human dignity. Give each of
us the courage to play our part
in that work today, O Lord.
God of every moment,
Help me to be an answer to
prayer for somebody else this
day.
Amen.
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News from the Methodist Conference Telford June 2022
President and Vice-President 2022-2023
The Revd Graham Thompson and Anthony Boateng were inducted as President and Vice-President at the
Methodist Conference on Saturday 25 June 2022.
The Revd Graham Thompson,
President of the Methodist Conference 2022/2023
Graham Thompson serves as Chair of the Plymouth and Exeter District, a role
which he assumed following his service as Chair of the East Anglia District.
Before offering for Methodist ministry, Graham worked as an accountant.
He has served in a variety of Circuits, urban and rural, both as Presbyter and
Superintendent as well as serving on a variety of Methodist trusts, boards and
Connexional committees.
Graham Thompson has been a Methodist minister for over 35 years. A
promoter of ecumenism, he is an Ecumenical Canon of Exeter Cathedral and
has been Chair of Churches Together in Devon. While Chair of the East Anglia
District, he was Ecumenical Canon of Norwich Cathedral.
In his Conference address Mr Thompson reflected on his theme for the year, calling on all Methodists to love
our neighbours. He said:
“And who is my neighbour? We know that Jesus told a story about a good Samaritan in response to this
question. In 2022…we should reference the person without a home, the person who has been on an NHS
waiting list for too long, the person seeking a new life as they flee from warfare, violence or economic
uncertainty. Our neighbours are those who are struggling with long Covid or who remain fearful of
Coronavirus. Those whose island nations are threatened by the effects of climate change on sea temperatures
and rising waters. Those who do not have enough to eat because we eat too much and participate in an
economy that sells food to the highest bidder.
“It is people such as these who are our neighbours because it is our lifestyles and the choices we make that
have an effect on those who are as loved by God as we are. For we are all equal under God - if only we were
in reality.”
Anthony Boateng,
Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 2022/2023
Anthony Boateng is a Local Preacher in the Westminster Circuit of the London
District, with a passion for social action, politics, church unity, spiritual revival
and creative ways of worship.
Anthony serves on several committees across the Church including as a
convenor of the London District Social Responsibility Commission and member
of Church Action for Tax Justice management committee. In his ‘day job’
Anthony is a caseworker for Ingeus - a government Work and Health
Programme.
He is the Convenor of the London District Social Responsibility Commission
and has been a member of the Conference since 2014. Anthony was as
recently as last year a member of the Church Action for Tax Justice Management Committee and Methodist
Central Hall Westminster Leadership Team. In his day job, Anthony works for a government Work and Health
programme which seeks to help central London residents who are unemployed, as well as people with health
conditions, into sustainable work.
In his address to the Conference entitled ‘Revival: The Methodist Dream’, Mr Boateng called for a revival and
wrote an imaginary letter to that section of the great cloud of witnesses who are our spiritual forebears in the
Lord: “Dear Forebears, I am deeply grieved to report our decline. I confess, at times, we have been guilty of
squandering our inheritance. I am sorry. Susanna, we desire a return to the intimate devotion to the Lord which
you knew in your Epworth home. John and Charles, we need an abundance effusion of the Holy Spirit just as
you received in your own day. Hugh and William, we long to see again a move of the Holy Spirit as you saw on
Mow Cop. We need all the inspiration you can offer to slow the curve of decline.” “Now is the time to strive to
rekindle and revive the Wesleyan fire in our everyday lives.”
“Friends, through unity, guided by the Holy Spirit, let us embrace those who feel marginalised and voiceless
within our church, challenge the status quo, and act as an agent of change. Let us remind ourselves of the
benchmark Christ has set for all society, because God is Lord of every society and nation. This means no one is
inferior and there should be equality in opportunity and treatment for all.”
Mr Boateng said there are signs of renewal in the Church, recalling a recent visit to the inauguration of the first
Ghanaian Methodist Church in the UK, commenting “I will do everything in my power to encourage initiatives
such as this across the whole church and I urge you all to do the same.”

Evangelism & Growth
What does discipleship mean today? One way to explore this huge
question is to use a modern-day parable to spark our imagination.
Discipleship is a bit like… being a traveller on a train network. There
are twelve stations, which correspond to the twelve commitments at
the core of A Methodist Way of Life. These are the kinds of things
that Jesus did, and therefore the kinds of things that disciples do,
in response to the unconditional love of God. The life of a disciple
involves a life-long journey around these stations.
In order to be a disciple we need to get on the train, say yes, take a
step into the unknown. It’s a shame to stay where we are: there’s a
lot of other stations to explore! It’s good to travel to all of the stations.
Some are more familiar to us;
some might seem very unusual
or distant. But it is good to visit
them all, at least occasionally.
In visiting the stations at a different time in our life, we reveal new things
about ourselves and about God. We go deeper in our faith, and we grow
in understanding how the different stations connect together: how does
evangelism connect with our worship of God, or the way we challenge
injustice?
The stations are all places where God is at work in the world, and therefore when we visit them too, there’s a
good chance that we’ll encounter God for ourselves. And those are the deepest, richest moments of life. It’s
important to reflect on what happened at the station; why was it good news? Where did I see God at work?
This reflection might happen in small discussion groups, or in personal times of prayer, or journalling.
While it’s good to visit all twelve stations, we all have our natural ‘home-station’ that best matches our skills,
interests and passions. What is yours?
See LWPL News: https://methodist-news.org.uk/t/BVI-7SVVP-A493D6F14FA10A1E1D730J87081EEE8296E731/cr.aspx
And the connexion website: https://www.methodist.org.uk/godforalljunction/

Pray

We pray daily

Worship
We Worship with others
regularly

Learn

Open

We learn more about our faith

We practise hospitality and
generosity

Challenge

Tell

We challenge injustice

We tell of the love of God

Notice We notice God in
scripture and the world

Care We care for others and
those around us

Serve We help people in our
communities and beyond

Flourish We care for
creation and all God’s gifts

Live We live in a way that
draws people to Jesus

Share We share our faith

A Good Problem for Pickering
We have a problem at Pickering. Don’t worry,
it’s a good problem. Sometimes it can be difficult
to book the Hall (now called the Community
Centre) because we are so busy. Why is this
good? Because it is a sign of life in the church.
Outside organisations recognise the quality of
the premises which we worked so hard to
provide and they want to use our facilities. Next
Steps love the large, well equipped kitchen and
the garden. The Council and charities use us as
a One Stop Shop for information once a month
and other organisations use us for training,
meetings and activities.
Then there are other groups connected to the
church. Uniformed organisations, Women’s
Group and the Teeny Tinies tot’s group which
The new Terrace at Pickering can be accessed from the Main
is a Churches Together project. So why is this
Hall for use by people booking the Hall. It has a gate which
a problem? Because if you want a meeting or to leads down into the church garden (an ongoing project).
hire the facilities for a funeral or celebration, you
Bright chairs and tables sit on the Terrace for general use.
have to fit in around these other things and it
can feel like church members are treated “second best”. The truth is, if we want our churches to be full of life,
we need other people from outside of the church to come in too. Their contribution is of more than money, they
offer things that we no longer have the resources for; manpower and energy, organisation and connections. We
all know of churches where nothing happens except weekly worship and you would have no trouble booking
their hall, but is that a good thing? So I say a very big thank you to the booking secretaries who work so hard to
balance out the demands of church members and outside organisations and a big thank you to God for the
facilities we have been blessed with.
Karen Pattison Lay worker based at Pickering
The photograph shows Mary planting
the Platinum Jubilee Birch in the
garden at Pickering Methodist
Church.
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC)
is a unique tree planting initiative
created to mark Her Majesty’s
Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which
invites people from across the
United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree
for the Jubilee”.
As well as inviting the planting of new
trees, The Queen’s Green Canopy
will dedicate a network of 70 Ancient
Woodlands across the United
Kingdom and identify 70 Ancient
Trees to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70
years of service.

My next door neighbour and I became good friends, so we decided to share our water supply.
We got a long well.

My neighbour knocked on my door at 2:30am this morning, can you believe that, 2:30am?!
Good job I was still up playing my bagpipes.

LECTIONARY REFLECTIONS

July - August 2022 Revd Brian Shackleton

July 10 Luke 10 v 25-37

July 24
Luke 11:v1-13

“Jesus gives a sermon by telling the story of the
Good Samaritan to explore the question of who is
our neighbour. Thousands of pages have been
spent on this parable, but ultimately what we take
away from it is that our neighbour is the one in
need, the one we are not necessarily prepared for,
the one whose life and well-being are at stake. We
are called to take responsibility for them, to offer a
safe place to recuperate, to put our own needs on
a par with theirs. Jesus’s story teaches us that
hospitality is not just about welcoming those we
know and love, but also providing protection and
sanctuary to those who have been threatened,
abused and neglected.”
Inderjit Bhogal – former President of the Methodist
Conference
Our paths may not physically cross with those of the
refugee, but as we reflect on this parable we need
to identify those who are vulnerable who might be
part of our lives without our even having stopped to
realise.

This passage starts
with the picture of Jesus
at prayer, and then
responding to the
request of a disciple,
and the start of what
we know as the Lord’s
Prayer. The passage
that follows deals with
a series of petitions that
might be made in human
life experiences, and
ends with a declaration
of the generosity of the
Father.
Hermano Leon

Our prayers in corporate worship are often a nonstop list of requests. St. Aelred of Rievaulx presents
a more fruitful approach by encouraging our
understanding that it is when we simply seek the
PRESENCE of God (i.e. we don’t need to talk all the
time) that our reaction to the world (e.g. those in
need in our list of petitions) is that of seeing them as
He sees them i.e. finding the appropriate ways of
expressing love.

July 31 Luke 12 v 13-21
This is the sort of Sunday when some people switch

July 17 Luke 10 v 38-42
William Barclay describes this passage as “a clash
of temperaments.” He also quotes,

“Lord of all pots and pans and things,
Since I’ve no time to be
A saint by doing lovely things,
Or watching late with Thee,
Or dreaming in the dawnlight,
or storming heaven’s gates,
Make me a saint by getting meals
And washing up the plates.”
Whether or not the “clash of temperaments” - this
Sunday gives opportunity to recognise the validity of
both Martha’s practicality and Mary’s spirituality –
hopefully because we nurture and practise both
aspects in our Christian behaviour. It is not an
“either” “or”. But it could also lead to an examination
of the appropriateness of what and when we
prioritise either of these patterns of action.

(ie – this doesn’t apply to me – I’m not rich), but
where others are a little uncomfortable because
there is an uneasy feeling that they have enough
(spare) capital to be labelled wealthy when
compared to some others both in our society and in
the wider world. So this Sunday may be about
stewardship, rather than speculating on life-style
and resources at our life’s end.
The parable itself is appropriately brief about the
man’s “working” life. We have no reason to presume
other than as a farmer/landowner he was efficient in
land management, nor is there anything to suggest
that the wages he paid were exploitation-level. But
when he reached the equivalent of his “retirement”
he had thoughts only for himself. It seemed that the
greater his possessions, the more room that they
took up in his world, so that there was no room for
anyone else.
We can see how this is the antithesis of the call of
Jesus to be the servant. And the call to the Christian
life is a call to love others – and it is impossible to
do this without recognising their material needs.

August 7 Luke 12 v 32-40

August 21 Luke 13 v 10-17

As a teenager it seemed to me that a large number
of preachers were expressing a simple, direct
message, “You gotta have faith.” The over-riding
impression/interpretation from this was, “You have
got to have certainty.” And that was a certainty that
had no room for doubt.

This picture of Jesus healing in the synagogue on
the Sabbath
probably seems
a familiar rerun of
similar narratives we
have read before
where Jesus
clashes with the
limiting religious
practices of his day.
But don’t dismiss
this account as “old
hat” that doesn’t
apply to us.

There are those who have the comfort of a “simple
faith”, and we shouldn’t want to undermine this. But
note, the hymn says “...blind unbelief is sure to err.”
So perhaps this Sunday is an opportunity to try to
work out our Christian faith (ie the conviction of the
fact of the love of God, with the physical
uncertainties which are often part of life’s journey).
The imagery of the servant who waits in the
conviction that the master will come, yet the
physical circumstances are shrouded in uncertainty.
Our problem is that we want the reassurance of
certainty in the here and now.

August 14 Luke 12 v 49-56

Pause: and think of eighteen years of pain and
limitation that the woman had endured. And then
read on (v 18 – 21) and understand the
comparison with “Kingdom” events – a tiny mustard
seed growing to provide shelter for the birds, a tiny
amount of yeast allowing a whole batch of dough to
rise

The angels may have sung, “Peace on earth,
goodwill towards men” at the birth of Jesus, but this
passage takes us into different territory. The ministry
of Jesus may offer the pathway to a new world of
love and compassion; but what if some reject this?
“By Fire, Baptism and the Sword the evil in men is
burnt out, washed out, and cut out.” But, in the
process, human institutions are liable to be divided,
and some human ties may be cut.

Maybe even insignificant people like us could make
a big difference to the lives of lots of all sorts of
people.

If this unhappy turmoil and the consequence of
living in an imperfect world pains us, imagine the
hurt that is in the heart of Christ, as he sees so
many of us living below the potential that loving
relationships would create. We need to remember
that the lack of peace apparent in our world is the
consequence. Peace is the fruit of love, the result
of an authentic communion which eliminates the
causes of divisions and mistreatments among
people.

In this passage we see how inhibiting people’s
traditional prejudices can be: firstly, with regard to
helping someone on the Sabbath (healing the man
with dropsy) and secondly, with regard to
assumptions about social status, and thirdly, a
blindness in recognising the value of every human
being.
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August 28 Luke 14 v 1, 7-14
Earlier in Luke’s Gospel, when Jesus was
commissioning the seventy-two for mission, he
effectively told them to “travel light – no baggage.”

Maybe this Sunday is an opportunity to look at our
own possible prejudices, (individual and corporate),
and, perhaps, make a conscious decision to get rid
of our excess baggage.

PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT of the Methodist Conference elected for 2023/24
The Methodist Conference has elected the
Revd Gill Newton to serve as President and
Deacon Kerry Scarlett to serve as VicePresident, starting their year of office when the
Representative Session of the Methodist
Conference opens in Birmingham in June 2023.
The role of President of the Methodist
Conference is reserved for presbyters and that
of Vice-President for lay people or deacons.
During his lifetime John Wesley chaired the
Methodist Conference but after his death the
Conference determined to elect a President
annually.

All Circuit Treasurers’ Meeting
Rev Peter and the Circuit Treasurer recently met
with the Church Treasurers to review the
assessment (that is the amount of money each
church transfers to the Circuit to pay for ministers,
lay workers, the manses and also what is passed on
in turn to the District and Connexion).
Phil Evans and I had looked again at the fairest
basis for allocating the assessment, which could be
many and various, but settled on attendance at
worship being the best judge of a church’s ability to
pay. Therefore, we have asked the church
treasurers to consult with their local church leaders
(making a judgement whether that will need an extra
Church Council) and make an offer to either meet,
exceed or if necessary reduce the requested
amount.
Additionally, the Circuit will end this financial year
with an excess in the budget of about £100,000 and
we intend to refund this proportionately to the local
church funds by 31 August. This is worth over 50%
of the annual assessment, so it will help churches
considerably. We recognise that funds have been
tight during the last two years due to Covid – with
less income due to fewer lettings and fewer people
in worship - both are thankfully picking up now.
Linked to this the Circuit is reviewing staff needs,
both ministers and lay workers, and deciding how
we can best use some of our funds to enhance the
mission of the Circuit and churches. We will report
back on this soon.
With inflation rising I realise that everyone will be
struggling with their own finances as the cost of both
food and fuel increase. Churches too will soon face
higher utility bills. Please continue to pray for the
Circuit leadership, your local church leadership and
of course yourself in these difficult times.

CONTACT:
Revd Peter Sheasby
01653 692173

Leaders of Worship and
Preachers’ Meeting
The Circuit preachers and worship leaders meet
quarterly in fellowship and to conduct their business.
The meeting on June 22 sadly recorded the death of
Gilbert Dobson (Kirkbymoorside) after a faithful life
of nearly 94 years including 77 years as a Local
Preacher!
We also noted that Ann Corner (Bethel) has stepped
back from being planned to lead worship around the
Circuit, but will continue her service at Bethel and at
Mickle Hill (where she helps lead the weekly
Fellowship, especially since Deacon Fiona left as
chaplain).
We welcomed Joan Histon (Pickering) to her first
LWP meeting, after her move from Hexham last
year, and you will see her name now on the Circuit
Plan to lead worship.
We received a favourable report on the preacher in
training (called in Methodism “On Trial”!) Steve
Langton (Leavening) and prayed for his
preparations towards the final stages of his written
portfolio this summer.
A card was sent to Ray Shore (Kirkbymoorside) who
recently celebrated his 90th birthday!
We also noted our gratitude to presbyters and
preachers from neighbouring Circuits, especially
York, who have helped us through this year.
Please continue to support our Circuit preachers
and worship leaders with your prayers and
encourage them in the demanding task of leading
worship each week.
Revd Peter

When Revd Peter is out of circuit please contact
ryedalemethodists@gmail.com with any queries.

ryedalemethodists@gmail.com
https://www.ryedalemethodist.org.uk/events.html
for further information
☎ Dial-a-Prayer phoneline: 0808 281 2514
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